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Please note there are a number of special trips 
listed below - to be included in the trip you will 

need to call the trip leader !! 

 

May 30th   Winegar Canyon (Saturday), about a 
half day with Steve Moore (509-933-1179) 

June 6th   First Saturday BirdWalk at Irene Rinehart 
Riverfront Park.  Meet at 8:00 AM at the bridge park-
ing lot off Umtaneum Road.  Bring binoculars and a 
friend--or two.  Nesting birds have returned, and this 

time of year usually yields the most species. Leaders 
are Jan Demorest & Steve Moore. 

June 10th (Wednesday) - a day at Sorensons’ cabin 
at Tall Timber above Lake Wenatchee.  We will leave 
Super I promptly at 8:00 A.M.  It is 90 miles and 
takes about 2 hours to get there.  We will do some 
walking to look for birds, but the feeders will be up and 

filled, so anyone who doesn’t want to walk can sit on 

the back deck and monitor the feeders.  Bring sack 
lunch and beverages; dessert will be provided. Please 
call Gerry or Marilyn Sorenson at 968-4857 by June 
8th if you plan to go. 

June 16th (Tuesday)  Looking for Spotted Owls 
with Stan Sovern, USFS Spotted Owl specialist.  This 
trip will begin at 5:00PM and be limited to 10 peo-
ple.  Call Jeb at 933-1558. 

June 20th (Saturday) Birding by Map (Site #20 Rob-

inson Canyon) – Marianne Gordon (509-964-2320) & 
Cricket Webb (509-674-4035) 

June 28th (Sunday)  Special Trip Sage Birds 

of Kittitas County with Deborah Essman.  Half-day 
trip limited to 10 people.  For details and sign up call 
Jeb 933-1558. 

July 4th First Saturday BirdWalk - Irene Rinehart 
Park (Details above) 

July 11th  Hike the Grass Camp Trail for wildflowers 
& birds.  Pleased call Kay & Tuck Forsythe (925-2356) 

July 18th  Birding by Map (Site #7 Cle Elum River 

Corridor) - Marianne Gordon (509-964-2320) & 
Cricket Webb (509-674-4035) 

August 1st    First Saturday BirdWalk – Irene 
Rinehart Park (See above) 

August 15th  Birding by Map (Site #18 Reecer Cr./
Table Mountain).  Marianne Gordon (509-964-2320) 
& Cricket Webb (509-674-4035). 

Upcoming KAS Field Trips 

Field Trip Guidelines 

 All trips are open 

to the public. 

 Beginners are en-

couraged to join 

any field trip.    

 Carpool guideline is 

twenty cents 
($0.20) per mile 

divided by the 
number of people 
in the auto. 

 Children under 18 years of age must be accompa-

nied by a parent or adult. 

 Be prepared with appropriate footwear and cloth-

ing for changing weather. 

 Bring a lunch, drinks, and snacks for trips that go 

beyond midday. 

 No pets, please. 

 Bring binoculars and a field guide. 

 Have fun and enjoy being out-of-doors. 

The Hooter takes a vacation! 
The next issue of The Hooter will be in August, (deadline for 

submissions, July 15th or so) while the editor takes a one-
month summer holiday.  Have a great birdy summer!!! 

Haugan photo 



Page 2 The Hooter 

KAS BOARD MEMBERS 

President – Tom Gauron  968-3175 
Vice President – Gloria Lindstrom 925-1807 
Secretary – Jim Briggs  933-2231 
Treasurer – Denee Scribner   933-2550 
Conservation – Janet Nelson    509-674-6165 
 Chris Caviezel        425-434-0899 
Education – Beth Rogers  674-1855 
Field Trip Coordinator- Jeb Baldi 933-1558 
Newsletter – Jan Demorest 933-1179 
*Librarian  -  Ginger Jensen 925-5816 
*Social/Greeter – Kay Forsythe  925-2356 
Membership –  Jonine Collins   509-649-2695   
Historian – Marianne Gordon 964-2320 
Program Coordinator – Hal Lindstrom  
    925-1807 
Publicity – Gerry Sorenson  968-4857 
Wildlife Habitat – Joe Meuchel 933-3011 
Bluebird boxes – Jan Demorest 933-1179 
Past President — Gloria Baldi  933-1558 

