The Hooter

. Kittitas Audubon Society

August 2009

AUGUST MEMBERSHIP PICNIC/POTLUCK

August 20 " ~ 5:30 PM

Hal & Gl ori a Lindstromébs

Grilled hamburgers, buns, and the trimmings furnished by KAS

Members bring the rest T salads or desserts

BYOB. plates, utensils, & cloth napkins for each person in your party

Please RSVP by August 17th so we have an idea of the number of people attending

Call Jan 933 -1179, Gloria L. 925 -1807, or Jeb 933 -1558

Bring folding chairs!

Live(ly) Old-Time Fiddle Music by Scatter Creek! (Jan & Steve & friends)

Music until

[ tés time to feed

September PROGRAM

ORapt Befenfd®y  Andy Stepniewski
THURSDAY, September 17th

@ 7:00 PM ~ ELLENSBURG HIGH SCHOOL ~ ROOM 232

Look for details in the September Hooter

All Audubon meetings, held on the 3rd Thursday of each month, September through May (except De-

cember), are open to the public, so feel free to come and meet with us. A brief business session pre-
cedes the program. Stay afterwards for juice, treats and conversation.

Future Programs
October 15th: David Knibb

(mark your calendar!)

i AGrizzly Bear sNovember19th: TBA

* Owl print from AYell ow Monday S
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
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KAS BOARD MEMBERS

President i Tom Gauron 968 -3175
Vice President 1 Gloria Lindstrom 925 -1807
Secretary i Jim Briggs 933-2231
Treasurer 1 Denee Scribner 933 -2550
Conservation i Janet Nelson 509 -674-6165
Chris Caviezel 425 -434 -0899
Education i Beth Rogers 674 -1855
Field Trip Coordinator - Jeb Baldi 933 -1558
Newsletter 1 Jan Demorest 933-1179
(bobcat@kvalley.com)
*Librarian - Ginger Jensen 925 -5816
*Social/Greeter 1 Kay Forsythe 925 -2356
Membership T Jonine Collins 509 -649 -2695
Historian 1 Marianne Gordon 964 -2320
Program Coordinator i Hal Lindstrom
925 -1807
Publicity i Gerry Sorenson 968 -4857
Wildlife Habitat 7 Joe Meuchel 933-3011
Bluebird boxes 1 Jan Demorest 933-1179
Past President 0 Gloria Baldi 933 -1558
*Christmas Bird Count 1 Phil Mattocks
962 -2191

*NON -VOTING VOLUNTEER POSITIONS

KAS Board Meetings are held at 4:30
PM on the 1st Thursday of each
month on the third floor of the CWU
Science Bldg, Room 301 (above the
elephant desk). These meetings are
open to the public and all Audubon
members; please come and join in
the discussions. Meetings adjourn
by 6:00 or 6:30, after which we all
go out for a sociable dinner ~ NO
business discussion allowed!

Book Review

The Hooter

Flyaway: How a Wild Bird Rehabber Sought Adventure and

Found Her Wings by Suzie Gilbert

iMy goal was
really like 7 from close, day
vations that reveal both their inner and
outer lives. The feedback | have received
has been gratifying: readers tell me they
are putting decals on their windows,

to

a plea at the end of the book to support
Audubon and Open Space organizations,
so | hope my book may have some posi-
tive effect there,

suzie gilbert |
-' - =
Editords note: |

email . The author is asking people to help promote her book. It
sounds like a good read to me!) You can Google her name and/or
the title.

Aknowo| t

| planting bird -friendly trees, and avoiding
n) clearing that patch of woods at the edge
of their property, all because they sud-
Q ‘denly feel they

show what
-to -day obser-

he

t ool O

recedgi ved

Send in your stories & photos!

The Hooter is the newsletter of the
Kittitas Audubon Society, pub-
lished monthly except for July.

Submissions from readers are
most welcome and encouraged!

The editor reserves the right to edit
for space, grammar, and/or suitabil-
ity. Email text and/or photos to
bobcat@kvalley.com or snail mail to
Jan Demorest, Editor, 1009 North B
Street, Ellensburg, WA 98926. Sub-
missions need to be in by the 15th of
the preceding month.

Washington Bird -Watching Research Survey

Please patrticipate!

