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Future Programs  (mark your calendar!) 
 

March 18th:  Members‘ Slide Show Extravaganza  -  compiled by Steve Moore 

April 15th:    Vaux‘s Swifts  -  Larry Switters 

May 20th:     TBA  (possible Forest Service program related to Teanaway ecology) 

Stan Sovern, a wildlife biologist with the USFS, will present an historical 

perspective (1989-2009) of the Northern Spotted Owl territories in the 

Teanaway River Basin. A limited discussion of habitat change in the area 

will be included. 

Stan received his BS from Oregon State University in 1986.  He started 

working with spotted owls on the Olympic Peninsula in 1987.  He moved to 

Kittitas County to begin the Cle Elum Spotted Owl Demography study in 

1989 and has been here ever since 

This is the first of what we hope will be a number of programs to acquaint 

members and the public about the ecology of the Teanaway. 

All Audubon meetings, held on the 3rd Thursday of each month, Septem-

ber through May (except December), are open to the public, so feel free to 

come and meet with us.  A brief business session precedes the program. 

Stay afterwards for juice, treats, and conversation. 

 

Remember our new meeting location at the Hal Holmes 

Center next to the library.  Many thanks to the Ellens-

burg Public Library for sponsoring our meetings here! 

“Spotted Owl Demographic Trends & Habitat in the Teanaway River Drainage”         
presented by Stan Sovern, USFS 

Membership Meeting  -  Thursday, February 18th  
@ 7:00 PM  ~  Hal Holmes Center  

GET YOUR HOOTER ONLINE  
Save paper, printing, postage.  If you would prefer to receive the electronic version, send your name,       

mailing address, & email address to: info@kittitasaudubon.org 

At the beginning of each month we’ll send you an email with a quick link to the new Hooter. 

From the Past:  
 

Kittitas Audubon Society 
Newsletter, No. 3, June 
1988 ~ “Chapter Bird:  
the election results are in!  
The (Northern) Spotted 
Owl is now the official 
bird of the Kittitas Audu-
bon Society, winning a 
total of 64 votes (or 
$32.00).” (in the “coins-
in-the-jars” vote) 

Northern Spotted Owl      
Gloria Lindstrom photo 

Take a special someone 
birding on Valentine’s 

Day! 

mailto:info@kittitasaudubon.org
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KAS BOARD MEMBERS 

President – Tom Gauron  968-3175 
Vice President – Gloria Lindstrom 925-1807 
Secretary – Jim Briggs  933-2231 
Treasurer – Denee Scribner   933-2550 
Conservation – Janet Nelson    509-674-6165 
Education – Beth Rogers       509-674-1855 
Field Trip Coordinator- Jeb Baldi 933-1558 
Newsletter – Jan Demorest 933-1179 
Historian – Marianne Gordon 964-2320 
Program Coordinator – Hal Lindstrom  
    925-1807 
Publicity – Gerry Sorenson  968-4857 
Wildlife Habitat – Joe Meuchel 933-3011 
Bluebird boxes – Jan Demorest 933-1179 
Past President — Gloria Baldi  933-1558 

Membership –   Tuck Forsythe 925-2356 
 

*Christmas Bird Count – Phil Mattocks  
    962-2191 
*Librarian  -  Ginger Jensen 925-5816 
*Social/Greeter – Kay Forsythe  925-2356
     
*NON-VOTING VOLUNTEER POSITIONS 
 

KAS Board Meetings are held at 4:30 
PM on the 1st Thursday of each 
month on the third floor of the CWU 
Science Bldg, Room 301 (above the 

elephant desk). These meetings are 
open to the public and all Audubon 
members; please come and join in 
the discussions.  Meetings adjourn 
by 6:00 or 6:30, after which we all 
go out for a sociable dinner ~ NO 

business discussion allowed! 

Send in your stories & photos! 
 

The Hooter is the newsletter of the 

Kittitas Audubon Society,  pub-

lished monthly except for July.  
   

The editor reserves the right to edit 

for space, grammar, and/or suit-

ability.  Email text and/or photos to 

bobcat@kvalley.com or snail mail 

to Jan Demorest, Hooter Editor, 

1009 North B Street, Ellensburg, 

WA  98926.  Submissions need to be 

in by the 15th of the preceding 

month.  

