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Membership Meeting Thursday, March 18tf@ 7:00 PM ~  Hal Holmes Center
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oMember sé S/ i deshow pkexelby akKsaefibésn Z a
~ coordinated by Steve Moore and Jan Demorest

Not so very long ago, friends got together for slide shows, either for enthralling transparencies of last

e == SUmmer 6s Eur opean Y-gawrng i-)ofamilyshowd obthe

: 2| kids at the beach. What happened to that tradition? Lots of things:

busier lives, problems with Kodachrome chemicals, cheap and colorful
photopaper printing, and finally, the digital age T most everybody
nowadays takes digital photos. And until the prices on digital projec-
tors get real, getting together as a group is the best way to have a
islide showo (old names die hard). O|n
far, close -up (or sometimes fuzzy), at feeders or on a faraway conti-
nent, plus magnificent animals from our woods, and people enjoying
all of the above, sometimes
hiking in the woods, backpack-
ing, or canoeing, but mostly
behind the viewfinder.

All Audubon meetings, held on
the 3rd Thursday of each
month , September through
May (except December), are

Bald Eagle

open to the public, so feel free to come and meet with us. A
brief business session precedes the program. Stay afterwards

for juice, treats, and conversation.

This program is jointly sponsored by the Ellensburg Public Library and Kittitas Audubon Society

Future Programs (mark your calendar!)
April 15t h: Vauxods Swifts = Larry Switters
May 20th:  Hummingbirds ~ Chris Caviezel

GET YOUR HOOTER ONLINE

Save paper, printing, postage. If you would prefer to receive the electronic version, send your name,
mailing address, & email address to: info@kittitasaudubon.org

At the beginning of each month wedll send you an
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KAS BOARD MEMBERS

President i Tom Gauron 968 -3175
Vice President i Gloria Lindstrom 925 -1807
Secretary 1 Jim Briggs 933-2231
Treasurer i Denee Scribner 933 -2550
Conservation i Janet Nelson 509 -674-6165
Education 1 Beth Rogers 509 -674 -1855
Field Trip Coordinator - Jeb Baldi 933 -1558
Newsletter 1 Jan Demorest 933-1179
Historian T Marianne Gordon 964 -2320
Program Coordinator i Hal Lindstrom

925 -1807
Publicity 7 Gerry Sorenson 968 -4857
Wildlife Habitat 1 Joe Meuchel 933-3011
Bluebird boxes 1 Jan Demorest 933-1179
Past President & Gloria Baldi 933 -1558
Membership i VACANT
*Christmas Bird Count i Phil Mattocks

962 -2191
*Librarian - Ginger Jensen 925 -5816
*Social/Greeter 1 Kay Forsythe 925 -2356

*NON -VOTING VOLUNTEER POSITIONS

KAS Board Meetings are held at 4:30
PM on the 1st Thursday of each
month on the third floor of the CWU
Science Bldg, Room 301 (above the
elephant desk). These meetings are
open to the public and all Audubon
members; please come and join in
the discussions. Meetings adjourn
by 6:00 or 6:30, after which we all
go out for a sociable dinner ~ NO
business discussion allowed!

BIRD SIGHTINGS WANTED!

If you have birded any of the thirty sites on the

Birder ds

Kittitas County | would like a list of your sightings. | am collecting
all the data so we can eventually make a seasonal guide for these
areas.

the list of birds
seen to marianne@elltel.net . As of now, | have no data at all for
#1 Gold Creek Wildlife Area, # 2 John Wayne Tralil
Coal Mines Trail, #9 Stream "C" corridor, #14 John Wayne Trail at
Lower Peoh Point Road, #17 Swauk Discovery Trail, #18 Reecer/
Table Mountain, Diamondhead, and #26 Coleman
high country. | am sure many of you have been to these areas. If
you sort your data out from other areas it would be useful for me.
If you need to refresh your memory of where the other locations
are you can go online to:

Pl ease send

http://www. kittitasaudubon.org / and click on

Countyo.

Dig through your old field notes and see what you can come up
with. ~ Marianne Gordon
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Send in your stories & photos!

The Hooter is the newsletter of the
Kittitas Audubon Society, pub-
lished monthly except for July.

Submissions from readers are most wel-
come and encouraged!

The editor reserves the right to edit
for space, grammar, and/or suit-
ability. Email text and/or photos to
bobcat@kvalley.com or snail mail

to Jan Demorest, Hooter Editor,
1009 North B Street, Ellensburg,

WA 98926. Submissions need to be
in by the 15th of the preceding
month.

The mission of Kittitas Audubon Society
is to develop an appreciation of nature
through education and conservation,
with a focus on birds. The goal for KAS

is to foster a vibrant active
organization recognized in Kittitas
County.

LAST CHANCE! ~Me mber s o

S

DEADLINE: March 15th!

March 18th Meeting Reminder: Mar choés
feature a slideshow of favorite photos from KAS members
and friends 1 birds and/or other moments! Photos that
tell a story are great! Those who submit photos ~ either
digital (Ajpegd preferably
MB) via email or print copies ~ should include a brief de-
scription of the photo: who, what, where, when, story?
These will be assembled in a Powerpoint format. If you
can be at the meeting for the presentation, you may
speak about your photo or,
description that you provide. Please send to Steve Moore
at: s.moore@kvalley.com _ or 712 E 2nd Ave, Ellensburg,
WA 98926 by Monday, March 15th.

