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Black- capped Chickadee in Action ~ Backyard Nest - building  

A few weeks ago while working in our back yard for several 

days, I would hear a tap, tap, tap.   It sounded something like a 

woodpecker but was a much softer noise and it had to be close 

by. Finally I interrupted my work long enough to discover a 

Black -capped Chickadee near by and on closer inspection I dis-

covered a hole in an old apple tree.   

I observed the tree for a while and watched the chickadee going 

into the hole, then flying into a high branch, dropping wood 

chips, and flying back into the hole.   After several days, the tap, 

tap, tapping ended and the 

chickadee was now carrying nest 

material into the hole.   

The photo with the penny shows 

the size of a few of the larger 

chips found on the concrete 

steps beneath one of the 

branches the chickadee would 

land on to deposit the chips.  

 ~ Gloria Lindstrom  
 

(Ed.   Weôll look for further progress 
reports as the nesting season con-
tinuesé!) 

Photos by Gloria Lindstrom  

Looking Ahead ~ Programs for 2010 ð2011  

September ~  CWU grad student Adam Hannuksela, ñBird Communities of Sonora, Mexicoò 

October ~ Alan Bauer,  author & photographer,  most recently published a book on desert hiking; 

good bird photos and other wonders.  

November ~   Richy Harrod and Bill Gaines, researchers from the USFS "Forest Restoration Strategy 

in the eastern Cascades."  

January 2011 ~ Jeb and Gloria have volunteered for this one  

February ~  possibly Steve Moore & Jan Demorest coordinating a membersô slide show 

March ~ David Jennings, undersea photography in Puget Sound, reportedly has an outstanding pro-

gram.  

April & May ~ not filled (Feel free to call Hal Lindstrom, 925 -1807,  with any ideas you may have!)  
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KAS BOARD MEMBERS  

Co-President ï Gloria Baldi & Gloria Lindstrom
  968 -3175  
Vice President ï Bud Rechterman  962 -4508  
Secretary ï Jim Briggs   933 -2231  
Treasurer ï Tom Gauron   968 -3175  
Conservation ï Janet Nelson    509 -674 -6165  
Education ï Beth Rogers        509 -674 -1855  
Field Trip Coordinator -  Jeb Baldi  933 -1558  
Newsletter ï Jan Demorest  933 -1179  
Historian ï Marianne Gordon  964 -2320  
Programs ï Hal Lindstrom    925 -1807  
Publicity ï Gerry Sorenson   968 -4857  
Wildlife Habitat ï Joe Meuchel  933 -3011  
Bluebird boxes ï Jan Demorest  933 -1179  
Past President ð Gloria Baldi  933 -1558  
Membership ï   Tuck Forsythe  925 -2356  
 

*Christmas Bird Count ï Phil Mattocks  
    962 -2191  
*Librarian  -   Ginger Jensen  925 -5816  
*Social/Greeter ï Kay Forsythe  925 -2356
     
*NON -VOTING VOLUNTEER POSITIONS  
 

KAS Board Meetings are held at 4:30 
PM on the 1st Thursday of each 
month on the third floor of the CWU 
Science Bldg, Room 301 (above the 
elephant desk). These meetings are 
open to the public and all Audubon 

members; please come and join in 
the discussions.  Meetings adjourn 
by 6:00 or 6:30, after which we all 
go out for a sociable dinner ~ NO 

business discussion allowed!  

Send in your stories & photos!  
 

The Hooter is the newsletter of  

Kittitas Audubon,  published 

monthly except for July.  
   

The editor reserves the right to edit 

for space, grammar, and/or suit-

ability.  Email text and/or photos to 

bobcat@kvalley.com  or snail mail 

to Jan Demorest, Hooter Editor, 

1009 North B Street, Ellensburg, 

WA  98926.  Submissions need to be 

in by the 15th of the preceding 

month.  

Submissions from readers are most wel-
come and encouraged! 

Roslyn Urban Forest Bird - watching 
Tour ~ June 5th, 8 Am ñ10 AM  

Please join a basic bird -watching tour of the Roslyn Ur-
ban Forest, led by a member of the Kittitas County Audu-
bon. ~  No experience necessary.  If you have binoculars 

or field guides bring them.  ~  Dress for the weather. 
Please, no dogs.  

With enough interest, there may be future bird identifi-
cation sessions and additional bird walks.  

 

Saturday,  June 5th,  8 AM - 10 AM 
Meet at the Roslyn Library.  
Pre- registration necessary . 

Please call the Roslyn City Offices (509) 649 -3105 and 
talk to Amber Shallow.  

ANNUAL PICNIC ~ 
POTLUCK! 

 

August 19 th   ~  5:30 PM  

At Hal & Gloria Lindstromôs 

Mark your calendars and 
look for details in the Au-

gust Hooter 

All Audubon program 

meetings, held on the 

3rd Thursday of each 

month , September 

through May (except 

December), are open to 

the public; please come 

and meet with us.  A 

brief business session 

precedes the program. 