Submissions from readers are most wel-
come and encouraged! 

Members’ Slideshow 

DEADLINE: March 15th! 

March Meeting Reminder: March‘s program will feature 

a slideshow of favorite photos from KAS members and 

friends – birds and/or other moments!  Photos that tell a 

story are great!  Those who submit photos ~ either digital 

(―jpeg‖ preferably at least 200 KB and less than 1 MB) via 

email or print copies ~ should include a brief description of 

the photo: who, what, where, when, story?  These will be 

assembled in a PowerPoint format.  If you can be at the 

meeting for the presentation, you may speak about your 

photo or, if you‘re shy, we can read the description that 

you provide. Please send to Steve Moore at 

s.moore@kvalley.com or 712 E 2nd Ave, Ellensburg, WA 

98926 by Monday, March 15th.  

Share your favorite photos with other KAS members! 

The mission of Kittitas Audubon 

Society is to develop an appreciation 

of nature through education and 

conservation, with a focus on birds.  

The goal for KAS is to foster a vibrant 

active organization recognized in 

Kittitas County. KAS 

Take a Mid-Winter Nature Break With the 
GBBC ~ Great Backyard Bird Count 

February 12-15, 2010 
 

Bird watchers coast to coast are 
invited to take part in the 13th 
annual Great Backyard Bird 
Count, Friday, February 12, 
through Monday, February 15, 

2010.  Participants in the free 
event will join tens of thousands 
of volunteers counting birds in 
their own backyards, local parks 
or wildlife refuges. 

Anyone can take part in the 

Great Backyard Bird Count, 

from novice bird watchers to 
experts. Participants count birds for as little as 15 minutes (or as 
long as they wish) on one or more days of the event and report 
their sightings online at www.birdcount.org. One 2009 participant 
said, ―Thank you for the opportunity to participate in citizen sci-
ence. I have had my eyes opened to a whole new interest and I 

love it!‖ 

Business & Events 

mailto:s.moore@kvalley.com
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.birdcount.org&srcid=12867&srctid=1&erid=1342372


January has been mild and we had four trips 

in four Saturdays.  With a mild winter we are 

enjoying the weather as we see many birds. 
 

January 2nd  First Saturday BirdWalk 

At the December 2009 First Saturday Bird-
Walk we didn‘t see any birds until after 9 AM.  

Marilyn Sorenson suggested that for the new 
year we arrive at 8 AM, go out for breakfast,  

then return at 9:00 when the birds are more 

active.  So we did—and we saw birds! 

Nine birders had breakfast at Bar 14 Ranch 

House, and then met three others at the 
parking lot.  It was not too cold at 32 to 35 
degrees, with a snow covering, and more 

than the usual number of birds. 

We called it a ―two-wren day‖ as we found 
not only a Winter Wren, but a Bewick’s 

Wren, a first-time sighting for the birdwalk.  
Another first was a Merlin.   We saw at least 

six Bald Eagles (one imm), a Kestrel, two 
Northern Harriers (both higher in the sky 
than usual), a Sharp-shinned Hawk, and a 

Red-tailed Hawk, making it a ―six-raptor‖ 

day. 

Total count for the morning was 29 species, 

so perhaps Marilyn was correct.  It was not 
only a companionable time, but a very re-

warding birdwalk with two new species.  This 
may have started a precedent for the next 
New Year‘s First Saturday BirdWalk.      
           Jeb Baldi 

CWU Museum Tours,  January 9th 

On the second Saturday fourteen people met 

at Central Washington University for two mu-
seum tours.  Age range was from seven to 
eighty+ years, and what a learning experi-

ence for all—no matter one‘s age.   

One collection was the CWU “bird skins” to 
which many of you have contributed with 

dead birds from your freezer, as well as the 
many other natural history specimens.  We 

compared bird plumage and species, learned 
how mounts were prepared, and tested our 
knowledge of birds.  Climate controlled rooms 

and special storage cases held so many excit-

ing things to observe, as did the many jars 

filled with lizards, snakes, and other mysteri-

ous creatures. 

