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 Charles Darwin is rightfully seen as the most pivotal person in bringing understanding and accep-

tance to the concept of evolutionary change in biological organisms.   This major shift in the way we 

view the living world followed quickly after the publication of his major work, "The Origin of Species" 

150 years ago this year.   As with many other major scientific revo-

lutions, Darwin's success can be attributed to several factors, some 

pertaining to his personal efforts and situation, and others having to 

do with the time and place in which he lived.   We'll examine some 

of these factors as we observe Darwin's 200th birthday this year.    

 Dr. Dave Darda has been a professor of Biological Sciences at CWU 

for the past 22 years.   His primary areas of biological interest are 

vertebrate morphology, evolution, and herpetology.   He has con-

ducted fieldwork in California, Mexico, and the Pacific Northwest, 

and is a coauthor of the book, "Reptiles of Washington and Ore-

gon", published by the Seattle Audubon Society.   In 2002, Dr. 

Darda was honored as the CWU Distinguished University Professor 

of Teaching.   He has twice served as Chair of the Department of 

Biological Sciences, and is currently the Associate Dean of the Col-

lege of the Sciences.  
 

    All Audubon meetings, held on the 3rd Thursday of each month, 
September through May (except December), are open to the public, 
so feel free to come and meet with us.  A brief business session pre-

cedes the program. Stay afterwards for juice, treats and conversa-
tion.  

NOVEMBER PROGRAM  

òCharles Darwin: The right man, at the right place, at the right timeó 
Presented by  Dave Darda  

THURSDAY, November 19th @ 7:00 PM ~ Hal Holmes Center  

This program is jointly sponsored by the Ellensburg Public Library and Kittitas Audubon Society.  

Future Programs                                     

(mark your calendars!)  

 

December 19th:   

     Christmas Bird Count                      

(details in Decemberôs Hooter) 

January 21st, 2010:    

     Jeb & Gloria Baldi      TBA  

Engraving of Charles Darwin based on a 

photograph by Elliott & Fry (c 1880) 

(University of Bristol Library, Special Col-
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The Hooter is now printed on òGrays Harbor 100ó 
paper  ~  100% post -consumer waste, manufac-
tured in Washington State, using 100% renewable, 
zero -carbon -footprint energy.  

Check out the Grays Harbor Paper website at:  

http://www.ghplp.com/index.html  

Your KAS membership dues working for a better environment!  

Let us know what you think!  
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KAS BOARD MEMBERS  

President ï Tom Gauron   968 -3175  
Vice President ï Gloria Lindstrom  925 -1807  
Secretary ï Jim Briggs   933 -2231  
Treasurer ï Denee Scribner   933 -2550  
Conservation ï Janet Nelson    509 -674 -6165  
Education ï Beth Rogers        509 -674 -1855  
Field Trip Coordinator -  Jeb Baldi  933 -1558  
Newsletter ï Jan Demorest  933 -1179  
Historian ï Marianne Gordon  964 -2320  
Program Coordinator ï  
 Hal Lindstrom    925 -1807  
Publicity ï Gerry Sorenson   968 -4857  
Wildlife Habitat ï Joe Meuchel  933 -3011  
Bluebird boxes ï Jan Demorest  933 -1179  
Past President ð Gloria Baldi  933 -1558  

Membership ï  VACANT 

*Christmas Bird Count ï Phil Mattocks  

    962 -2191  

*Librarian  -   Ginger Jensen  925 -5816  

*Social/Greeter ï Kay Forsythe  925 -2356  

*NON -VOTING VOLUNTEER POSITIONS  
 

KAS Board Meetings are held at 4:30 
PM on the 1st Thursday of each 

month on the third floor of the CWU 
Science Bldg, Room 301 (above the 
elephant desk). These meetings are 
open to the public and all Audubon 
members; please come and join in 
the discussions.  Meetings adjourn 

by 6:00 or 6:30, after which we all 
go out for a sociable dinner ~ NO 

business discussion allowed!  

GET YOUR HOOTER ONLINE  
Save paper, printing, postage.  If you would prefer to 

receive the electronic version, send your name,       

mailing address, & email address to: 

info@kittitasaudubon.org  

At the beginning of each month weõll send you an email 

with quick link to the new Hooter.  