*Christmas Bird Count – Phil Mattocks 
    962-2191 

*NON-VOTING VOLUNTEER POSITIONS 
 

KAS Board Meetings are held at 4:30 
PM on the 1st Thursday of each 

month on the third floor of the CWU 
Science Bldg, Room 301 (above the 
elephant desk). These meetings are 
open to the public and all Audubon 
members; please come and join in 
the discussions.  Meetings adjourn 

by 6:00 or 6:30, after which we all 
go out for a sociable dinner ~ NO 
business discussion allowed! 

GET YOUR HOOTER ONLINE  
Save paper, printing, postage.  If you would prefer to 

receive the electronic version, send us your name,    

mailing address, & email address to: 

info@kittitasaudubon.org 

At the beginning of each month weõll send you an email 

with quick link to the new Hooter.  

Send in your stories & photos!  
 

The Hooter is the newsletter of the 

Kittitas Audubon Society,  pub-

lished monthly except for July.  
   

The editor reserves the right to edit 

for space, grammar, and/or suitabil-

ity.  Email text and/or photos to 

bobcat@kvalley.com  or snail mail to 

Jan Demorest, Hooter Editor, 1009 

North B Street, Ellensburg, WA  

98926.  Submissions need to be in by 

the 15th of the preceding month.  

Submissions from readers are most wel-
come and encouraged! 

How to Garden for Wildlife                            
from the National Wildlife Federation 

 

 Grow plants that 
provide wildlife with 

a natural food 
source such as 
nuts, berries or nec-

tar, or offer supple-
mental feeders. 

 

 Provide water for 

wildlife with a bird-
bath, small pond or 

shallow dish. 
 

 Offer protective cover for wildlife by providing 
ground cover, a hollow log or rock piles, dense 

shrubs or a roosting box. 
 

 Provide places for wildlife to raise young such as 
a water garden, a pond, or a nesting box. 

 

 Practice sustainable gardening such as mulching, 

composting, or reducing your lawn area. 
 

NWF's Certified Wildlife Habitat program helps you 
plan your landscape with the needs of wildlife in 
mind. For more information, visit www.nwf.org/

habitat. 
                                Thanks to Marianne Gordon    

short video on the  intelligence of crows  

Go to:   http://www.ted.com/index.php/talks/lang/eng/
joshua_klein_on_the_intelligence_of_crows.html 

Marianne Gordon sent this to the Hooter to share with inter-

ested folks.  This guy has a pretty interesting view of animal 

intelligence and how humans might be able to work WITH 
these fellow creatures for a better world! 

mailto:info@kittitasaudubon.org
http://www.nwf.org/habitat
http://www.nwf.org/habitat
http://www.ted.com/index.php/talks/lang/eng/joshua_klein_on_the_intelligence_of_crows.html
http://www.ted.com/index.php/talks/lang/eng/joshua_klein_on_the_intelligence_of_crows.html


First Saturday BirdWalk in May, and what a great 

excuse to be outdoors - a wonderful morning with no 
wind, temperature in mid 40’s, and, oh, so quiet (when 
away from the freeway).  The new leaves in varying 

shades of green and the subtle sweet smell of the cot-
tonwoods made it an enjoyable hike.  Nine participants 
found a total of 26 species, including newly-arrived 
Townsend’s and Yellow-rumped Warblers,  Northern 
Rough-winged Swallows, White-crowned Sparrows, and 
Townsend’s Solitaire.  We are so fortunate to have such 
a fine park.  Join us for the next outing.      

 Thanks to Jeb and Gloria Baldi for leading these 

  year-round walks & for the report! 