The second part of this trip was to the new 

Museum of Culture & Environment in the 
recently remodeled Dean Hall.  The former 

exhibit on the Columbia River ended in late 
December, so we went behind the scenes to 
see the special facilities needed to process, 

preserve, and display all the pieces in the  
many collections in Anthropology, Native 

Americans, and International Cultures that 
the University has acquired over the years, 
primarily by donations.  The half day passed 

quickly, and participants said they are ready 

to attend the next exhibit in the near future. 

            Gloria B.  
 

Waterville Plateau, January 23rd 

Eight of us headed northwards via Quincy, 
then Hwy 97 along the Columbia near We-

natchee, and Orondo, WA, on a rare sunny 
day to scout for birds north of Waterville, a 

pioneer farming town and the seat of Douglas 
County, perched high above the river on a 

basalt flatland that collects cold-weather 
birds in the winter months.  Our weather  
was spring-like, the snow melting fast, so  

bird action on the plateau was slow.  En route 
were several Kestrels, a dark morph Red-

tailed Hawk, a cruising Prairie Falcon, and 
geese, as well as Wigeon, Common Gold-
eneye, a sparrow, goldfinches and a heron at 

the Rock Island Billingsley Hydro park.  Up on 
the plateau, a number of Rough-legged 

Hawks waited on poles and we found small 
flocks of Horned Larks which frequently har-
bor rarer species.  The really large flocks that 

congregate in wintry weather seem to have 
broken up, however, making the search for 

Snow Buntings fruitless, alas.  Over coffee in 
Mansfield, the group opted to push on to 
Bridgeport for riverside areas, but moments 

later a Snowy Owl was spotted along 
Bridgeport Rd, perched about 200 yds out in 

a snowy stubbled field.  The owl flew before 
we could scope it but everyone got good 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Page 4 The Hooter Field Trips, continued…. 

binoc views in full sunlight.  Down at river level, in 

Bridgeport, an imperturbable Merlin (photo) was rest-
ing in a front yard, among the plastic toys, having just 
gorged herself on morsels of a white-feathered bird.  Af-

ter five minutes of being ogled by 8 pairs of binoculars, 
she heaved herself upward and flew off heavily, showing 

a very full crop in profile! A bit further, at Bridgeport Bar 
Natural Area, there were many Redheads (ducks!) and a 
couple of loons. It only took us 10 minutes to identify a 

hunter‘s distant but colorful 30+ decoys!  On land, a 
Northern Shrike watched from a wire and White-crowned Sparrows ducked into the brush. 

At Brewster bridge, we added Western and Horned Grebes to the list, and a solitary Long-
tailed Duck diving with a group of goldeneyes.  41 species including a handful of uncom-
mon sights made our day.          

(Continued from page 3) 

Merlin (female) 

Photo by Jan Demorest 

Birding by the Map 1-16-2010  ~   I had 

been living in a continual fog bank for too 
long so it was time to go BIRDING!  I cer-

tainly was not alone ~ 8 of us set off for 
Vantage and Huntzinger Rd. on Saturday 

morn.  We went to the end of the road and 
turned around to bird our way back to Van-

tage.  The south end was all about juncos, 
robins and Red-tailed Hawks.  Once we got 
back to the river it was ―duck soup‖!  Lots of 

Lesser Scaup, Ring-necked Ducks, Buffle-
heads and Common Goldeneyes in with the 

gangs of coots.   

The pond at Getty Cove was a mob scene.  I 
got the opportunity to try to describe where 

the Hooded Merganser was.   It went 
something like this: ―From the tree with the 
fork at the bottom, come down 72 Coots 

and over 16 Wigeon.‖  Once we all got good 

looks, it was time for lunch.   

After a break and food we went back to 

Getty‘s Cove.  We had to take another quick 
peek to make sure nothing new & exciting 

had slipped in, like a Eurasian Wigeon or 

something.   

Now we come to the point in my story 

where I tell you, when I see something in-
teresting, I always try to get a photo.  
Good thing too, because what I thought 

was a Eurasian Wigeon wasn‘t.  Once I got 
home and looked at the photos I could see 

a bit of green around the eye.  Thanks to 

folks on the Birdkitt and Tweeters, I know 
now that it was an American Wigeon/

Eurasion Wigeon intergrade.  (Intergrade 

is a hybrid of unknown proportions.)  

