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All Audubon meetings, held on the 3rd Thursday of 

each month , September through May (except De-

cember), are open to the public, so feel free to 

come and meet with us.  A brief business session 

precedes the program. Stay afterwards for juice, 

treats, and conversation.  

Snoqualmie Pass (Hyak) resident and Kittitas 

Audubon member Chris Caviezel became in-

terested in hummingbirds (and consequently 

birds) about 8 years ago when he visited a 

neighbor over in the Alpental Valley.   His 

friend had some hummingbird feeders and 

while Chris and his friend had dinner, the 

hummingbirds would come to the feeders and 

have dinner as well.   Chris returned to his 

condo and the next morning drove 45 minutes 

to get a hummingbird feeder.   His feeder was 

up for about one hour before he had his first 

visitor.   Chris was hooked on hummingbirds.  

Last May there was a day where Chrisô 

ñhummersò went through over 300 ounces of 

nectar in ONE DAY!   In August of 2008, one of 

the hummingbirds banded at Chrisô house was 

found three weeks later in Southern California!  

Over the years Chris has attained a fair amount of knowledge about hummingbirds (and birds) as he 

has learned how to attract more and more hummingbirds, as well as helping a Seattle Area licensed 

hummingbird bander with his work.  

Chris will be presenting ñHow to Attract Hummingbirdsò during our May membership meeting.  Please 

come and join us for a fun and informative night.   To learn more about hummingbirds and birds, you 

can visit Chrisô websites, www.hummingbirdsonly.com  and www.birdfeedersonly.com . 

òHow to Attract Hummingbirdsó presented by Chris Caviezel  

Membership Meeting  - Thursday, May 20th @ 7:00 PM                            

Hal Holmes Center  (next to the library)  

Many thanks to the Ellensburg Public 
Library for sponsoring our meetings at 
the Hal Holmes Center next to the 
library! 

Photo by Chris Caviezel  

Hummingbird    
Banquet!  

 No membership meetings in the summer.  See you in September! 

http://www.hummingbirdsonly.com
http://www.birdfeedersonly.com
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KAS BOARD MEMBERS  

President ï Tom Gauron   968 -3175  
Vice President ï Gloria Lindstrom  925 -1807  
Secretary ï Jim Briggs   933 -2231  
Treasurer ï Denee Scribner   933 -2550  
Conservation ï Janet Nelson    509 -674 -6165  
Education ï Beth Rogers        509 -674 -1855  
Field Trip Coordinator -  Jeb Baldi  933 -1558  
Newsletter ï Jan Demorest  933 -1179  
Historian ï Marianne Gordon  964 -2320  
Programs ï Hal Lindstrom    925 -1807  
Publicity ï Gerry Sorenson   968 -4857  
Wildlife Habitat ï Joe Meuchel  933 -3011  
Bluebird boxes ï Jan Demorest  933 -1179  
Past President ð Gloria Baldi  933 -1558  
Membership ï Tuck Forsythe  925 -2356  
 

*Christmas Bird Count ï Phil Mattocks  
    962 -2191  
*Librarian  -   Ginger Jensen  925 -5816  
*Social/Greeter ï Kay Forsythe  925 -2356
     
*NON -VOTING VOLUNTEER POSITIONS  
 

KAS Board Meetings are held at 4:30 
PM on the 1st Thursday of each 
month on the third floor of the CWU 

Science Bldg, Room 301 (above the 
elephant desk). These meetings are 
open to the public and all Audubon 
members; please come and join in 
the discussions.  Meetings adjourn 
by 6:00 or 6:30, after which we all 

go out for a sociable dinner ~ NO 

business discussion allowed!  

Send in your stories & photos!  
 

òThe Hooteró is the newsletter of 

the Kittitas Audubon Society,  pub-

lished monthly except for July.  

Submissions from readers   

are most welcome and          

encouraged!   

The editor reserves the right to edit 

for space, grammar, and/or suit-

ability.  Email text and/or photos to 

bobcat@kvalley.com  or snail mail 

to Jan Demorest, Hooter Editor, 

1009 North B Street, Ellensburg, 

WA  98926.  Submissions need to be 

in by the 20th of the preceding 

month.  

Wenas Memorial Day Weekend 

Audubon Family Campout 

www.wenasaudubon.org 

You are invited to a  free campout, May 28 -31, 2010  at 

Wenas Creek Campground where you and your family and 

friends  will  enjoy  field trips, programs, singing, story -

telling, and evening campfires.  

The Hazel Wolf Wenas Creek Bird Sanctuary is 

located SW of Ellensburg in an Important Bird 

Area and has been assured of protective 

status. The free, "primitive" 

campground along the north 

fork of Wenas Creek has exceptional op-

portunities for birding, botanizing, and 

enjoying spring in the eastern foothills of 

the Cascades.  