Potholes Canoe Trip 

Fourteen birders and two small dogs spent the weekend 

of May 16th and 17th camped on an island in the Pot-
holes Reservoir. We didn't see as many birds as we'd 
hoped, but it was a gorgeous weekend and great com-
pany. Our private island was only a little over a mile 
from the launch, but it felt as remote as a South Seas 
atoll (well, except for the power boats roaring by occa-

sionally...JD). Yellow-headed Blackbirds hopped around 
the highlands snaring low flying insects, several pairs of 
Western Grebes swam and dove elegantly just off the 
beach, and there were always phalanxes of cormorants 
flying formation and looking like they were heading out 
on a bombing mission.  

We had camp set up by noon on Saturday and every-
body hurried lunch, eager to be back on the water with 
the lighter boats. We spent the afternoon paddling the 
convoluted pathways between the islands and then 
through swamp-like forest flooded by seasonally high 

water. The Haugans (Eric & Julie) demonstrated their 
route-finding abilities by guiding some of the group to 
the waterfall that marks the Winchester Wasteway's 
entrance to the reservoir. Back at camp, appetizers ap-
peared (and disappeared) moments after we hit shore 
then slid slowly into dinner with much talk and not a 
little wine. Several hours later, we finished with Jeb's 

birthday cake and sat around a now welcome fire for a 

couple more hours, drank a bit more wine, and watched 

the resident beaver patrol the channel between his 
lodge and the island.  

Sunday we were awakened by members of the Coyote 
Band singing to each other in a great circle around the 

island. The McMinneys had their own yellow-head who 
set stage directly over their tent and went through his 
entire repertory of strange noises. We set off soon after 
breakfast and were at the cars by noon, home in time 
to do a bit of work in the yard (or collapse on the couch 
for a long nap! JD).   Report from Jud Weaver, trip 
leader 

This weekend at Potholes reservoir east of the Colum-

bia River, we were introduced to local Audubon gour-

met canoeing camp-outs! Surprisingly, it was a holiday 
from the urgency to keep binoculars up and ready. But 
even in passive mode, we witnessed many parades of 
grebes, egrets, cormorants, Yellow-headed Blackbirds, 
coots--and also carp and beaver performing at sunset. 
Tales were told about descending legendary rivers & 

cascades in BC, Manitoba, 
and Yukon Territories in 
Canada.  

This quiet-water trip to a 
sand island camp required 
only versatility, from inten-
sive chatting to silent pad-
dling and observing. Dinner 

included guacamole, olive 

dip, snow-pea appetizers, a 
pheasant curry dish, tabouli 
salad, and seafood pasta, 
birthday cake, and too many 
varieties of wine to remem-
ber - or was it poor memory 

due to sipping?  

The water level fluctuation reduces the terrestrial plant 
life down to very few species, like willows, which easily 
tolerate water levels 10 feet higher in spring than in the 
autumn. Since the area is mostly aquatic, the small 
islands (desert-like, above lakeshore wetness) are 
strongly influenced by nearby aquatic effects, like Can-
ada Goose droppings, beaver pathways, and plants that 

can tolerate lots of animal traffic, including human.  

--Overall, we count ourselves lucky to have been a part 
of that fun trip! 

         Thanks to Tuck Forsythe for another perspective! 

Editorôs note:  We counted 32 species with our com-
bined listsðhighlights were Western Grebe pairs, Black-
crowned Night Herons, Forsterôs Terns, one Black Tern, 
and a cocky Ruddy Duck male with his harem of seven 
ladies! 

Also thanks to Eric & Julie Haugan for the fine photos! 

  

 (another field trip report on page 7é)  
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Muriel & Jud Weaver with faithful navigator, Moses 

Jebôs birthday cake made 
by sister Nina 



Kachess Campground Decision.   

A decision on the Kachess Campground Vegetation and 
Safety Environmental Analysis (EA) has been released. 
Although it had been understood that a new EA would 
be done, Alternative 2 (modified) from the EA done in 
2003 was selected. This would implement the plan de-
scribed in the Scoping Announcement as discussed in 

the March Hooter article. Even though no opportunity 
for further input was offered, we did make a comment. 

