
 

Dale Comstock, Emeritus Professor, will show 

slides on traveling the  Sacred Valley of the In-
cas from Cuzco to Machu Picchu along 

the  Urubamba River in southeastern Peru. He 

will also include slides of  the animals and birds 

of the Galapagos Islands 800 miles off the 
west  coast of Ecuador.  

 All Audubon meetings, held on the 3rd Thursday of 
each month, September through May (except De-
cember), are open to the public, so feel free to come and meet with us.  A brief business 
session precedes the program. Stay afterwards for juice, treats and  conversation.  

FEBRUARY PROGRAM :  òMachu Picchu & the Galapagosó 
Presented by Dale Comstock  

THURSDAY, April 16th @ 7:00 PM ~ ELLENSBURG HIGH SCHOOL  ~  ROOM 232  
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 10 th  Annual Get Intimate with the Shrub - Steppe  

On Saturday, May 2, 2009 get ready to hop, soar, swim, skip, or slither 
your way to the 10 th  annual Get Intimate with the Shrub -Steppe (GISS).  
Join the Kittitas Environmental Education Network (KEEN), along with co -
sponsors Yakima Environmental Learning Foundation (Y -ELF) and Puget 
Sound Energy (PSE) for a full day of fun exploration of the unique shrub -
steppe environment and the Yakima watershed. We have a new venue 

this year! Just 2 miles south of Ellensburg at the mouth of the Yakima 
River Canyon at Helen McCabe Park, participants can join in hands -on 
science learning, native plant restoration activities, learn about the na-
ture center planned for the park, and join expert -guided field trips into 
the surrounding shrub -steppe habitat.  

Rattlesnakes, sagebrush and salmonéoh my! GISS provides a chance for the whole family to explore 
one of the unique ecosystems that influence and interact with the Yakima watershed.  Kids can partici-
pate in a wide variety of hands -on activities like plant pollination, nature scavenger hunts, and a 
chance to get ñdown and dirtyò exploring the aquatic life of the Yakima River. 

Our day starts at 7:30 am with bird watching led by local experts from the Kittitas and Yakima Audu-
bon clubs. The main event begins at 9:00 am with a series of guided field trips and lectures that will 

include everything from snake sneaking to geology, from native plants to the rich history of the can-
yon.  Also on hand will be a wide variety of hands -on exhibitors that will help participants gain an un-
derstanding of the amazing ecosystems of Kittitas County.  

GISS 2009 promises to be an educationally and recreationally diverse event, with activities to satisfy 
the most curious and adventurous souls. For more information and a full schedule of the dayôs 
events check KEENôs website www.kittitasee.net . 

Web Photo  

http://www.kittitasee.net/
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KAS BOARD MEMBERS  
President ï Tom Gauron   968 -3175  
Vice President ï Gloria Lindstrom  925 -1807  

Secretary ï Jim Briggs   933 -2231  

Treasurer ï Denee Scribner   933 -2550  

Conservation ï Janet Nelson &  656 -2256  
 Chris Caviezal        425 -434 -0899  

Education ï Beth Rogers   674 -1855  
Field Trip Coordinator -  Jeb Baldi  933 -1558  

Newsletter ï Jan Demorest  933 -1179  
*Librarian  -   Ginger Jensen  925 -5816  

*Social/Greeter ï Sue Wheatley  968 -3311  
Membership ï  Amanda Hickman  901 -1513  

Historian ï Marianne Gordon  964 -2320  
Program Coordinator ï Hal Lindstrom   

    925 -1807  

Publicity ï Gerry Sorenson   968 -4857  
Wildlife Habitat ï Joe Meuchel  933 -3011  

Bluebird boxes ï Jan Demorest  933 -1179  
Past President ð Gloria Baldi  933 -1558  

*Christmas Bird Count ï Phil Mattocks  

    962 -2191  

*NON -VOTING VOLUNTEER POSITIONS  

 

KAS Board Meetings are held at 4:30 
PM on the 1st Thursday of each month 
on the third floor of the CWU Science 
Bldg, Room 301 (above the elephant 
desk). These meetings are open to the 
public and all Audubon members; 
please come and join in the discus-
sions.  Meetings adjourn by 6:00 or 
6:30, after which we all go out for a 
sociable dinner ~ NO business discus-
sion allowed!  

The Hooter  
The Hooter is the newsletter of the Kitti-

tas Audubon Society,  published monthly 

except for July.  Submissions from read-

ers are most welcome and encouraged.  

The editor reserves the right to edit for 

space, grammar, or suitability.  Email text 

and/or photos to bobcat@kvalley.com , or 

snail mail to Jan Demorest, Hooter Edi-

tor, 1009 North B Street, Ellensburg, WA  

98926.  Submissions need to be in by the 

15th of the preceding month.  