Please visit the Wenas Website, www.wenasaudubon.org . 

You'll find checklists of birds and wildflowers, an outline of 

field trips and programs, directions to the campground, 

and many photos. For people who don't "do websites," 

contact Helen and sheôll send you printed information. 

Bring friends  and family, and join us at Wenas on Memo-

rial Day Weekend for as many days and/or nights as you 

want to stay See you there!    Helen Engle 

hengle@iinet.com  253 -564 -3112   

Announcements 

MAY ELECTIONS  

IT'S THAT TIME OF YEAR WHEN KAS AGAIN ELECTS ITS 

OFFICERS FOR THE COMING YEAR!!  

With some pleading (and a little arm - twisting) the 
nomination committee, consisting of Jeb Baldi, Gerry 

Sorenson, and Bud Rechterman, are presenting the 

following slate of officers for consideration:  

§ Co-president:   Gloria Lindstrom and Gloria Baldi   

  (easy to remember their names!)  

§ Vice president:   Bud Rechterman  

§ Secretary:   Jim Briggs  

§ Treasurer:   Tom Gauron  

 Further nominations from the floor are always wel-
come.  Please come to the May 20 th  membership 

meeting and help elect new officers to lead Kittitas 

Audubon for the next year.  

http://www.wenasaudubon.org
http://eidertrk.audubon.org/trk/r.emt?h=www.wenasaudubon.org/&t=IxYSVA&e=E80/VGAVrvk
mailto:hengle@iinet.com


Birds of Columbia NWR 

(Othello and Moses Lake):  

March 27 th  & 28 th   ~  The trip 

officially started in Ellensburg 

with California Quail zooming 

across the road.  Barely out of 

town, we realized there are a 

LOT of American Robins this 

year and they are everywhere.   

Vantage Hwy offered up a Mtn. 

Bluebird, then another, and then 

a pair.  We watched a couple of 

males in furious chase, battling 

in defense of the fence.  First off

- road stop was for good looks at 

Sage Thrashers.  Not as flashy 

as the bluebirds but they sure 

can sing!  Western Meadowlarks 

are in the same league, provid-

ing the sound track for our trip.  

We leap - frogged from pond to 

pond east to the Winchester 

Waste Way and than south 

through Frenchman Hills, picking 

up waterfowl from grebes to 

swans, with a dash of Solitary 

Sandpiper and Killdeer. ~ Across 

the basin, we found a flock of 

Sandhill Cranes, spread across a 

floodable field, within easy scope 

distance, about 999 grey Lesser 

Sandhill Cranes and 1 brown 

one.  Sibley Field Guide explains 

that the summer plumage is a 

rust brown, a surprising sight in 

the spring! ~  After a quick stop 

in town at the cemetery to see 

the Great Horned Owl we went 

out to ñmyò Burrowing Owl spot.  

Seems my knowledge of where 

the Burrowing Owls are is far 

from a secret. ( Editor assumes 

this means they were not  alone!)   

The scenic route to our hotel for 

the night was through the heart 

of the Columbia Basin ï the 

Drumheller Channel Scablands.  

As we were hunting, unsuccess-

fully, for the Tri - color Blackbird, 

the last of the Sandhill Cranes 

that were feeding in the marshes 

flew overhead.  In the fading 

light we spotted a falcon ~ Pere-

grine or Prairie?  The light was 

so dim we had to depend on 

habit and habitat mostly, but the 

calm demeanor of the Rock 

Doves was the clincher.  After a 

number of passes we agreed it 

was a Prairie Falcon.  ~  The 

next day was early ï REALLY 

early!  Those not fond of getting 

up in the dark and racing across 

the farmlands were rewarded.  

We got to the good birding site 

on Scootney Reservoir in time to 

watch skeins of Sandhill Cranes 

taking off for the feeding 

grounds.  Also present were 

pelicans and an early Black -

necked Stilt.  ~  The zigzag hunt 

for a curlew was unsuccessful, 

but we did get a good view of a 

male Northern Harrier with his 

breakfast.  I would never have 

thought the sight of rodent 

strips would make me hungry 

but we birders are an odd 

bunch...  ~  Beginning to work 

back to the west, we spotted 

more cranes, then headed for 

Lower Crab Creek, where we 

saw only one meadowlark. At 

the little park were Crab Creek 

dumps into the Columbia, we 

added a loon to our waterfowl 

list, and the first warbler of the 

year, a Yellow - rumped.  ~  The 

field trip started with a California 

Quail, ended with a Turkey Vul-

ture and included an impressive 

variety of birds in -between.  