In essence, trees over 12 inches in diameter (other 
than Western White Pine, Lodgepole Pine, and cedar) 
that are in root rot areas and could fall on campsites 
and facilities on approximately 30 acres in the Mineral, 
Lodge and Thetis loops are to be logged this year.  On 

the Thetis loop, primarily Douglas fir over 12‖ will be 

cut; where 3 or more Douglas Fir are within 30’ of each 
other they will retained.  Douglas Fir with obvious infes-
tation will be cut regardless. 

While this represents a loss of many large old growth 
trees at Kachess Campground there are some positive 

aspects. 

Equipment used will remain on the roads in order to 
prevent further soil compaction. Trees of commercial 
value will be sold; remaining slash will be scattered and 
left to decompose naturally.  Cull logs will be left for 
management needs, including controlling traffic.  It is 
possible that logs sold will be utilized for other projects 

such as I-90 wildlife bridges and the Yakima River res-
toration project where there is a need for large logs. 

Many small trees will be retained and disease-resistant 
trees planted.  Two campsites near the ―big tree‖ area 
will be closed, and presently closed campsites on Thetis 
loop will be opened again. Some of the big trees on 
Thetis will remain. 

It is going to be a shock for those campers from Seattle 
who have no idea that this is happening. The camp-

ground is going to look a lot different. 

Thanks to Janet Nelson, Conservation Chair, for keeping 
us informed about conservation issues  close to home. 
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Bald Eagle Nest in Yakima Canyon 

The many wintering eagles that decorate our rivers, canyons and fields in Kittitas County generally 

leave by April for nesting sites farther north.  Bald 

Eagles nest abundantly in western Washington 

along river systems and the coast, but east of the 

Cascade crest, nesting eagles seem to be sparsely 

documented.  They do favor the eastern mountain 

lakes and reservoirs, like Cle Elum and Rimrock 

Lakes, for nest sites (breeding bird maps for Kitti-

tas County at http://www.soundtosage.org/

soundtosage/ ).  A plentiful supply of fish is the criti-

cal factor in their choice and success.   

This spring an eagle pair is giving it a try in lower 

Yakima River Canyon, and will be providing nice 

views of the process from the highway shoulder.  

A nest site in the lower County is a rare treat.  

Good luck and good fishing! 
Thanks to Steve Moore for article & photo  

Here are some Brown 
Pelicans we saw at the 
Grayland beach this 
week (early May). 
They were in about a 
half mile strip getting 
something along with 
the gulls. Quite a 
sight!         
  from 
Keith & Karen Johnson 

http://www.soundtosage.org/soundtosage/
http://www.soundtosage.org/soundtosage/


   Cassin Who? 
Cassinôs Finches have been assaulting feeders this spring through-

out Kittitas valley.  With warm weather arriving, however slowly, the 

burry question-and-answer calls of nesting Cassinôs Vireos will be 

heard soon along nearby riparian habitats.  Three other birds, king-

bird, sparrow and auklet, also 

bear John Cassin’s name.    

Born in 1813 and educated in Phila-

delphia,  Cassin became a naturalist,  

bird fanatic, and taxonomist in the era of the exploration of the Ameri-

can west.  Though not an explorer or collector himself, with an honor-

ary position at the Philadelphia Academy of Natural Sciences, he was 

able to obtain collections of western birds and natural materials being 

shipped back from military expeditions and railroad surveys, as the 

Mexican War and settlement of California  began to open  the west.   At 

a time when natural science was not a living in itself, Cassin supported himself 

with other work, eventually running a printing company supported by government 

contracts.  He was thus able to print many of his own studies of birds, including a 

volume of illustrations of western and Mexican birds, but further printing attempts 

ran into financial hurdles, and then came the Civil War.  Cassin participated and 

was imprisoned, the experience damaging his already frail health.  He died soon 

after the war at age 55.  The arsenic used to preserve bird skins at the time con-

tributed to his poor health.  Cassin’s career resulted in the description of 200 new 

birds, and his name is memorialized among the western birds he loved. (Thanks 

to, and more internet info at:  Harry Fuller,  http://www.towhee.net/ ) 