Nature of Night 
featuring the 

ē Guided tours of the constellations in the planetarium! 

ē Fun nature at night 

experiments!  

ē Touch soil from 

Mars! 

Saturday, November 21, 2009 

10AM to 3PM 

Black Hall - CWU Campus, Ellensburg  
Please contact cesme@cwu.edu or  

CWU Civic Engagement office at 509-963-1643  

ē Storytelling & art 

projects! 

ē Learn what goes 

bump in the night! 

The CWU Center for Excellence in Science and  

Mathematics Education & community sponsors present  

Bird Fact #1 ~  Mozart once admitted that when 

his pet starling sang his newest composition, 

ñPiano Concerto in G Majorò, back to him, 

with the sharps changed to flats, it was an 

improvement on his work, so he incorporated the sug-

gested changes.  (Comment:  Can you imagine all the 

Starlings in the US being exposed to such melodies and 

then singing from the trees?)  

           ~ from the Daily Record, thanks to Jeb Baldi  

Send in your stories & photos!  
 

The Hooter is the newsletter of the 

Kittitas Audubon Society,  published 

monthly except for July.  
   

 

 

 

The editor 

reserves the right to edit 

for space, grammar, and/or suitabil-

ity.  Email text and/or photos to bob-

cat@kvalley.com  or snail mail to Jan 

Demorest, Hooter Editor, 712 E 2nd 

Ave, Ellensburg, WA  98926.  Submis-

sions need to be in by the 15th of the 

preceding month.  

Submissions                       

from readers are most 

welcome and encouraged!  

BUBBLE 

PLANETARIUM 
A STARLAB PORTABLE PLANETARIUM 

mailto:info@kittitasaudubon.org


OCTOBERôS FIRST SATURDAY BIRDWALK   

What a pleasant day it was!  Eleven people, in-

cluding an out -of - town visitor,  meandered the 

trail in sunny weather at a comfortable 40 de-

grees with no wind.  This was the beginning 

of our 8 th  year.   For some reason the birds 

were scarce even though it was migration time. 

Maybe it was because we had not had a frost yet 

this year, a frost which was already a month be-

hind schedule.  Only sixteen species ---- but the 

highlight of the morning was that we added a 

first - time -seen new species, a Great Egret !!  As 

we looked above us, the white of the egret 

against the azure blue sky was truly impressive.  

Perhaps the valley has a few this year -- or per-

haps it may be the one reported by Deborah Ess-

man at the West Interchange pond -- or the one 

later seen near Thorp.  (All sightings were in the 

same general area.)  A pleasant morning with 

fun óbird peopleô.  Come join us next month.                                                                                                             

          GB 

BIRDING BY THE MAP  October 17, 2009  

What do the scientists call it ~ ñNullò ~ when 

you get no data? ñNo dataò means something, 

too, doesnôt it? At least thatôs how we consoled 

ourselves after our first three  stops.   

We had to go around by way of Golf Course Road 

to avoid the construction mess on I -90 to get to 

Hundley Road river access (site # 5) only to find 

it  was socked in with thick fog. The only birds we 

saw were the regulars that brave any weather: 

Black -capped Chickadees, Stellar Jays, and ra-

vens.  

Next we tried Bullfrog road south to the John 

Wayne Trail river access (Site #6). Same 

weather, but that didnôt affect the Dipper work-

ing the rocks along the riverôs edge. Driving out, 

we happened on a Hairy Woodpecker.  

Across the freeway to Bullfrog Pond (site #7). 

Dead silence except for a lone flicker.  

Oh, wellé..we know a place that always delivers: 

NP Ponds (Site #8). Ah -hah. Now the fog is 

burning off and we have an opportunity to see 

something. Indeed we did. Twelve species! 

Ducks included Mallards, Ring -necked, American 

Wigeons, and Pied -billed Grebe. Brush birds 

identified were American Goldfinch, Dark -eyed 

Junco, House Finch, Yellow - rumped Warbler, 

robins, Cedar Waxwings and, of course, the 

ubiquitous Stellar Jays.  

What did our null data tell us? That foggy morn-

ings arenôt the best time to look for birds. 

Nopeéé.duh! 

