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September PROGRAM :  òRaptors of Washingtonó 
Presented by  Andy Stepniewski  

THURSDAY, September 17th @ 7:00 PM  

Attention! Change of meeting location!  

Hal Holmes Center   ~  209 North Ruby St. (next to the Library)  

Future Programs   (mark your calendar!)    October 15th: David Knibb  ï  ñGrizzly Bearsò 

Washington  State , because of its tremendous diversity of habitats, has 

an impressive variety of raptors, both daytime and nighttime species. 

Andy Stepniewski, from the Yakima Valley Audubon Society, will pre-

sent a program on these birds, concentrating on their identification. He 

will also share life history information, as well as imparting ideas on 

where best to see these incredible birds. Challenging conservation is-

sues face a number of species; these will be mentioned, too.  Andy is 

an orchardist in the Yakima area. His passion is, however, natural his-

tory, birds especially.  

All Audubon meetings, held on the 3rd Thursday of each month, Sep-
tember through May (except December), are open to the public, so feel 

free to come and meet with us.  A brief business session precedes the 
program. Stay afterwards for juice, treats and conversation.  

Darling Bird Studios, ©2007 UNA  

Hawk Perch Project ~ Continued!  

An article appeared in a recent edition of the 

Hooter about constructing and installing hawk 

perches in the Kittitas Valley that included an 

invitation for someone to take responsibility for 

the project.  The person providing the push for 

doing this is former local resident Paul Sol-

lie.   When he lived here, he led an effort to in-

stall hawk perch poles in open farm land areas.  

I would hate writing a response to his latest let-

ter (heôs written three), and say ñSorry Paul, but 

no one has come forth to volunteer to lead such 

a projectò.  Following is his letter:  

Hi Hal,  

Great article in your June -July Hooter.  Hopefully 

it  will shake a ñhawkerò out of your woodwork. 

How about you, Hal? You already have an in with 

Eburg schools.  

Corral the KV Game agent, and visit the Eburg 

VocAg instructor.  Probably he is on a 12 -month 

contract as most larger district Ag teachers are. 

Heôs busy all summer generating student com-

munity service activity.  The hawk project just 

might be a perfect fit.  

Local sawmills and blacksmith shops readily do-

nate their scraps to worthy projects.  The perches 

could be more easily and quickly constructed of 

wood.   Steel is just more permanent.  

Iôd sure like to talk to the person who 

ñvolunteers.ò  My phone number is 541 -774 -

4297.    Or via e -mail later.  

(Continued on page 2)  

Adult Ferruginous Hawk ~   
Washington's most endan-

gered  raptor  

Photo by Ellen Stepniewski  
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KAS BOARD MEMBERS  

President ï Tom Gauron   968 -3175  
Vice President ï Gloria Lindstrom  925 -1807  
Secretary ï Jim Briggs   933 -2231  
Treasurer ï Denee Scribner   933 -2550  
Conservation ï Janet Nelson    509 -674 -6165  
 Chris Caviezel        425 -434 -0899  
Education ï Beth Rogers   674 -1855  
Field Trip Coordinator -  Jeb Baldi  933 -1558  
Newsletter ï Jan Demorest  933 -1179  
*Librarian  -   Ginger Jensen  925 -5816  
Social/Greeter ï Kay Forsythe  925 -2356  
*Membership ï  Jonine Collins  509 -649 -2695   
Historian ï Marianne Gordon  964 -2320  
Program Coordinator ï Hal Lindstrom   
    925 -1807  
Publicity ï Gerry Sorenson   968 -4857  
Wildlife Habitat ï Joe Meuchel  933 -3011  
Bluebird boxes ï Jan Demorest  933 -1179  
Past President ð Gloria Baldi  933 -1558  

*Christmas Bird Count ï Phil Mattocks  
    962 -2191  

*NON -VOTING VOLUNTEER POSITIONS  
 

KAS Board Meetings are held at 4:30 
PM on the 1st Thursday of each 

month on the third floor of the CWU 
Science Bldg, Room 301 (above the 
elephant desk). These meetings are 
open to the public and all Audubon 
members; please come and join in 
the discussions.  Meetings adjourn 

by 6:00 or 6:30, after which we all 
go out for a sociable dinner ~ NO 

business discussion allowed!  

GET YOUR HOOTER ONLINE  
Save paper, printing, postage.  If you would prefer to 

receive the electronic version, send your name,       

mailing address, & email address to: 

info@kittitasaudubon.org  

At the beginning of each month weõll send you an email 

with quick link to the new Hooter.  

Send in your stories & photos!  
 

The Hooter is the newsletter of the 

Kittitas Audubon Society,  pub-

lished monthly except for July.  
   