       Thanks to Steve Moore for article & bird photos 
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Steve Moore 

Steve Moore 

Female Cassinôs Finch 

Male Cassinôs Finch 

Hawk Perch Project  

Owls and other avian predators are 
being engaged by Oregon fruit 

growers to combat infestations of 
voles and gophers that cost them 
thousands of dollars from damaged 
trees. Pesticides are increasingly of 
concern and they add measurably to 
the cost of production (as well as 

degradation of our precious water 
supply).  This information is in an 
article sent us by a former resident 
of our valley who now lives near 

Medford: Paul Sollie, whom some 
Chapter members likely recall from 
the years he lived here. 

Barn owls are especially good for 
this effort because they like man-
made structures and theyôre rela-
tively comfortable around human 
activity.  The number one limiting 
factor for Barn Owls is nesting sites; 
so some growers are putting out 

owl and other bird houses ï one 
grower has installed 35 owl boxes 
and two boxes for kestrels. 

Our hay growers are faced with a 
rodent problem involving the same 

characters.  The presence of hay 
barns should encourage a popula-
tion of Barn Owls, but for another 
effective predator our Valley is short 
of adequate perches from which 
hawks can scan the country and 
plan their next move.  Paul has 

written twice strongly encouraging 
our Chapter to do something; he 

writes to describe a campaign to 
install hawk perches, and he in-
cludes specific suggestions as to 
how to proceed with both construc-

tion and installation and community 
engagement. 

There are many ways a hawk perch 
campaign could engage the commu-
nity ï e.g. people to construct and 
install, students at all levels to par-

ticipate in a meaningful way all the 
while furthering one of Kittitas 
Audubonôs missions. 

What is needed first and foremost is 
someone to lead such a pro-

ject.  There was discussion at a re-
cent Board meeting; people on the 
Board have their hands full, so 
weôre hoping a raptor lover from the 
membership will rise to the occa-
sion.              

       Hal Lindstrom 

http://www.towhee.net/


Hereôs a selection of recent listings from our very own 

regional ñBirdKittò, an online ñlistserveò for all birders 
interested in bird sightings in Kittitas County. 

If you are not already signed up, hereôs how to do it:  
send an email to subscribe@yahoogroups.com .  Reply 

to the first email about Birdkitt that you receive from 
ñyahoogroupsò.  To unsubscribe: send email to birdkitt

- unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com .  If you have diffi-

culty, email Beth Rogers kittitasaudubon@inland.net           
or Chris Caviezel chris.caviezel@gmail.com 

Thanks to Beth Rogers and Cricket Webb for get-

ting this up and running!  This is a great resource 

for finding places to look for birds in the valley. 

May 5th:  A Lincoln Sparrow was 
sighted at Umtanum on Saturday 
during the morning bird walk for 
the Get Intimate with the Shrub-

Steppe event. This one was in the 
bushes just after passing under the 
railroad track. 

There were 2 bird walks for the day 
at the GISS event. One at  
Umtanum and one at Helen 

McCabe State Park each of which 
reported a total of 30 species. To-
tal species count for the day was 
42. Other species were typical of 
our spring sightings. Most  
notable was what wasn't seen on 

the Umtanum trip. Apparently the  
Lazuli Bunting and Yellow-breasted 
Chat were not back yet perhaps  
because the event occurred a week 
earlier than previous years. 