Share your favorite photos with other KAS members!
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Saturday, February 6th - First Saturday

The birds, as well as eleven enthusiastic bird-
ers, were thinking spring on this unseasona-
bly warm, calm, overcast morning. We spot-
ted 22 species as follow: Common Raven,
Canada Geese, numerous Downy Woodpeck-
ers, Great Blue Heron, Song Sparrows (many
calling in the spring), Red  -tailed Hawk, Brown
Creeper, European Starling (some pretending
to be someone else), Red -winged Blackbird,
House Finch (more spring songs), American
Robin, Belted Kingfisher, Mourning Dove,
Black - billed Magpie, American Kestrel, nu-
merous Black -capped Chickadees, White -
breasted Nuthatch, several Bald Eagles,
American Goldfinch, American Wigeon,
Northern Flicker, and American Dipper. The
treat of the morning was watching a large
River Otter bound across
Pond (Do they still call it that or am | show-
ing my age?) to slip into the icy waters for a
little fishing.

Tom Gauron ~ Walk Leader pro tem

BIRDING BY THE MAP February 20th ~

Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) From The
BLITZ TEAM

ever birded with Jo Ellen

Ri chards from Wenatchee
to candt s elrding.Putting e of
that together with the Great Backyard Bird

Count makes quite a day.

Anybody who has

We started at the Gordon house in the Ta-
neum where Jo always finds a bird that |
havendédt seen. This ti
taire in the top of one of the spruces. My ear-
lier counts in the Taneum had netted 70
Evening Grosbeaks and nearly 100 Pine
Siskins each day.

me

-80

On to South Cle Elum. Since this was Monday
of a 4 -day weekend | was able to prepare
looking at other reports. It appeared

most had done what the program says
oBackyard Birdso so
ter birds. We were able to count ducks on the
pond on McDonald Road (Site #13 on our
bird trail). Nine different species of duck and

by
that

we

Field Trip Reports

k
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the usual brush and field birds.

Next stop was a quickie at the NP ponds.
Ther e we roeoflrds thare but they did
include Hooded Mergansers and Buffleheads.

After picking up coffee, we took the fast way

to Ellensburg. There were no birds in the
freeway ponds but a fast count at freeway
speed netted 15 or more Great Blue Herons

in their new rookery on the near side of the
Yakima River. The two big ponds south of

town were still frozen but we hit the jackpot

in the new pond in the little subdivision off
Woodhouse road. A good assortment of
ducks. N o e | bushesatkthe §osith end
of Woodhouse Road were full of birds - House
Sparrows, House Finches, Mourning Doves,
Dark -eyed Juncos, White -crowned Sparrows.
It yvas hard to count since they were coming

Bn\% Soinésco‘faast.o ? % € X P lr €os

OK! Enough of Ellensburg. On to Vantage
where we found the usual ducks wintering on
the Columbia River. Big rafts of wigeon,

scaup, Common Goldeneye, and of course,
coots. There were hundreds of robins in the
Auvril orchards on Huntzinger Road.

The coolest event of the day was standing on
the cliff at Ginkgo and seeing a pair of Bald
angles swo}gljp around the cliff rcijght below us.
Bif dMd bedufirll. THey sBetedo b&é having
a great time herding the ducks into tight cir-
cles. We had half a day at Vantage but the
earlier reporter probably spent the day there.
His numbers doubled ours and he also re-
ported a lot of passerines that we didn't see.
He hadibetterweatherore Satdrdag. dhei -
birds were hunkered down on Monday. Good
excuse. eh?

Apparently some birders think starlings aren't
worth counting. We did, though, by the 10's.
Fewer than 10, go to the next tree.

Species count: Thorp - 12, South Cle Elum -
20, Cle Elum - 9, Ellensburg (going and com-

we }n%) ) fzsd %“ﬂ \éagt%ge on 28'w a -

Marianne Gordon

(More field trip news on Page 7)
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News and weather
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Hawk perch report

Just after Thanksgiving and before the
leader Jason Scribner and the team of Tom Gauron, Jeb Baldi,
and Gerry Sorenson met at Tom's

to erect the first hawk perch. The ground was frozen 6
deep, but with the help of a pick and crowbar we broke through
the frost and got the pole secured in an upright position.

poles were moved by a farm irrigation pipe trailer, and were put
up at Gerry Sorenson and Paul Sorenson's farms.

If you are interested in having a hawk perch
one who is, contact one of the team members, we will be ready

first snow fell, project

-8 inches

2 more

, or know some-

to set more in the spring.