On our way back north a big bird floated 

above just long enough to ID.  Too big for a 
redtail, no white head or tail – immature 
Bald was the first guess.  The terminal tail 

band was really wide.  Had to be an imma-
ture Golden Eagle.  What a treat!  I do not 

see enough of these birds.   

There was one rather odd sighting.  On the 
east side of the gorge there is a wheat field 

with some lettering mowed into it.  It says 
"ATV CORN MAZE"  I have been told it was, 
or is, a place to go race your ATV around in 

a maze.  And people think I am odd to 
spend my weekends wandering about the 

countryside looking for little birdies!   

When you add the loons, cormorant, Pied-
billed Grebes, and all the rest, this was a 

good day of 
birding.  I am 

still looking for 
some blue sky 
but now I wait 

with a better 
spirit.    

  

 Cricket  
Common Loon  

Cricket 
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Here's a ―miserly‖ thought. It's about what I 

make to contribute to our birds' diets.  I call 

them ―bird balls‖ - perhaps a better name can be 

invented.  It's a mix of rendered tallow (not lard) 

and oatmeal. It's interesting that our birds like 

them, but the Baldis' birds don't appear to.  I 

was telling Jeb about how much the flickers and 

other birds feast on them - particularly when 

times are tough (cold temps and snow-covered 

landscape).  So I sent him a couple - he put 

them out for weeks, and nobody ate from 

them.  And they have a lot of birds that come to 

their back deck that has very good habitat be-

hind and below. I think the story here is that it 

takes time.  One year the flickers were all over 

our bird balls; then a couple of years later, they 

didn't eat them at all - maybe a new ―crop‖ that 

didn't recognize them as food.  Juncos didn't 

used to eat 

directly from 

them - they 

would eat 

the crumbs 

on the 

ground left 

by other 

birds pecking 

away, but 

that was the 

extent.  Now 

they are ―up 

and at ‗em‖ - 

big time, and 

all the time. 

Recipe:  I get the beef tallow from Super 1 - 

they have always been accommodating (and I 

like to feast on whatever they have atop the 

meat counter, i.e. hot, super-tasty bites of sau-

sage to entice purchase).  The tallow is chopped 

up in a food processor and rendered over a hot 

plate outside (with a sunflower-seed sack spread 

underneath to catch any splatters)  I use a 3-lb 

coffee can; I cover it with tin foil to help reflect 

the heat.  Proceed at low heat, water is boiled off 

first; then the rendering begins.   

In the meantime I put four cups of water to boil, 

and make a batch of oatmeal 'porridge' by add-

ing about five cups of oatmeal.  Other cereals 

could be used I suppose, but oatmeal gives a 

good texture and it is nutritious.   I take the hot 

oatmeal outside and add the very warm (it's al-

lowed to cool somewhat) rendered fat to the oat-

meal, stir it well and leave out to cool.  When it‘s 

cool/warm, I form it into balls about 2½" diame-

ter, place them in a pan until frozen.  They are 

stored in a plastic shopping bag in the freezer. 

To put them out, I use a small plastic mesh sack 

- ones that have the "right-sized" mesh; open-

ings that allow access, but retain the eventually-

thawed food.  Thread the top with string to allow 

opening and closing and with a loop at the top to 

hang in the tree.   

 

Who eats the stuff?  Chickadees, juncos, flickers, 

nuthatches, finches (even occasionally gold-

finches), Steller's Jays, and if a scout gets the 

message out to the mob - starlings.  And mag-

pies.  We've been lucky this year with no star-

lings.  

Tom Gauron made some suet feeders modeled 

from one we have. He's sold some - I don't know 

how many;  we advertised them as starling-

proof, but it turns out they can get to 

them.  Starlings, once a flock finds a bird ball, 

can consume it in a very short time.   

   ~ Hal Lindstrom   (Photos by Gloria Lindstrom) 

Varied Thrush 

Dark-eyed Junco 
Red-shafted Flicker 
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Here’s a selection of recent listings from our very own 

regional “BirdKitt”, an online “listserve” for all birders 
interested in bird sightings in Kittitas County. 