Field trip leaders were Kerry Turley 

at Umtanum and Deb Essman at 
McCabe.   Beth Rogers 

May 7th:   One Redpoll, White-
crowned Sparrow, American Gold-
finches, House Finches, English 
Sparrows, chickadees. Heard one 

nuthatch. One hummer was feed-
ing on my cherry blossoms. Never 
seen them in the cherry tree be-
fore. Interesting.   Ken (Ellensburg) 

May 11th:   Hi all - Just had some-
one send us photos of a Barred 

Owl that was taken on the CWU 
campus yesterday…...still have 
White-crowned Sparrows in the 
yard, a few Gold-crowned have 

shown up...  The Long-billed Cur-
lews are displaying over the pas-
ture, a couple of Pine Siskins in the 

yard, lots of Yellow-rumped War-
blers in our willows as well as a few 
Downy Woodpeckers. Snipes are 
winnowing everywhere; the Swain-

son’s Hawk is on the nest on Van-
tage.  Jeeped down to Quilomeme 
Bay yesterday—wildflowers bloom-
ing everywhere—Hooker’s balsam-
root, lupine, pentstamen, larkspur, 
hedgehog cactus, and buckwheat 

sp…...birds singing everywhere in 
the sage….. Vesper Sparrows, 
Brewer’s Sparrows, and Horned 
Larks. It was glorious.     Deborah 

on the Brick Mill Rd north of Kittitas 

May 14th:  Good Morning,  I'm a 
new member to Birdkitt and this is 
my first posting: I had a great view 
of a pair of Eurasian Collared 

Doves this morning at 6 am on the 
corner of Anderson and Washing-
ton. What makes this so special to 
me is that it is a new life-list bird! 
(Cricket - thank you for telling me 
what to look for - I guess I never 
paid enough attention to the doves 

before) I walked to CWU - yeah, I 
was looking for the Barred Owl - no 

luck - but I did see some beautiful 
Evening Grosbeaks and Wilson's 
Warblers. Thanks for letting me 
share my sightings!     Dawn Bishop 

May 18th:  Sunday on the Teana-

way Road just South of the fish 

hatchery, there was a Sandhill 
Crane feeding along side of the 
road.  It was  great view!          
  Diane Deleon-Monroe 

May 17th: The following was a post 
to tweeters over the weekend. 
Penny Koyama from the Seattle 
area found a pair of grackles near 

Irene Reinhart. The post men-
tioned Common Grackles, but the 
description of a purple head might 
match Great-tailed better. I won't 
be able to check it out until Satur-
day when I have pass through go-
ing to Wenatchee. Can somebody 

check to see if they are still 
around, get some additional details 
if seen and keep us posted? I'd be 
very curious if these birds were 
Common Grackle, Great-tailed 
Grackle, or a grackle X Brewer’s 

Blackbird hybrid.  Scott Downes 

May 18th:  Regarding the report on 

the grackles, we tried to find them 
this evening 7:30-8:30 PM.  No 
luck.  Looked on both sides of the 
river, which is high and muddy. 
     Jeb & Gloria Baldi   
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Another (Mountain) Bluebird we saw today, this time we 
got to see her eggs as well!!!!!  This was taken at Box #5 
(I think - possibly #6) that Yakima Audubon maintains on 
the trail that is (5?) miles south from Irene Rinehart Park 
going up the Umtanum canyonéé                      

                                                Chris Caviezel    5/17 
 
 
 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ƴƻǘŜΥ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ǎŜƴǘ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΗ  
5ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƪŜǎ ¢ƘŜ IƻƻǘŜǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ 
and personal?  Please consider sending some of your sum-
mer photos and sharing stories. 

Chris Caviezel photo 
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BECOME AN AUDUBON MEMBER!!  

Receive The Hooter ~ help support education and conservation activities and projects!  

 

_____  Become a member of Kittitas Audubon  $20    (includes monthly newsletter) 

_____  Join as a National Audubon member     $20    (renewals $35)    

   (includes local membership & monthly newsletter) 

_____   Make a donation.  Amount enclosed   $_______ 

Mail to:  Kittitas Audubon,  PO Box 1443,  Ellensburg, WA 98926                                                          
          Checks payable to Kittitas Audubon                                            Darling Bird Studios, ©2007 UNA  

Kittitas Audubon is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational society. All memberships and donations are tax-deductible. 