The editor reserves the right to edit 

for space, grammar, and/or suitabil-

ity.  Email text and/or photos to 

bobcat@kvalley.com  or snail mail to 

Jan Demorest, Hooter Editor, 1009 

North B Street, Ellensburg, WA  

98926.  Submissions need to be in by 

the 15th of the preceding month.  

Submissions from readers are most wel-
come and encouraged! 

Investigating Impacts of Wind Energy                      

on Migratory Wildlife  

Thirty top wildlife scientists met recently to address unan-

swered questions about how continued wind energy devel-

opment will affect migrating birds and bats. New research 

will build upon monitoring and research studies of birds 

and bats before and after construction of existing wind fa-

cilities, and can bring into use a number of new technolo-

gies such as radar, thermal imaging and microphones.  The 

coalition appointed working groups to move this new re-

search agenda forward.  Top priorities identified include:  

¶ Studying bird and bat behaviors, and more accu-

rately estimating mortality at existing wind turbines  

¶ Using current and new population numbers to focus 

research on critical migratory routes  

¶ Documenting the interaction of birds and bats with 

wind currents and turbine blades  

¶ Establishing standard study methods for assessing 

wildlife interactions before and after construction of 

wind sites.  

~  from a press release by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology; 

see  http://www.birds.cornell.edu/pr/wind_wildlife_pr.html for 

the full text . 

Conservation 

[Signed,]  Paul Sollie  

1650 Grand Ave,  Medford, OR   97504  

An interesting recent successful venture in the Tri -Cities 

area, that uses birds to protect crops, is the breeding of the 

Aplomado Falcon (a Central American bird) to guard vine-

yards.   Handlers are trained to work these falcons that are 

tethered and released to do their thing.  

If any person in (or out of) Kittitas  Audubon has the inter-

est and energy to pursue what could be a most worthwhile 

project, contact me or anyone on the KAS Board.  

  

      Hal Lindstrom  

(Continued from page 1)  

 

mailto:info@kittitasaudubon.org
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August 1st    First Saturday BirdWalk  at 

Irene Rinehart Riverfront Park.  No wind, no 

clouds, only sunshine.  Six birders, two new local 

people and four ñold-timersò gathered to tally 

birds.  It was a hot morning, with a high temp 

for the day at 103 degrees, but without much 

sweat we were able to discover 21 species, in-

cluding  lots of Cedar Waxwings and flycatchers.  

We tried to record something other than Western 

Wood -Pewees but no luck.   

Please join us on September 5 th  for the next walk 

which will be lead by President Tom Gauron.  

     Jeb Baldi  
 

August 15th    Birding by the Map: Reecer 

Creek &  Lion Rock   

Any field trip that starts out with a Killdeer and 

ends by almost being run down by a Red - tailed 

Hawk can't be all bad, particularly having 46 

other species in between.    

The first "hot spot"  was along the creek.   We had 

been watching the riparian area along the east 

side of the road, but luckily we remembered to 

pay attention to both sides.   A mixed grove of 

apple, currant, and Bitter Cherry on the west 

side  was hopping with Western Tana-

gers,  Mountain Bluebirds and robins chowing 

down.  The fruits also  attracted  bugs, to the ad-

vantage of a  Western Wood -Pewee.     

Next momentous 

sighting was a Wil-

liamsonôs Sap-

sucker.  The next 

stop, overlooking 

Reecer Canyon 

among  a number of 

standing burned 

trees turned out to 

be "hot spot" Num-

ber Two with a 

Swainson's Thrush, 

Olive -sided Fly-

catcher and West-

ern Bluebird.    

Hot Spot Number 

Three was less a 

ñspotò and more a chain.  In the open meadows 

and grassy areas we flushed flocks of LBJ's (little 

brown jobbers).   We spent a lot of time and 

never did feel like we were anywhere near to 

identifying most of them.   For sure, we had Chip-

ping, Brewerôs, and Vesper Sparrows, House 

Finches, Purple Finches,  Pine Siskins, and Dark -

eyed Juncos.   Also spotted Red -breasted Nut-

hatches, Ruby -crowned Kinglets, Mountain and 

Black -capped Chickadees.  

Lion Rock offers a  varied  panorama of farm 

fields, jagged peaks, and the escarpment leading 

to the flat top of Table Mountain.   The best bird-

ing of the day was at the spring just below the 

rock.   While having our lunch there, we spotted a 

dark sparrowé.maybe a Song Sparrow? NO! No 

breast spot. Closer examination showed it to be 

a Fox Sparrow.   After lunch, a short walk 

brought us  back to the spring. A hole in the 

catch basin allows  water to  leak 

out,  providing  what was obviously a very enjoy-

able bath.  Certainly the juncos were into it ~ I 

have never seen a wetter bunch of birds!   A 

Townsendôs Warbler flew in for a drink.  Yellow -

rumped and  Nashville Warblers were too busy 

chasing insects among the False Hellebore to 

take time for bathing.  