If you are not already signed up, here’s how to do it:  
send an email to subscribe@yahoogroups.com .  Reply 

to the first email about Birdkitt that you receive from 
“yahoogroups”.  To unsubscribe: send email to birdkitt

- unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com .  If you have diffi-

culty, email Beth Rogers kittittasadudbon@inland.net           
or Chris Caviezel chris.caviezel@gmail.com 

Thanks to Beth Rogers and Cricket Webb for get-

ting this up and running!  This is a great resource 

for finding places to look for birds in the county. 

Nov 30, 2009 ~  Craig and I 

found a small flock of Bushtits 

in a stand of aspen and pine 

between Horvatt Road and the 

Coal Mines Trail west of Roslyn 

this afternoon.  They were 

about 200 yds west of the Ros-

lyn city limit.  We walked the 

trail west from the Roslyn City 

Park. There is ample parking 

near the city restrooms.  Alter-

nately, follow SR903 through 

Roslyn until it crosses the Coal 

Mines Trail (may be unmarked) 

and take an immediate left 

onto Horvatt back toward Ros-

lyn. The road and the trail run 

parallel until after you reach 

the city limit. 

Other sightings: a large mur-

der of crows in residence at the 

Roslyn City Park, a small flock 

of Varied Thrush on the op-

posite side of the trail from the 

park gazebo, chickadees sp., 

Steller's Jays.    ~ Beth Rogers 

Dec 27, 2009 ~ Today we 

took the jeep up Parke Creek 

(north of the Wildhorse Wind-

farm) then down the Quilo-

mene Ridge to Quilomene Bay 

on the Columbia River. (This is 

all part of the WDFW's Whiskey 

Dick/Skookumchuck/

Quilomene/Colockum WRA). 

The road was very icy going up 

Parke Creek, but once on the 

top the rest of the way was not 

bad (if you have a good 4x4 

with lots of clearance--with 

chains and a winch too). I only 

had to close my eyes and 

threaten to walk a couple of 

times. Anyway, near where 

Box Canyon Road meets the 

Quilomene Ridge Road there is 

an old sign post. Today it 

seemed strangely thicker and 

taller at the top. Just as we 

came up to it a gray morph 

adult Gyrfalcon launched off it 

and headed straight across the 

canyon with nary a backward 

glance nor glide ~ just a 

steady powerful flap, flap, flap, 

and then ~ gone. That is the 

first Gyr I've seen in Kittitas 

County, so I am pretty excited.               

~Deborah on the Brick Mill 

north of Kittitas 

Jan 22, 2010   We have sev-

eral Evening Grosbeaks at 

our feeder today.  Very un-

usual for us - they usually 

show up here in May/June.  

Anybody else?   ~ Gloria B.  

The Evening Grosbeak was a 

count week bird this year on 

the CE CBC.  I had 2 different 

birds at my feeder the day be-

fore and the day after the 

count.  Haven't seen them 

again since that time though.  

 ~ Beth Rogers 

Jan 29, 2010   A couple of 

days ago I was walking home 

in the afternoon from down-

town Ellensburg and heard 

what I thought was a nuthatch 

calling from a large spruce tree 

on Walnut St between 4th and 

5th Ave.  I stopped under the 

tree and peered through the 

dense branches, finally catch-

ing a glimpse of quick move-

ment on the rough bark of the 

trunk – a Brown Creeper 

working its way up the trunk, 

calling continuously. A real 

treat in town!  ~ Jan Demorest
Photo from Beth Rogers 

Evening Grosbeaks 
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BECOME AN AUDUBON MEMBER!!  (Or renew your membership!) 

Receive The Hooter ~ help support education and conservation activities and projects! 

 

_____   Become a member of Kittitas Audubon   $20    (you will receive the monthly newsletter) 

____  Renew your KAS membership       $20 

_____   Join as a National Audubon (NAS) member   $20     

  (includes local membership & monthly newsletter)  

  (Renew NAS by sending remittance to NAS, using the renewal form  

   they will send directly to you)    

_____   Make a donation.  Amount enclosed   $_______ 

Mail to:  Kittitas Audubon,  PO Box 1443,  Ellensburg, WA 98926                                                          
             Checks payable to Kittitas Audubon                                             

Kittitas Audubon is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational society. All memberships and donations are tax-deductible. 