    Marianne Gordon  
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Annual Thanksgiving Day Bird Count!  

Thanksgiving Bird Counts are to take place on Thanksgiving Day. (this could be a 

chance to work up an appetite, or rest after that big turkey dinner!) The Count lasts 

for only ONE HOUR, and is made in a ñcount circleò only 15 FEET in diameter, which 

is actually considered a cylinder, since all birds seen on the ground (or water), in 

vegetation, or flying over or through the circle can be counted.  Count circles are 

usually located around whatever attracts birds -- feeders, baths, cover, etc. Most 

participants establish a count area visible from a comfortable spot indoors near a 

window. Some participants choose a favorite birding area and make an outdoor count. The same 

count circles should be used each year.  Participants should send in a report even if no birds were 

seen during the hour.  

Thanksgiving Bird Counts were begun in 1966 by Dr. Ernest Edwards and the Lynchburg Bird Club in 

Virginia, and slowly spread to the West. When I was asked to take over coordinating and compiling 

this count in the Western States only a couple of dozen counters were active here. Now, over 400 

count reports are received each year.  Join the Team!  For reporting forms and more details:  

John G. Hewston, Count Compiler ~ Natural Resources Building, Humboldt State University, Arcata, Cali-

fornia 95521   or   http://www.utahbirds.org/cbc/ThanksgBirdCount.htm  



Teanaway Forest Lands  

At their October 1st meeting, 

Kittitas Audubonôs Board voted 

unanimously to join a coalition 

of organizations in preparation 

for upcoming County delibera-

tions regarding the fate of 

some 46,000 acres of forested 

land in the Teanaway that once 

belonged to Boise Cas-

cade.   Current owner American 

Forest Holdings, LLC and its 

forest -managing affiliate 

American Forest Land Com-

pany (AFLC) say that the tim-

ber industry in the County is 

dead; they want to pursue 

profitability by other means, 

and have initiated proceedings 

with Kittitas County to do 

that.   It is a public process un-

der the Growth Management 

Act whereby arguments are 

raised at County Planning 

Commission and Board of 

County Commissioners (BOCC) 

public hearings.   The BOCC 

ultimately makes a decision as 

to what they think should hap-

pen to the land in question.  

  

Kittitas Audubon, as is the 

case for practically any other 

single organization, lacks the 

resources to deal with the 

complexity of issues involved. 

For example, arguments about 

the value of habitat   in the 

Teanaway for a particular spe-

cies, i.e. the Northern Spotted 

Owl, need to be supported by 

testimony from an expert that 

would likely require ñon-the -

groundò research ï a prohibi-

tive cost for any one organiza-

tion now in the coalition.  

  

The law firm Washington For-

est Law Center (WFLC) is coor-

dinating coalition efforts and 

providing pro bono legal ser-

vices.   Member organizations 

(eleven to date, with several 

more deciding) provide for 

costs such as travel, copying 

etc., so each organizationôs 

share of costs should be man-

ageable.  

  

Forest land conversion to real 

estate development is going on 

in large scale across the U.S. 

with substantial negative envi-

ronmental impacts.   The 

Teanaway lands include, for 

example, Spotted Owl habitat 

plus a variety of other wildlife 

habitats that would be threat-

ened by a poorly designed de-

velopment.   Even well -

designed ones that maximize 

human enjoyment, as they 

nearly always do, are generally 

a huge negative for wildlife.  

  

There is an excellent article in 

the 2006 Winter issue of 

American Forests that provides 

a highly readable view of the 

serious consequences experi-

enced from forest - land conver-

sion. I can email it to anyone 

who wants it; my phone num-

ber is 925 -1807.   Otherwise, 

come by and Iôll print it for 

you.   The article in succinct 

fashion lays out arguments 

that influenced KASôs decision 

to join the coalition.  

  

The intent is to keep members 

informed with articles in the 

Hooter.  

  

  Hal Lindstrom  
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Project FeederWatch! 

Project FeederWatch is a winter-long survey of birds that visit 

feeders at backyards, nature centers, community areas, and 

other locales in North America.   FeederWatchers periodically 

count the birds they see at their feeders from November 

through early April and send their counts to Project Feeder-

Watch.   FeederWatch data help scientists track broadscale 

movements of winter bird populations and long -term trends in 

bird distribution and abundance. 