On the way home we stopped at a few ponds, 

adding Mallards and Canada Geese.   It was on 

our departure from the last of these that a Red ï

tailed Hawk, too  intent  on where he was headed, 

swooped right across the road in front of the 

car.   A second earlier and he would have been in 

the back seat with me!    

We ended up with a total count for the day  of 48 

species of birds, plus Mule Deer (with spotted 

fawns), Cascade Mantled Ground Squirrel, and 

Northwestern Chipmunk.    
     Cricket Webb  

Field Trip Reports Page 3 The Hooter 

A Requestéé.requesté..request!!!! 

Do you have a special wild area you would 
like to share with local Audubon members? 
Perhaps your yard, or a hike destination?  
Anywhere we can observe wildlife or some 
natural history would be a fun spot.  The 
more we are in the field the more birds we 
see.  Please consider leading a trip between 
now and next summer.  I will be happy to 
help arrange your trip.  Please call 933 -1558 
with your suggestions and thoughts.   

   Jeb     (Field Trip Coordinator)  

Cricket Webb photo  
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San Juan  Islands  

Birding & Orca Cruise  

October 5 - 7, 2009 ~ Sequim, WA  
 

Join the 

Olympic 
Peninsula 

Audubon 
Society this 
fall for a 

three -day 
cruise 

through the 
spectacular 
San Juan 

Archipelago. Cruise to Roche Harbor Re-
sort and San Juan Island. Picnic on Sucia 

Island State Park, and cruise home via 
dramatic Deception Pass. Register at 

www.olympicpeninsulaaudubon.org  

 Contact 360 -681 -4076  

or email rcoffice@olympus.net   

In 2008, a pair of Western Kingbirds chose this hollowed -out 

fence post on Bettas Road to raise a family.  As the chicks 

grew, they gradually pushed each other out of the nest, and 

only one chick was able to finally fledge!  This year, nest and 

eggs were already in place when it occurred to us to do some-

thing.  The rotten post barely supported our unsightly attempt 

to shore up the nest ï but the birds didnôt mind how it looked, 

and five got out alive and well.  Next year, before they arrive, 

we hope to build them a spiffy (and sturdy) little deck!  

             Jan Demorest  

Western Kingbirds are a familiar 

sight in the county, perching and fly

-catching from telephone wires near 

fields and meadows, their yellow 

breast and bellies a bright spot in 

the greening landscape. Their dis-

tinctive call, a sharp whistle as they 

swoop and dive -bomb the intrepid 

photographer/nest -monitor, trying 

to chase us away!  
Photos by Jan Demorest  

Nestwatch: Western Kingbirds 

Hummingbirds and Flashlight   
Garden Club  

 

Jeb Baldi and Tom Gauron discussing bird-
ing and bird habitat to the Flashlight Gar-
den Club in Ellensburg which meets the 
third Monday of each month at 7:00 PM 
and has field trips within the month.  Thank 
you , Tommie Sue Johnson and members for 
your interest and support.  

Jeb Baldi shows a Stellerôs Jay to 
Garden Club members.  

Photo by Diane Gauron  
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 Observing Kittitas Bluebirds -  2009  

 

This year, we kept an eye on five bluebird nestbox trails 

in the county, recording vital statistics from April to Au-

gust.  We monitored two trails pretty regularly: Hayward 

Hill and Vantage Highway (about a dozen trips each for 

the season).  The Watt Canyon and Robinson elk fence 

trails are dominated by swallows, so we made only 3 -4 

trips each there.  We also peeked in on some 25 boxes in 

the Swauk Prairie farm country.  Each trail has its own 

scenery, pace of observation, and bluebird success.  

2009 was a 

great year for 

returning 

bluebirds, 

and our trails, 

like Yakima 

Valley Audu-

bonôs Vredenburg trail, had record levels of bluebird occu-

pancy, and often, record numbers of fledges.  Cool, rainy 

and of course windy spring weather in Kittitas County did-

nôt seem to dent the larger than normal numbers of mi-

grants seeking boxes for nest sites.   

First broods were mostly successful through fledging of the 

chicks, but significantly, many bluebird pairs opted not to attempt a second brood.  Of second nests 

that were attempted, a substantial number failed (abandoned eggs or chicks).   Why?  We think itôs 

because grasshoppers were very sparsely present in mid -summer (maybe due to sustained freezes 

last winter).   Early summer food ï caterpillars -  was apparently plentiful, but when later summer food 

in the sage -steppe runs out, bluebird pairs and their first families head for the woods rather than try 

to raise another nest of chicks.  