I was loading the car 
with our fishing gear 
and saw a couple of 

big birds flying in 
formation a half mile 
away, 400 -500 feet 
high. They were 
matching wingbeats 
and flying so close 
together that they 
must have occasion-
ally touched. As they 
drew nearer I could 
see their white 
heads. Eagles! 
Muriel ran back to 

the house to get the binoculars. Suddenly the birds turned 
toward each other, flared their wings, and pressed their 
breasts together. Their tails opened wide, two quick white 
dots against the sky.   They hung there for a brief moment 
then dove and swooped into another, and then yet an-
other  ñflare and pressò. A few wing beats and they had re-

gained their original altitude and I had my binoculars. They 
did two more series of flares and presses as I watched with 
ten power. It was aerial ballet, the arc of the two bodies 
perfectly matched,  the heads thrown back showing the 
blaze of white coming down the neck and onto the breast, 
the huge tail opened to three times its normal width, bril-
liantly white. For a moment all I could see was white. It 
only took a second for them to stall and they fell off in ab-
solute unison,  gained flying speed in ten vertical feet and 
repeated their pas de deux . They flew off across the river 
and separated as they grew faint in the distance.  That was 
a bit of a disappointment.  I had envisioned a session of 
passionate loving after that display, but maybe it was just a 

blind date.  

  Thanks to Jud Weaver for sharing this story!  

Image from the Web -  dkimages  

Eagle Flight 

ñA wise old owl sat on an oak, 
The more he saw the less he spoke; 
The less he spoke the more he heard: 
Why arenôt we like that wise old bird?ò 

 ð Edward Hersey Richards (1874 ð ?) 

Itôs Election Time Again! 
KAS by-laws require that we ask for nominations for all 
officers/board members during the two months preceding 

elections which take place at the general membership 
meeting in May of each year.  If you are interested in 

becoming more active in the workings of KAS, or know 
someone who you feel is capable and dedicated (and will-
ing!), contact any of the officers/board members listed 

above right on this page. 
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Birding By the Map -  March 21st  

In the midst of rainy windy and cold weather, the 
3rd Saturday of March was a beautiful  sunny warm  

spring  day.   Fourteen birders set out for the 
"Birding by the Map" field trip  to location #13 
McDonald Pond, in the  upper county.   The  pond 
was almost  ice- free and full of waterfowl.   The big-
gest thrills were Northern Pintail, Green -winged 
Teal,  Trumpeter Swans and  Common Mergansers. 

On the wire above our heads both Tree Swallows 
and Violet -green Swallows perched, the first  of the 
season.   In the bushes right in front of  where were 
standing, three Spotted Towhees  squabbled over 
territory, but in the process gave  us all  multiple 
bare -eyed  views.     

Given the choice of a hike up the John Wayne trail 

or a visit to the NP ponds to fill out the day, the 
group voted to go to the ponds.   Turned out to be 
a good choice ~ the sightings there included a 
river otter playing right along the bank.   No swal-
lows were here yet, but this  will be  a great place 
to see them in a few days (or weeks, depending on 
the weather!). Red -winged Blackbirds  were busy 
claiming territory.   On the far bank, a pair of Song  
Sparrows  were singing and dashing from bush to 
bush.   On the water were a pair of  Hooded Mer-
gansers, a  bright & beautiful  but shy Wood Duck, a 
flotilla of male & female Buffleheads, and at least 

two male  Barrowôs Goldeneyes with a few females. 

To finish out the day we went up the road to see if 
we could locate the Pileated Woodpecker who is a 
regular in the area.   No luck on that search, but on 
our way back out, a pair of Western Bluebirds 
caught us.  While watching them, Beth Rogers 

spotted  a 
Pygmy Nut-
hatch ~ exiting 
news to yours 
truly. Once I 
jumped out of 
the car to get 
a better view, 
everyone  got 
out.   Not only 
did we get a 
chance to see 
the Pygmy 

Nuthatch close 
up, it popped 

into a nest cavity and began removing wood 
scraps.   What a wonderful way to end the day!  

            Cricket Webb                               

First Saturday BirdWalk  on  3/7/09  

A pleasant Kittitas Valley early spring morning with 
no wind (at least not until we headed back from 
the lakes) brought ten birders ready to find feath-
ered species!   Temperature was in the low 30ôs, 
but the sun was warming.  Much evidence re-
mained  from the recent flood; that is one power-
ful Yakima River!  Downy woodpeckers chased 
about the tree trunks while numerous Black -
capped Chickadees collected spider webs and 
down.  Nesting must be óin the airô, although it 
seems early.  However, we witnessed scores of 
robins, another sign of  spring.  For some reason, 
there were no birds on the lakes except a pair of 

Canada geese, along with a muskrat.  We did total 
19 species with an unusual sighting of a Merlin, as 
well as a beautiful view of a mature Bald Eagle.  

Always an enjoyable morning walk with friends!  

    Gloria & Jeb Baldi  

Photo / Jan Demorest  

Your Stories Wanted!  Read Jud 

�:�H�D�Y�H�U�¶�V���V�W�R�U�\���R�Q���S�D�J�H�������D�E�R�X�W���U�R�P�D�Q�F��
ing eagles in Kittitas Valley .  Have you 

had an experience that was especially 

memorable? Others would love to read 

�D�E�R�X�W���L�W�«�������<�R�X���P�D�\���Q�R�W��
think of yourself as a writer 

(we are all writers!); please 

send the facts and the edi-
tor will be happy to make it 

a story for you, no extra 

charge!  

Photo/Steve Moore  


