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Steve and I visited the Everglades for the first time in February ~ a 
fabulous place for birds and plants (and avocados!!!).  Among the new 
and wonderful birds we got to know were the Black-Crowned Night 
Herons, who, along with a bunch of other herons and the Silver-
Haired SnowBirds, winter in Florida.  What a surprise it was in late 
May to encounter a group of these same handsome waterbirds nesting 
in the dry coulee country in the Columbia Basin. We chanced upon a 
small hidden lake nestled on a high bench ~ an oasis of greenery and 
reeds and water grasses with a lady Mallard leading her flotilla of 8 
ducklings, the cacophony of Red-Winged and Yellow-Headed Black-
birds, the “whinney” of a Sora, the piggy gruntings of a Virginia Rail, 
and some other 
unknown raucous 
voices. In about 
an hour of patient 
observation from 
a lookout point 
high above the 

lake we spotted a total of 10 Black-Crowned Night Her-
ons, 6 adults and 4 juveniles, flying and calling and 
perching on the rocky outcrops above the lake. Perhaps 
these were some of the same adults we saw basking in 
the tropical sunshine in Florida? 

�Jan Demorest & Steve Moore 

From Florida to Coulee Country 
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Audubon chapter members have an inherent bird focus; that's generally what we are about.  For some it takes the form 
of a near frantic effort to compile a life's bird list that drives them literally to the ends of the earth to see a single spe-
cies.  Some of us have taken guided birding trips abroad that result in seeing several hundred new species.  We build 
and take care of Blue Bird houses.  We see birds locally including in our back yard - often at feeders.  I enjoy the 
'humming bird wars' that take place out our dining room window.  I enjoyed just the other day watching a robin poke 
around through an old apple tree - peering here and there; I 'knew' what she was up to, what she was thinking, - "where 
is a good spot for a nest?" And we learn something new (usually about birds) while enjoying a variety of programs at 
our general membership meetings.  
  
Kittitas Audubon has a history of involvement in issues not always strictly avian related, although to varying degrees 
they have been.  Ellensburg's west-side park, the wind farms, protecting shrub steppe, off-highway vehicles (OHV), I-90 
land exchange, to name a few.  There is a bird angle in each of these issues; but the thought comes - where to draw 
the line on issues to be dealt with.  Every conservation organization has to come to grips with this - a decision governed 
by interest, relevance to the organization's mission, and manpower to deal with it?   
  
This is a long-winded preface to asking the membership about their interest in forest issues.  Are there members with a 
particular interest in such, and would you be willing to devote time and energy to this vital area.  How vital is it?  We 
know how vital certain forests are to survival of the Northern Spotted Owl.  But the Owl is but one of many species that 
are in trouble because of forest management practices.  There are hundreds of thousands of acres of forest land in Kit-
titas County that are home to a variety of wildlife.  The U.S. Forest Service is in the midst of a Travel Plan oft referred to 
as the ORV plan since the major issue is control of motorized activity in the Forest. How we recreate there will be gov-
erned by the Plan.  Kittitas Audubon was a successful litigant in a lawsuit to reapportion money from the State Inter-
agency Committee for Outdoor Recreation, so that pedestrian recreationists received a more fair distribution of State 
monies - much of that had been appropriated to motorized activities.   
  
If you would give some of your time and energy to forest issues, please contact our President, Tom Gauron or Hal Lind-
strom.  
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