 

Membership forms are also available on our Web site: Kittitasaudubon.org. 
 

Webmaster – Mark Whitesell        Email markwhitesell@hotmail.com 

 

Check out our website ~ see The Hooter in color at Kittitasaudubon.org 

Name   ___________________________________                                                                            

Address  __________________________________   

City   ______________________________________        

State, ZIP  ________________________________ 

  Chapter  Code Y22 XBP 

Phone   ____________________________________                                                                           

Cell      ____________________________________               

Email   ____________________________________ 

Would you like to receive The Hooter electronically?        

 Yes ____      No, prefer paper edition ____ 

Birding by the Map (3rd Saturday bird walk) to 

map location #6 ï the Roslyn Urban Forest 

Summer may be more than a month away but the Bird-
ing by the Map field trip on May 16th sure felt like sum-
mer, warm enough to make a shirt-sleeve hike perfect 

and standing in the sunny patches listening to bird calls 
a joy.   

The spring birds were out enjoying the day as well.   
Our trail followed a riparian ravine so we were often at 
eye level with Wilson’s, Audubon, MacGillivray’s and 
Nashville Warblers.  Alice, a new member to Kittitas 
Audubon and also new to western birds, got to see her 
first Western Tanager.  Both Townsend Solitaire and 

Warbler showed up for us. 

As happens often in dense wooded areas some birds 

were only heard. It would have taken an hour or more 
to identify the Empidonax flycatcher, but I felt good 
that we got the genus. The best way to distinguish it 
would have been by the call.  Jan’s bird call sheet music 
and good ear were able to ID a Cassin’s Vireo, and my 
familiarity with Mt. Chickadees added two more species 

to the list. To reach 19 species, add Turkey Vulture, 
Rufous Hummingbird, Calliope Hummingbird, a Hairy 
Woodpecker, raven, crow, Violet-green Swallow, Red-
breasted Nuthatch, American Robin, Pine Siskin and the 
inevitable starling.      
              Thanks to Cricket Webb 

And another field trip reporté.. 

Violet-green Swallow  

Besides the violet-green color, good field marks are the white 
έǎŀŘŘƭŜέ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƛƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǳǇ 

around the eye.  A pair of these swallows fledged a family of 4 (out of 
a clutch of 5 eggs) at the north end of Hayward Road in 2008. 

Tim Avery photo (wwwutahbirds.org) 

mailto:markwhitesell@hotmail.com


Kittitas Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 1443 

Ellensburg WA 98926 
http://www.kittitasaudubon.org 

THANKS TO KITTITAS COUNTY BUSINESSES SUPPORTING KAS! 

Inland Internet , Roslyn, donates Internet service for our Website: http://www.kittitasaudubon.org  

Old Mill Country Store , Ellensburg  ~  Provides a discount on bird seed to KAS members  

and prints our county bird lists.  Get your bird seed here!  

Kittitas Audubon summer break!  

Next general meeting and program 
will be September 17th, 2009  

 

Mark your calendars with fall programs: 
 

 September 17th  -  Andy Stepniewski, 
"Raptors of Washington" 

October 15th  -  David Knibb, author of 
"Grizzly Wars"    

All Audubon meetings, held on the 3rd Thurs-
day of each month, September through May 
(except December), are open to the public, so 

feel free to come and meet with us.  A brief 

business session precedes the program. Stay 
afterwards for juice, treats and conversation. 

Summer 
Picnic!!!  
Membership 

Picnic/Potluck 

 August 20th 

 5:30 at Hal and 

Gloria Lindstrom’s 

on Hanson Rd. 

The August Hooter 

will bring you all the 

details…. 

The mission of Kittitas Audubon Society is to develop an appreciation of nature 
through education and conservation, with a focus on birds.  The goal for KAS is a 

vibrant active organization recognized in Kittitas County. 