Hayward Hill just seems to be ideal sage -steppe environ-

ment for Mountain Bluebirds, even despite its exposure to 

west winds.  This year had record occupancy (80% blue-

birds) and a slight margin over last year of successfully 

fledged chicks.   As we increase the number of boxes here, 

this number will continue to go up, as the chart suggests.   

Results like this ï the perfect match of human -provided 

nest spaces and a favorable environment -  are really 

heartening for bluebird watchers.  

Swauk Prairie is more ideal for Western Bluebirds.  In 

Kittitas County they like the combination of grass, bitter-

brush and ponderosa pine, and coexist with farmland and 

pasture here.  Western Bluebird occupancy is about 50%; 

they share boxes with Tree Swallows, House Sparrows, and this year with one Violet -Green Swallow.   

Local residents appreciate the birds: they have posted many kinds of boxes on roadside fences and 

pine trunks, and new boxes were added this year.  

Watt Canyon  and Robinson  bluebird trails, with 61 boxes, had 30 -35% bluebird occupancy this year 

ï greater than most years.  These trails host both Westerns, in grass -bitterbrush, and Mountains, pre-

ferring expanses of Big Sage.  The bluebirds are spread out along the trail with Tree Swallows taking 
(Continued on page 6)  

Bluebird Fledges, 

Hayward-Bettas trail
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Hereôs a selection of recent listings from our very own 

regional ñBirdKitt ò, an online ñlistserveò for all birders 
interested in bird sightings in Kittitas County.  

If you are not already signed up, hereôs how to do it:  
send an email to subscribe@yahoogroups.com  .  Reply 

to the first email about Birdkitt that you receive from 
ñyahoogroupsò.  To unsubscribe: send email to birdkitt

-  unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com  .  If you have diffi-

culty, email Beth Rogers kittittasadudbon@inland.net            
or Chris Caviezel chris.caviezel@gmail.com  

Thanks to Beth Rogers and Cricket Webb for get-

ting this up and running!  This is a great resource 

for finding places to look for birds in the valley.  

8/18/09    Fairview Swainsonôs Hawks       

Four birds are 

hanging around 

the nest site near 

Fairview Rd on the 

Old Vantage High-

way. Today at 9 

AM, the dark 

morph female was 

perched on a post 

just east of the 

nest, sometimes 

calling to the fam-

ily. Two birds, the 

light morph adult 

male and a fledge 

(?), were perched 

in a pasture tree 

south of the high-

way. A fourth bird, 

with mottled back 

and front, was on a 

pole to the west. It 

seems the pair 

fledged 2 chicks.  

Note: 8 -24 -09  weôve seen these birds on sev-

eral days in the past week near the nest tree.  

Photo by Steve Moore  

Juvenile Swainsonôs Hawk ~  
note the bold white eyebrow and 

mottled breast  

the intervening boxes.  In this setting, five yearsô re-

cords have shown an interesting result: pairs tend to 

return to the same box for 2 -4 successive years to 

raise their families.  The pattern is interrupted when 

one or both birds of the pair donôt come back - and a 

swallow then often moves into the box.  

Steve Moore & Jan Demorest  

(Continued from page 5)  

Mountain Bluebird female  with grasshopper       
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Consider posting your sightings on BirdKitt ~ we had a flurry of reports in June and July, but 

now things are a bit slow. The birds are still out there ~ share the wonder!  

Kestrels in Don and Judyôs Nestbox 

A kestrel box was presented to Don and Judy 

Thomas of Klickitat County in 2008 by the KAS  

when they hosted our overnight field trip stay.  

The box was duly mounted high on a tree in the 

pines that border their land, along with several 

swallow and bluebird boxes that have been 

erected. This year it attracted a pair of kestrels.  

Judy kindly sent this report:  ñThere was a lot of 

activity  at the box for several weeks the last of 

June, and first two weeks of July.   I could hear 

chicks during the last week, and saw what I as-

sumed was chicks bouncing up to the hole to 

look out or to be first in the feeding queue.   July 

17 we had company and by the time that I got 

down to the box on the 18th they were gone.   I 

looked around the area for the next couple of 

days but never saw any kestrels.   The tree swal-

lows were still nesting nearby and may have 

made life difficult for the fledglings -- they may 

have moved to a more accepting location.  The 

swallows harassed the kestrels constantly.   Next 

year we should probably move the swallow and 

bluebird boxes farther away from the kestrel 

box?ò 

(A good question ï but the luxury of lots of 

space is not always available.  Maybe the kes-

trels are used to it?)  