Audubon Washington is just completing the final loop of the Great
Washington State Birding Trail. Many individuals and organiza-
tions have been working diligently to complete this project. | am
on the faculty at Central Washington University and was involved
in the Sun and Sage Loop. We are seeking your assistance on a
very important research project. | am working with Audubon
Washington and others in order to investigate the economic im-
pact of birdwatching -related activities on Washington state, as
well as your attitudes and preferences regarding birdwatching
and the environment. It involves 10 -15 minutes to complete an
on-line survey. Access the survey by going to the following link:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/Birdwatchers

Your participation is voluntary, but very important so that your
ideas and preferences are taken into consideration. Your re-
sponses will be collectively analyzed, anonymously, and kept
strictly confidential. Thank you again. If you have any questions

or have problems with accessing or completing the survey, please
contact me:  masbergb@cwu.edu _ or phone: 509 -963-1969

Dr. Barbara Masberg ~ Central Washington University
Recreation and Tourism Program

GET YOUR HOOTER ONLINE
Save paper, printing, postage. If you would prefer to
receive the electronic version, send your name,
mailing address, & email address to:
info@Kkittitasaudubon.org
the beginning of
with quick link to the new Hooter.

At each

md

nt h
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May 30th Winegar Canyon ~ Six people parked what flycatcher but she (or he?) was hunkered down in
near the mouth of Joe Watt Canyon on a calm sunny that nest and was NOT going to give us enough of a
morning, where a blocked road leads quietly 1/4 mile view for an ID, so it had to go on the list as Empidonax.

south into Winegar Canyon, a short riparian furrow that
crosses from bitterbrush  -grassland up into ponderosa.
It is the site of an old homestead, and a seasonal creek
sinks into the meadow at the mouth, watering marshy
grass, ancient fruit trees, and a lilac in full flower. Birds
active in the bitterbrush and chokecherry greeted us
immediately: Bul | oc k 6 s , Qazdli Buntmg ,
Brewer 6s Bl aantt Mesteth3leadowlark
Bluebird boxes placed in 2008 were examined in the
grassy pastureland, and we found two occupied by

Cedar Waxwing , Western Wood  -Pewee and Spot-
ted Towhee  were all in
typical locations with
swallows (Cliff & North-

ern Rough -winged)
dashing about overhead.
Add two hummingbird spe-
cies, a Calliope seen and a
Rufous heard.

Western Bluebirds , with clutches of eggs, and one by OH WAIT 71 the real high-

a Tree Swallow . (Up the canyon, House Wrens domi- light was the pair of ~ Rock
nate these boxes.) Colorful sights in the riparian zone Wrens . Or maybe it was
included Western Tanager , Chipping Sparrow , and the Western Tanager
Spotted Towhee . No warblers reported, but we heard Ok, so we saw some very
and briefly saw  Warbling Vireos nesting in the willow - fine birds on the trail. |
cottonwood thicket. Total 19 species (a list of quality, canbét choose which
not quantity.) Steve Moore best.

June 14 " Spotted Owls with Stan Sovern ~ Stan Note that we only followed the main trail and the can-

has been tracking and researching Spotted Owls in the yon is braided with trails. Since this a very protected

Cle Elum Ranger District for 20 years. He knew pre- area, you could hike this canyon on those not -so -rare
cisely where to find an owl family for ten KAS mem- windy days, taking a different trail every time.

bers, who ranged in age from 10 to 90 years. For
nearly an hour all observed a pair of adults with their
two chicks in the family dynamics of sharing food. Live
mice were provided by Stan, and the male would im-
mediately capture it and pass it to the female. She de-
termined which chick would receive the next mouse

As good as the birds were on the trail, the parking lot

was the bonanza. | had to leave early but since we had

met in the parking lot (remember | said | would get

back to this) the guys who stayed behind reported Yel-
low -breasted Chat ,orioles,anda Red -naped Sap-
sucker . The complete list is finished off with the usual

meal. suspects of American Robin , St el | er OBlackJ-ay
Mice are used to determine how many young are being capped Chickadee , Red -shafted Flicker , crow, Tur-
fed in that nest. The downy white chicks, so soft in key Vulture and the Killdeer seen on the way out of the
appearance and one definitely larger than the other, canyon. Cricket Webb
were a treat to watch at close range. Shortly after the h o .
field trip they were banded with unique colors, with the June 28 _ Birds of Kitlitas Sage Country _ ~ Deb-
hope they will be found nesting in our forest in the fu- o_rah Es_sman We started S_unday morning on a mis-
ture. From constant monitoring and noting the band sion to find the local  Burrowing Owl  colony, and were
color on the adults, Stan informed us the male was not disappointed. We saw at least two adults and one
i mmature, despite the Cbntiriegzy o co

twelve years of age and the female, three. Spotted ) -
east on the Vantage Highway, we stopped at a favorite