Stay afterwards for 

treats and conversation.  

Many thanks to the Ellens-
burg Public Library for 

sponsoring our meetings at 
the Hal Holmes Center. 



First Saturday Birdwalk: May 1st ~  Nine peo-

ple gathered on a cool May 1 st  to celebrate May 

Day searching for avian species and enjoying a 

Saturday morning walk.  (Low 40ôs becoming 

cooler as clouds moved in and the wind picked 

up). Thirty - two species were seen, including a 

new sub -species for the group, the Myrtle  variety 

of the Yellow - rumped Warbler.  The normal sub -

species seen is the Audubon  indicated by the yel-

low throat, whereas the Myrtle has a white throat.  

Other less common species observed which arrive 

mainly in our springtime were the Hammondôs 

Flycatcher, Townsendôs Solitaire, Nashville 

Warbler, and  two House Wrens, along with a 

Double - crested Cormorant and  Ruby -

crowned Kinglet.   As we searched, the weather 

became more overcast bringing a breeze and tell-

ing us to hurry along.  Fun morning with other 

bird lovers!  Join us the first Saturday in June.  

Saturday April 24 th  ~  Columbia Basin & Crab 

Creek  ~  ñBLITZ THE BASINò ~  On April 24 five 

of us headed east to bird the Columbia Basin wet-

lands. Two weeks later I had out -of - town guests, 

so three of us went again to see what we could 

find. We were surprised at the difference two 

weeks can make.  

Highlight of both trips were fifteen species of 

ducks. Brightest among them were Cinnamon 

Teal which were everywhere. A little pond near 

the Silica Road exit had several pairs of Ruddy 

Ducks ,  with their intense blue bills.  

We saw Pied -billed Grebe in several locations. On 

the earlier trip what we saw  from Ginkgo Visitorôs 

Center below on the river  we ultimately decided 

were Horned Grebes .   Two weeks later we 

proved it because from the Frenchman Coulee 

side they were on the river right in front of us.  

We need to try to drop down that coulee when we 

make our usual spring trip. There was a Rock 

Wren putting on quite a show and the White -

throated Swifts  were at eye level.  

Killdeer, American Avocet , Black - necked Stilt 

and Long - billed Curlew  were seen on both trips 

~ on first trip we saw a Western Sandpiper ; on 

the second a Least Sandpiper . Luck of the draw, 

I guess. We also saw  a Wilson's Phalarope on 

the second trip. Maybe we were too early the first 

time. We saw Caspian Terns both trips but we 

havenôt seen Forsterôs for several years. Thatôs 

something to think about.  

Of course, we saw all the usual blackbirds, finches 

and farmland birds you can see anywhere at this 

time of year.  

On the later trip we had enough time to drive 

back the Old Vantage Highway. We spent some-

time watching the wind tower people lift the entire 

blade structure to the top of one of the towers. 

While waiting the energetic pair took a stroll 

through the sage and gleaned Sage Thrashers 

and Horned Larks .  

Lastly, or should I say firstly, on the second trip 

we made a beeline for Othello to look for Bur-

rowing Owls . Before getting that far we had to 

stop at the wetlands on Highway 26 which usually 

is our turnaround point. While admiring all the 

avocets, Black -necked Stilts and phalaropes we 

saw something very unusual: a Prairie Falcon 

was sitting at the edge of the water  taking a bath!  

Before the second trip, I had asked Randy Hill (of 

the NWR staff) if he knew where we might look 

for Burrowing Owls . He gave us directions to 

three locations. Surprise! There were owls at two 

of them. While we were watching the second one 

a Northern Harrier flew over. The owl made a 

couple of quick steps closer to his hole then could-

nôt decide whether he should watch us or watch 

the harrier. At that point we left him in peace.  

    Marianne Gordon  

PS: Two birds new to my Basin list: a Long - billed 
Dowitcher  and a field full of American Pipits .  

 

Saturday May 15th ~ 3 rd  Saturday Birding by 

the Map ~ Easton State Park ~ The three of us 

started birding this field trip before we got out of 

the parking lot where we met.  Not all that un-

usual, but I rarely report it, since it is not 

ñofficiallyò part of the field trip.  This sighting was 

too good to pass up.  In the trees above the cars 

were Red Crossbills .  It took a few tries to get 

everyone to see them because the birds were a 

bit too busy bouncing from branch to branch.  

ñFinding the bird that we knew was up there 

somewhereò was the theme of the day.  The tall 

thick forest at Easton State Park does not make 

seeing the birds easy.  We heard Red - breasted 

Nuthatches  all day but only saw one.   I am try-

ing to learn to bird by ear but it is a struggle for 

me.  I was able to ID the Rufous Hummingbird  

as it buzzed by, from the sound.  Seeing that one 

was perfect since he was turned into the sun and 

shining like a tiny little beacon.   
(Continued on page 4)  
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