The Abrupt Demise of
Washington Audubon

Washington Audubon (WA
Audubon) was the name of the
State Audubon functionary ly-
ing directly under National
Audubon, and considered one
of the top State Audubon of-
fices in the U.S. Notice the
Awaso i
now, i tods
horse i the victim of no one
knows for sure other than lack

of money to support it. The
suddenness of its demise is al-
most stunning. Some functions
have been relocated to the
Seward Park Audubon office
including Birding Trails, with
Christi Norman still in charge.
There is a science advisor 1
working out of his home, but
that isnbét a

WA Audubon has hitherto been
the organizing force for such
events as the Audubon Confer-
ence of Washington (ACOW)
where regional chapters send

nsteadofof :
essent i alcongernisthgre gng often we

new

delegates to hash out issues of
common concern having to do
with our mission in the wildlife
world (thatos
natural, eh?) but especially
birds.

There are issues affecting birds
and wildlife habitat that are far
beyond any one
pabiijty to influence even when

are too wrapped up with Chap-
ter focus to have taken the

time to get educated on larger
issues. WA Audubon had rep-
resentatives at State Legislative
sessions who would advocate
on behalf of the twenty  -five or
so Audubon Chapters in the
State. They also worked
closely with similar advocates
from other environmental or-

t Hg@anizagions such as the Wash-

ington Environmental Council
(WEC).

Efforts are in the works to do
something 1 spurred in part by
the recent collapse of Rainier

Ch a gt280%P5 s

Audubonbés efforts t
Spring Audubon Conference in
their area 1 because of a lack

aboutofrespoedengst hi ngs a | ot

work to host the Conferences )
ask those who carried the load
when KAS hosted a truly fine
conference here in Ellensburg

ca-
Stay tuned, this is an important
strategic issue. There is word
that following the Conservation
Committee meeting on Satur-
day, March 20th, in Leaven-
worth, there is to be a forum

for the chapters to discuss the
future of WA State Audubon,
ACOW, and WAASC, as well as
a discussion of what people
want to see in a State Audubon
and what kind of commitment
the chapters are willing to

make in terms of money and
time/effort.

Hal Lindstrom & Janet Nelson

¥e

Your KAS membership dues working for a better environment!
The Hooter is now printed on~ d0G% posts
consumer waste, manufactured in Washington State, using 100% re-
newable, zero -carbon -footprint energy.
Check out the Grays Harbor Paper website at:
http://www.ghplp.com/index.html
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Many of us in Kittitas County have had the ex-
perience of finding or spotting a raptor or wild
animal that has been hurt or is weak. Being hit
by a car, crashing into a large window, or in dis-
tress from hunger are all common

Kittitas

Count yos

provide them with food as they gain flying ex-

pertise, she has built structures large enough to

house them and allow them to learn to fly.

Feeding consists of only domestic mice at a mini-
mum_ cost of $1.10/each,

events causing injury or weakness.
Personally, Jeb and | have had three
such
hit a neighborés wingdow
fly off, a Barred Owl was struck by a
vehicle and we found it in the middle
of the road; near one of the Audu-
bon ponds in West Ellensburg, a
fledgling Red -tailed Hawk was evi-
dently blown from its nest, too far
for the parents to find it.

What does one do?? Well, in Kittitas
County we are fortunate to have a
team of wildlife people that have the

happenings: a Cpoperos

of which at least twelve a
day are needed during
spring, and into summer.
If birds have several
clutches, young birds ar-
rive as late as August (like
last summer). Thisis
costly, and the cost does
not include the current
resident Bald Eagle, the
Short -eared Owl, and
Samantha, the Great
Horned Owl, that cannot
be released because of
permanent injuries. (The

concern, the expertise, and the abil-
ity to help nurse the birds back to health, if it is
possible to do so. Most know that veterinarian
Michael Fuller has repaired and nursed raptors
when first they are injured. He has dedicated his
talent and extra time to restoring these fascinat-

ing creatures to health. However, he needs help
once the bird is healing well, and that is where
Marnee Wines donates her time and talent. To-
gether the two have a registered non - profit or-
ganization called Kittitas Valley Wildlife Rehabili-
tation Group (KWRG), to help support the care
and rehabilitation of the birds. They are licensed

by the WA State Dept of Fish and Wildlife ~ and
donations are accepted

Baby Barn Owils stretching their wings

Last year was a typical year for Marnee as she
cared for several rescued birds of prey as they
mended. The birds included three Great Horned
Owls, thirty Barn Owls, one Long-eared Owl,
Red-tailed Hawks, and three Barred Owls. To

two

last two are used for edu-
cational purposes.)

You may send a donation by check to KWRG at
3531 Brick Mill Road, Ellensburg, WA 98926, or
drop off at Ellensburg Animal Hospital, 1800
Vantage Hwy, or the Catholic Credit Union, 900
S. Ruby, in Ellensburg. It will be greatly appreci-
ated and will help birds!!!

Wi | d [ ragese

1

I f you find a bird in distress
856 -6657.
***  Footnote The Cooperds Hawk and B

mentioned above were able to be released back into

the neighborhood in which they were found. The Red -

tailed Hawk did not survive.

***The Barred Owls were banded and genetic testing
was done before release.

***The
current
Bald Eagle
is not able
to be re-
leased but
has been
accepted to
a special
breeding
program at
the Ameri-
can Eagle

Foundation
in Pigeon Fork, TN.

Gloria Baldi