Owls in our area are declining 6 -7 percentlyear, an ex- ?

tremely rapid rate. Thanks to Stan for the spot where an Demorest qnd Steve Moore mopltor

fexperience of a |ife tdJetBald several of their many bluebird boxes. A nice protected
area out of the wind, we were able to all get extremely

June 20 " Birds by Map (site# 20) Robinson Can- goodlooksat Br ewer 6s S p,aSage dhrashers

on_~ Cricket A beautiful but windy day was enjoyed and Mountain Bluebirds . Further along the highway

by three people. For a change of pace, we met at the we stopped where Jan and Steve have been watching

Robinson Canyon parking lot, a fortuitous choice, but an Ash -throated Flycatcher in one of their bluebird

more about that later. First bird was a Black -headed boxes. Long past the time the eggs should have

Grosbeak in the parking lot before we headed out on hatched, we discovered that the female had abandoned

the trail. the nest, leaving behind beautiful white and brown

It takes a village to build the best scope. We assem- marbled eggs that were apparently sterile. Stopping at

bl ed Jebds scope (the best sco pf_ge Gé”%"? %t%e fﬁrg_'P‘%:%eé“_’i H\atﬁlﬂ\elgh\l'yatdﬁd a hil

lighter tripod and | had the widget that connected tha pagowk W eeding Its |ns(|js en de _glr;g. ('150 while

them. That turned out to be an excellent choice. erea ROCKIWIEN Sang and posed nicely and we
strained to identify two Sage Sparrows chasing each

The highlight of the trip was the flycatcher nest that other through the bitterbrush and sage. A Western
required that scope. | would love to tell you exactly (Continued on pagé)
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(Continued from pag8)

Kingbird and Northern Oriole also gave us good looks.  Down by the Columbia River we were serenaded by an-

other Lark Sparrow & what a beautiful song. We also puzzled briefly over a

Lark Sparrow ' HouseFinch with so much sticky mulberry fruit on i
formed!  Atthe Ginko State Park Museum area we watched a pair of Saybs

Phoebes and heard, then saw,a  Western Wood -Pewee . We also finished off

the swallow list with  Cliff, Violet -green, and Barn . Heading back to E -burg,

my group stopped on the Number 81 Rd. next to the smaller pond, and were

treated to a beautiful dark -morph Swai ns on6s soarmgwight overhead.

The mate was on a nest in a cottonwood to the west. Ending at my house we

were surprised by another Swainsondés hawk foll
across the road. Apparently it knew that rodents and insects might be flushed

from the tall timothy hay. As the Swainsonés
Northern Harrier flew up and did it o6s Ndtebetdetdrred, dr i ve i

the Swainsonds pounced on a vole or juiecy gr as
posttofeast. Jebés gr ou pPrarie Batcand , £anada Goose , Turkey

Vulture, and Black -billed Magpie on their way home. It was a glorious day,

with 41 species!  Thank you to everyone that participated. Deb Essman

July 4th First Saturday BirdWalk What a beautiful morning! Three

KAS members, plus four visitors from out of the county (one from Califor-

nia) gathered to see our local birds. There was much activity in the bird

world with young to feed. We discovered two Western Wood  -Pewee
nests, both about thirty feet above the ground, at the bend of a major hori-

zontal branch in cottonwood trees. Downy Woodpeckers with fledglings
were numerous, as well as the chickadees, and we spotted several Yellow
Warblers . However, as the sun rose higher, it became quite warm, so we

ended the enjoyable morning with a tally of 21 species. Gloria & Jeb Baldi

July 11 "™ Grass Camp Loop Trail - Wild plants and Birds ~ Forsythes
On Saturday July 11, 2009, a joint venture with Kittitas Audubon and the
Washington Native Plant Society took place. 9 people, including 4 from the

West Side, convened at Naneum Meadows and enjoyed the wetland plants

at length, before finally going up around the Grass Camp Loop trail (6 miles). All were in good humor, despite

the mosquitoes, and saw many interesting plants, referencing the plant list from WNPS. Don Knoke added sev-

eral to his list during the day. Views were wonderful to the Mission Ridge area. A Western Tanager close by
was a bright spot in the day, as were the dried mangos, fruit bars and soy bars shared by Steve Moore, Kay

Forsythe, and Barbara Downward! A showy bitterroot that we'd only seen before in Chelan Co, Lewisia tweedii,

was the big surprise for Kay and Tuck. Lovely, warm, beautiful day. Tuck Forsythe

July 18 '™ Birds by Map (site #7) Cle Elum River Corridor ~ Cricket The third Saturday field trip schedule
said site 7, Cle Elum River Corridor meaning from the dam down. When | was putting out the reminder | was

thinking Upper Cle Elum River valley, site 12. So -0-0 we did a little of both. It was hot . There were only three of
us but we had a good time and did see lots of birds, especially earlier in the day.