Complete bird list (57 species):  

Am Crow, E Starling, Mourning 

Dove, Red - tailed Hawk, Red -

winged Blackbird, House Spar-

row, W Meadowlark, Tree Swal-

low, Common Goldeneye, Lesser 

Scaup, Horned Grebe, BB Mag-

pie, Violet -green Swallow, ra-

ven, Bufflehead, Ring -necked 

Duck, Rock Dove, House Finch, 

Canada Goose, Redhead Duck, 

Green -winged Teal, Wigeon, 

Gadwall, Mallard, N Harrier, N 

Flicker, coot, Song Sparrow, 

Trumpeter Swan, Pied -billed 

Grebe, N Pintail, Solitary Sandpi-

per, Killdeer, Am Kestrel, San-

dhill Crane (one brown), 

Brewerôs Blackbird, Ring-billed 

Gull, Horned Lark, Burrowing 

Owl, White -crowned Sparrow, 

Yellow -headed Blackbird, North-

ern Shrike, Prairie Falcon, Com-

mon Merganser, Great Blue 

Heron, White Pelican, N Shov-

eler, Black -necked Stilt, Cliff 

Swallow, Great Horned Owl, 

Dark -eyed Junco, Ring -necked 

Pheasant (F), Bald Eagle, Coo-

perôs Hawk, Common Loon, Yel-

low - rumped Warbler, & Turkey 

Vulture.  

Birding - by - the Map #23 on 

March 20 th   

Just two people, Jeb and Gloria, 

showed for this field  trip, but 

with a temperature of 25 de-

grees and a cup of coffee in 

hand, we headed with a scope to 

several ponds and surrounding 

habitat to scout the avian spe-

cies on this first day of spring.  

Bar 14 Pond yielded 13 bird spe-

cies with 6 different ducks, with 

the only Ruddy Ducks of the 

day.  The other early arrival was 

a single male Yellow -headed 

Blackbird, a treat to see. ~  

Sorenson Pond on Berry Road 

had 14 species, noting several in 

the habitat across the road -  and 

(Continued on page 4)  

LOTS of Field Trip Reports!!! Page 3 The Hooter 

Burrowing Owl  

Cricket Webb photo  



Page 4 The Hooter More field trip reports! 

we saw the first Tree Swallows 

of the season.  This pond, reli-

able for waterfowl in every 

season except summer, had 

our best find of the day, a Bar-

rowôs Goldeneye.  ~   Con-

tinuing on to Tjossem Pond, 

and then Woodhouse Loop 

Road, we saw more Tree Swal-

lows, more ducks and Canada 

Geese, and two woodpeckers 

(Northern Flicker and a 

Downy), as well as our only 

Great Blue Heron.  Many, 

many Robins were in the fields.  

(We have noted an abundance 

of Robins, sometimes hun-

dreds, wherever we have been 

this winter.)  ~   Across from 

the lower Woodhouse Loop                                                                              

ponds is a lane called Herron 

(spelled correctly) with a pond.  

Difficult to see from the road, 

the pond usually has water-

fowl, and the treat this day 

was a pair of Hooded Mergan-

sers decked in their finest 

plumage. ~ Ringer Loop and 

Helen McCabe Park produced 

no new birds for the list, but 

we had a most enjoyable 

morning.     Gloria B.                                                                

April First Saturday Bird-

Walk   Nine people gathered in 

cold brisk weather to find the 

birds of Irene Rinehart.  It had 

snowed a heavy wet snow the 

day before, so the ground was 

wet, the weather still cold at 

28 to 35 degrees, as the sky 

changed from sunny to over-

cast during the walk.  Truly a 

spring day!  ~  At the begin-

ning of northern migration, 

there are certain species that 

mark this month -  and they did 

not disappoint us.  Although 

not in large numbers, three 

types of swallows, the Tree, 

Violet -green, and Rough -

winged were in the air, catch-

ing early bugs, the latter two 

being over the lake. Very yel-

low American Goldfinches, a 

courting Red -winged Blackbird, 

pairs of Mallards, and singing 

Song Sparrows also announced 

spring.  Our surprise for the 

morning was a ófirst-timeô show 

of a pair of Western Blue-

birds .  As they moved north 

on the golf course from tree to 

tree, we had excellent opportu-

nities to view them, and de-

cided we were in óthe right 

place at the right timeô to re-

cord the pair in migration.  Not 

a single raptor did we see all 

morning, but robins, flickers 

and Downy Woodpeckers were 

numerous.  Only one Killdeer, 

one small flock of juncos, and 

very few chickadees were 

found.  We saw the resident 

Belted Kingfisher several times 

as he flew up and down the 

river, so there must be a nest 

nearby in the bank.  ~  It was 

a great morning to be in na-

ture, and we saw five deer in 

addition to 22 bird species.  Do 

join us next month.      Gloria B  

Birding by the Map: 

4/17/2010 ~ Location #27 

The Whiskey Dick and the 

Quilomene   ~  Driving out on 

the Old Vantage highway, after 

a quick check to see if the 

Swainson Hawks were back we 

scooted out to the Shrub 

Steppe.  At the first stop, in 

addition to the beautiful Mtn. 