Begins November 14th   ~   for details on how to participate: 

www.feederwatch.org    or call the Cornell Lab toll -free at (866) 

982-2473  

Project FeederWatch is operated by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and Bird 

Studies Canada. 

Pine Siskins  -   photo from Cornell Lab 

FeederWatch participant  

http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.feederwatch.org&srcid=12181&srctid=1&erid=1361607
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          ñNo-Tillò Flour 
Every time I drive across Eastern 

Washington I think about the state 
of the soils. We can grow more trees 

but we cannot grow more soil. Once it 
has washed away to the depths of the 

Pacific Ocean it is lost forever.  

When farmers first came to the Palouse they assumed 
the deep loess* soil would be there forever. Unfortu-
nately, that wasnôt the case once the native grasslands 
were plowed under.   

ñSince the Palouse River Basin was first farmed in the 

late 1800s, soil erosion resulting from runoff water has 
been an ongoing problem. The erosion problem be-
came particularly acute in the early 1900s when steep 

lands once used for hay and pasture were converted to 
grain production. It is estimated that 40 percent of 
the rich Palouse soils have been lost to erosion 
(Pimentel and others, 1995).**  

In 1978, a USDA study concluded that ñwithout erosion 
control practices, the average annual rate of erosion 
would increase to 14 tons/acre as more cropland was 
put into production.ò 

Now a group of 33 farmer -owners   from eastern Wash-
ington, north -eastern Oregon, and northern  Idaho 

have joined together to do what they can to stem the 

tide. They use the ñno-tillò method on 65,000 acres of 

wheat crop by planting the seed for the next crop right 
in the stubble of last yearôs crop. 

There are many benefits from ñno-tillò farming:  

1) reducing the amount of fuel used because of the 
fewer times the tractor has to go over the same 

ground  (They estimate that one five -pound bag of 
their flour would offset the auto emissions resulting 
from five miles of driving.)   

2) rebuilding the soil to harbor beneficial micro -
organisms   

3) minimizing soil erosion from runoff  

4) prices are set according to  what it actually costs to 
produce the wheat (rather than being dependent on 

the whims of the commodities market).  They market 
their grain directly to Northwest buyers, rather than 
selling  to the  commodities market to go 
overseas, where most of Washingtonôs 
wheat now goes. This allows the elimina-

tion of the middlemen who make their 

profits merely by buying and selling on 
paper.  

Their flour, sold under the Stone -Buhr 
name,  is milled in Spokane, separately  from 
commodities grain, so every bag of flour can 
be coded as to which farm grew that wheat. 
You can even meet the farmer!  

Find out more at http://findthefarmer.com /  

I've tried to put it in my own words, combining 

what was said in the Times with the farmers' web 

site. They say much the same thing.  

33 farmers have changed. Others will come 

around in time, especially when they learn that 

they can count on a profit. The way to do that is 

to make a demand for their product. It's expen-

sive to get rid of new equipment and change your 

methods. Many of them are in debt, borrowing on 

their crop before it's off the field.  

Read  The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History 

of Four Meals  by Michael Pollan. A book report 

will follow in a future issue of The Hooter.  

         Marianne Gordon  
 

**More on this quote   can be found at  http://
wa.water.usgs.gov/pubs/fs/fs069 -98/  

*Yellow loam, derived from glacial meltwater deposits and 
accumulated by wind in periglacial regions during the ice 
ages. Loess usually attains considerable depths, and the soil 
derived from it is very fertile. There are large deposits in cen-
tral Europe (Hungary), China, and North America. It was first 
described in 1821 in the Rhine area, and takes its name from 
a village in Alsace.  (Ed.)  

Bird Facts #2   Bird guano is harvested from islands off Peru, Baja, Calif. and Africa, and it is used as 

fertilizer.  The accumulated waste of birds such as pelicans and cormorants contains 11 to16 percent 

nitrogen, 8 to 12 percent phosphoric acid and 2 to 3 percent potash.  

http://findthefarmer.com
http://wa.water.usgs.gov/pubs/fs/fs069-98/
http://wa.water.usgs.gov/pubs/fs/fs069-98/