I\MIW/ We started out going to the pond where Bullfrog Road crosses the Cle Elum River.

I had never been there and was pleasantly surprised at the setting and the wildlife.
First there was the requisite Great Blue Heron and a Red -tailed Hawk . Nothing
out of the ordinary there. Then closer to us: what was that flitting behind the
leaves? And another one. And another one. Gray Catbirds ! They came out sev-
eral times  for us to get very good looks.

Flycatcher
|

The Western Wood  -Pewees were everywhere calling and catching. The real les-

son for the day involved figuring out what those other two flycatchers were. After

a long discussion and referring to our guides we decided on Dusky and Willow

Flycatchers . Later in the day we added the Olive -sided Flycatcher . We also got
agreatvisual ofa  Common Yellowthroat whi ch | hadnét seen for m
What a nice bird.

After driving the length of Lake Cle Elum, we took a narrow side road south from
(Continued on pag®)
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Scientists to Investigate Conservancy , and The Johnson Foundation at
. . . e Wingspread .
Wind Power Impacts on Migratory Wildlife o »
Industry and conser- Top research priorities identified by the coalition
. include:
vation representa-
tives set research 1 Studying bird and bat behaviors and more
priorities accurately estimating mortality at existing
) wind turbines
Racine, WI & Ithaca, i Using current and newly  -obtained information
NY, July 23,2009 - on bird and bat population numbers and dis-
Thirty top wildlife sci- tributions to focus research on critically im-
entists have announced portant migratory routes and timing
agreement on some of , , . :
the highest research Documenting how interactions of birds and

priorities to help Amer- bats with turbines are affected by factors
icads rapidly growing wind e f¥hasyeanss tpgograppyyangthe dis-
duce much -needed alternative energy 8 while tribution within airspace swept by wind tur-

also providing safe passage for birds and bats. bine blades _
This coalition of scientists from industry, govern- Establish standardized methods for pre - and

ment, nongovernmental organizations, and uni- post -construction studies of bird and bat be-
versities met recently in Racine, Wisconsin, to havior at wind facilities

address unanswered questions about how contin- 9 Conduct research on the best methods for
ued wind energy development will affect migrat- mitigating the impacts of wind energy devel-
ing birds and bats. The meeting was hosted by opment on birds and bats

the Cornell Lab of Ornithology , the American Bird

For more information, contact the Editor.

(Field trips - Continued from pagh

French Cabin Creek to a pond Jo Ellen and | had been
to in the past. Unfortunately it was a beaver pond and
since the beavers are no longer in residence, there
was little water and it was far away. As we walked in,
however, we spooked a little grouse family. The back-
ground sound as we glassed the field was the clucking
of mama calling her chicks to her. A mama Harle-
quin Duck  and ducklings were in a creek under one of
the bridges on the way back to the main road. From
there we drove to Cooper Lake, over Cooper Pass, and
a short way up the rocky road north of Salmon la Sac,
enjoying different butterflies feeding on yarrow by the
side of the road. By adding in all the usual thrushes,
swallows, chickadees, etc., we sighted 39 species, di-
vided about equally between the two sites.

Marianne Gordon

A BIG THANKYOU!

This past year we have had some great trips, thanks to people like Charles Hawkins (Sage Grouse), Jud and
Muriel Weaver (Pot Holes Reservoir via canoe), Steve Moore  (Winegar Canyon), Marilyn & Gerry Sorenson
(Tall timbers/Lake Wenatchee ), Stan Sovern (Spotted Owls), Deborah Essman (Sage Birds), Kay & Tuck
Forsythe (Grass Camp Loop), and  Cricket & Marianne with the 3 ™ Saturday Birding by Map locations.

They are all members willing to share their time and talent to find the wonderful birds of Kittitas County.

Please consider helping this coming fall and winter with places you would like to share with chapter members.
The more we are in the field the more birds we see. Have you seen all the birds on the county checklist? | will
be happy to help arrange your trip. Please call 933 - 1558 with your suggestions and thoughts. Jeb


http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.birds.cornell.edu&srcid=10141&srctid=1&erid=1230215
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.abcbirds.org%2f&srcid=10141&srctid=1&erid=1230215
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.abcbirds.org%2f&srcid=10141&srctid=1&erid=1230215