Bluebirds guarding the bird 

house, we were trying to find 

the Meadowlark we kept hear-

ing.  ~  Now when I am really 

looking for something you have 

to tap me on the shoulder to 

get my attention.  Well, my old 

co-worker from Seattle had to 

do just that.  He was just driv-

ing by and spotted us and rec-

ognized me.  Why am I 

ñtalkingò about this in the 

Hooter?  For those of you who 

have not noticed,  our web-

page is updated by this same 

co-worker, Mark Whitesell.  He 

volunteers his time generously, 

but since he is neither a chap-

ter member nor a Kittitas 

county resident, all of the con-

tact has been by email.  It was 

a wonderful surprise for a 

number of people who have 

worked with him for years to 

actually see his face.  He and 

his wife joined us for the rest 

of the field trip.  ~  The next 

stop we found the target birds 

of any spring trip to the Sage 

Country.  Both the Sage Spar-

row and the Sage Thrasher 

were singing their hearts out.  

(Continued from page 3)  

(Continued on page 5)  

Sage Sparrow  

Photo by Mark Whitesell  

GET YOUR HOOTER ONLINE  
Save paper, printing, postage.  If you would prefer to receive the electronic version, send your name,       

mailing address, & email address to: info@kittitasaudubon.org  

At the beginning of each month weõll send you an email with a quick link to the new Hooter. 

mailto:info@kittitasaudubon.org
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    THANKS TO KITTITAS C OUNTY BUSINESSES SUPPORTING KAS!  

Inland Internet , Roslyn, donates Internet service for our Website: http://www.kittitasaudubon.org  

Old Mill Country Store , Ellensburg  ~  Provides a discount on bird seed to KAS members  

and prints our county bird lists.  Get your bird seed here!  

We walked out over the first 

rise and found Horned Larks.  

The easiest way to see Horned 

Larks is in the winter when 

they swirl just above the fro-

zen fields in big flocks.  In the 

spring, they spread out to indi-

vidual territories where they 

demonstrate the ability to sing 

in flight.  Flying up at a steep 

angle, turning into the wind 

and remaining almost station-

ary, the male delivers his song.  

At the end of the song, he 

closes his wings and plunges 

straight down to the ground.  

Very impressive!   

The stop at Ginko State Park 

(the one on the highway ï not 

the visitors Center on the Co-

lumbia River) was very fruitful, 

as it always is.  Vesper Spar-

row, Horned Lark, Savannah 

Sparrow, Say's Phoebe, Yellow -

rumped Warbler.  

I would like to end this article 

by thanking Mark for his skills 

in maintaining the website 

(and plugging his fabulous 

pointillism artwork).  Check it 

out at  www.markwhitesell.com     
     

   Cricket
 

(Continued from page 4)  

Roslyn Urban Forest needs volunteers!  

During May, KAS members are invited to participate in a number of events related to bird and plant 

monitoring in the Roslyn's Urban Forest (RUF). The RUF is about 350 acres of forested land on the 

Ridge above Roslyn, now owned and administered by the city.  

Starting the first week in May and running through June, there will be weekend ñpoint-countò monitor-

ing of birds. This means birds will be identified within a small radius of specific locations (points) in 

the Roslyn Forest. These counts will be done by a small number of people working closely with James 

Begley, who wrote the stewardship plan for the forest. If there are any KAS birders who are some-

what to very proficient at birding -by -ear, and who would like to go out on these counts, please get in 

touch with Ellie Belew immediately.  

Cricket Webb will be leading a basic bird walk in the RUF on Saturday, June 5th in the morning.  On 

Saturday, May 15th, Don Knoke will lead a Central Washington Native Plants Society all -day trail walk 

through the RUF. For details 

contact Don Knoke 

(donknoke@live.com  or 509

-964 -2274).  

For further information on 

these RUF events, or to find 

out more about the RUF, 

please call or email Ellie 

Belew (info@elliebelew.com 

509 -649 -2377). Ellie is a 

member of Roslyn's citizen 

council on the RUF.  

photo courtesy of RIDGE  

Roslyn Urban Forest  

http://www.markwhitesell.com/
mailto:donknoke@live.com