Membership forms are also available on our Web site: Kittitasaudubon.org.   
 

 

Webmaster – Mark Whitesell        Email markwhitesell@hotmail.com 
 

Check out our website ~ see The Hooter in color at Kittitasaudubon.org 

Name   ___________________________________                                                                            

Address  __________________________________   

City   ______________________________________        

State, ZIP  ________________________________ 

Chapter  Code Y22 XBP    C0ZY220Z 

Phone   ____________________________________                                                                           

Cell      ____________________________________               

Email   ____________________________________ 

Would you like to receive The Hooter electronically?        

 Yes ____      No, prefer paper edition ____ 

The Hooter 

Darling Bird Studios, ©2007 UNA  

BIRD DATA WANTED!   

If you have birded any of the thirty sites on the 

Birder‘s Guide to Kittitas County I would like a list of 
your sightings. I am collecting all the data so we can 
eventually make a seasonal guide for these areas.  

Please send the list of birds you‘ve seen and the date 
(or month) seen to marianne@elltel.net. As of now, I 
have no data at all for #1 Gold Creek Wildlife Area, # 
2 John Wayne Trail at Hyak, #8 Coal Mines Trail, #9 
Stream "C" corridor, #14 John Wayne Trail at Lower 

Peoh Point Road, #17 Swauk Discovery Trail, #18 Ree-
cer/Table Mountain, Diamondhead, and #26 Coleman - 
NE Kittitas Co. high country. I am sure many of you 
have been to these areas. If you sort your data out 
from other areas it would be useful for me.  If you 

need to refresh your memory of where the other loca-
tions are you can go online to:  

http://www.kittitasaudubon.org/ and click on ―Birding 

in Kittitas County‖. 

Dig through your old field notes and see what you can 

come up with.   ~ Marianne Gordon  

WANTED! 

Name: Pika (alias: “rock rabbit”, “coney”) 
 

Description: Small furry mammal hides in 

rock slides; gives high nasal alarm call; 

elusive. 

 

Reward: special badge “Pika Police”; 

great personal satisfaction in assisting in 

important conservation study  
 

Report Kittitas County sightings to:  Kris 

Ernest at ernestk@cwu.edu 

mailto:markwhitesell@hotmail.com
mailto:marianne@elltel.net
http://www.kittitasaudubon.org


Upcoming KAS Field Trips 

THANKS TO KITTITAS COUNTY BUSINESSES SUPPORTING KAS! 

Inland Internet, Roslyn, donates Internet service for our Website: http://www.kittitasaudubon.org  

Old Mill Country Store, Ellensburg  ~  Provides a discount on bird seed to KAS members  

and prints our county bird lists.  Get your bird seed here!  

Kittitas Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 1443 

Ellensburg WA 98926 

February 6th ~ First Saturday BirdWalk @ Irene 

Rinehart Riverfront Park.  Meet at the bridge parking 
lot at 8:00 AM.   Be sure to dress warmly and have 
your binoculars with you.  Feel free to bring a friend to 

help us spot our winter feathered friends.  

February 20th ~ 3rd Saturday Birding by the Map 
Site # 25 - Fairview Loop: Eagles and other raptors of 
open farm ground.  Please call Cricket (674-4035) or 
Marianne (964-2320) for details. 

March 6th ~ First Saturday BirdWalk Irene Rinehart 
Riverfront Park 8:00 AM bridge parking lot. (See above) 

NOTE:  Carpool fees are changed to twenty-five cents 

($0.25) per mile divided by the number of people in 
the auto, excluding the driver. 
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Mountain Chickadee                                                                           

  ~ original drawing by Ken Veto of Ellensburg 

Your KAS membership dues working for a 
better environment! 

The Hooter is now printed on òGrays Har-
bor 100ó paper  ~  100% post -consumer 
waste, manufactured in Washington State, 

using 100% renewable, zero -carbon -footprint energy.    
Check out the Grays Harbor Paper website at: http://

www.ghplp.com/index.html 

A bird does not sing 

because it has an 

answer.  It sings 

because it has a 

song.   

~  Chinese Proverb 

Brewer’s Sparrow 

SCM 


