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All Audubon meetings, held on the 3rd Thursday of each month , September through May (except December), 

are open to the public, so feel free to come and meet with us.  A brief business session precedes the program. 

Stay afterwards for juice, treats, and conversation.  

Future Programs   (mark your calendar!)  
 

May 20th:   Hummingbirds   ~    

   Chris Caviezel  

No general meetings in the summer.   

See you in September!  

Most of you may not be aware that we have right here in Ellensburg an 

amazing event every spring and fall ~ hundreds of Vauxôs Swifts 

(pronounced ñvoxôs) pass through on their migration ~ north in the spring, 

south in the fall.  They need a place to rest for the night, so they find chim-

neys (since most of the old -growth dead hollow tree snags where they 

would naturally roost are gone).  The chimney of our old Ellensburg Hospi-

tal on East 3rd Avenue is one of these sites, where hundreds of these tiny 

birds gather for a night or two on their long journeys.  

Larry Schwitters will present a fast -paced PowerPoint 

presentation on the natural history of North America's 

Swifts and our attempts to study and protect them.  

With a Biology MS and Masters in Broad - field Science, 

Larry has spent 30 years in the trenches of public edu-

cation, mostly as a middle school science teacher in 

Renton.  In 2003, he began doing Black Swift/waterfall 

field research for the American Bird Conservancy.  He is currently Audubon project manager for "Vaux's 

Happening" which, in its first year, documented more than a half -million Vaux's Swift/chimney migra-

tion interactions in a four -state area.  

 

òVauxõs (Swift) Happening Audubonó presented by Larry Schwitters  

Membership Meeting  - Thursday, April 15th  
7:00 PM  ~  Hal Holmes Center   

Vauxõs Swifts entering 

chimney of Old Ellensburg 

Hospital 

Darling Bird Studios, ©2007 UNA  

The mission of Kittitas 

Audubon Society is to 
develop an appreciation of 

nature through education 
and conservation, with a 

focus on birds.  The goal 
for KAS is to foster a 

vibrant active organization 
recognized in Kittitas 

County.  
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KAS BOARD MEMBERS  

President ï Tom Gauron   968 -3175  
Vice President ï Gloria Lindstrom  925 -1807  
Secretary ï Jim Briggs   933 -2231  
Treasurer ï Denee Scribner   933 -2550  
Conservation ï Janet Nelson    509 -674 -6165  
Education  -   Beth Rogers        509 -674 -1855  
Field Trip Coordinator -  Jeb Baldi  933 -1558  
Newsletter ï Jan Demorest  933 -1179  
Historian ï Marianne Gordon  964 -2320  
Program Coordinator ï Hal Lindstrom   
    925 -1807  
Publicity ï Gerry Sorenson   968 -4857  
Wildlife Habitat ï Joe Meuchel  933 -3011  
Bluebird boxes ï Jan Demorest  933 -1179  
Past President ð Gloria Baldi  933 -1558  
Membership ï  Tuck Forsythe  925 -2356  
 

*Christmas Bird Count ï Phil Mattocks  
    962 -2191  
*Librarian  -   Ginger Jensen  925 -5816  
*Social/Greeter ï Kay Forsythe  925 -2356  

 *NON -VOTING VOLUNTEER POSITIONS  
 

Send in your stories & photos!  
 

The Hooter is the newsletter of the 

Kittitas Audubon Society,  pub-

lished monthly except for July.  

  The editor reserves the right to 

edit for space, grammar, and/or 

suitability.  E -mail text and/or 

photos to bobcat@kvalley.com  or 

snail mail to Jan Demorest, Hooter 

Editor, 1009 North B Street, El-

lensburg, WA  98926.  Submissions 

need to be in by the 15th of the pre-

ceding month.  

KAS Board Meetings are held at 

4:30 PM on the 1st Thursday of 

each month on the third floor of 

the CWU Science Bldg, Room 

301 (above the elephant desk). 

These meetings are open to the 

public and all Audubon mem-

bers; please come and join in the 

discussions.  Meetings adjourn 

by 6:00 or 6:30, after which we all 

go out for a sociable dinner ~ 

NO business discussion allowed!  

Eagle Scout Organizes Bluebird Nestbox Trail on                        
Manastash Ridge Westburg Trail  

In order for a scout to earn the rank of Eagle, he must com-

plete many requirements, including completing a project of 

his choice.   The project must be helpful to a religious institu-

tion, school, or community.   The scout must plan and carry 

out all aspects of the project using whatever resources are 

needed. It is critical that the scout demonstrates leadership 

throughout the process.     

Ryan Johnson 

chose to do his 

project on the 

Manastash Ridge 

trail area be-

cause he has 

been hiking the 

trail since he 

was very young 

and has a fond-

ness for 

it.  There are 

several parts to 

his project, in-

cluding:  

§ Constructing 12 bluebird nestboxes and placing them 

along the Westburg trail  

§ Building 2 small retaining walls using railroad ties to 

prevent further erosion of the trail along the 

ñswitchbackò 

§ Improving the Westburg trail by digging water bars 

to help drain water from the trail  

§ Leveling approximately 100 feet along the Girl Scout 

trail to improve 

trail surface  

§ Removing larger 

rocks from the 

Canyon Road trail  

Scouts, adult leaders and 

specialists (including a 

road engineer and mem-

bers of Kittitas Audubon) 

assisted Ryan in com-

pleting the nestbox and 

retaining wall portions of 

the project last weekend 

(3/14).   The remaining 

projects will be com-

pleted next month.  

            Jill Johnson  

KAS Assists Eagle Scout with Bluebird Nestbox Trail 

Ryan Johnson (L) and helpers with 

finished nestboxes  

Photo by Jill Johnson  

Steve Moore (KAS) assisting Beck 
Bartrand with installation of nestbox  

Photo by Jan Demorest  


