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All Audubon meetings, held on the 3rd Thurs-

day of each month , September through May 

(except December), are open to the public, so 

feel free to come and meet with us.  A brief 

business session precedes the program. Stay 

afterwards for juice, treats, and conversation.  

Future Programs   (mark your calendar!)  
 

October  ~ Alan Bauer,  author & photographer,  most recently published a book on desert hiking; good 

bird photos and other wonders.  

November  ~  Richy Harrod & Bill Gaines, USFS researchers "Forest Restoration Strategy in the Eastern 

Cascades."  

Studies of migratory birds have historically been focused more on the breeding grounds than migra-

tory and wintering habitats.   Populations may be more influenced by conditions on the wintering 

grounds than by conditions in the more northerly latitudes.  

In southern Sonora, Mexico, there is a rare habitat that has seen no formal scientific study.   It con-

tains the densest population of Organ Pipe Cactus in the world.   Where the desert meets the Sea of 

Cortez there have been over 250 species of birds recorded.   There are three different habitats in the 

area with different vegetation structure and bird com-

munities.   Adamôs research focuses on the different 

bird communities of this rare ñthornscrubò ecosystem, 

as well as other facets of the area's rich natural his-

tory.  

Adam Hannuksela has been doing field work with birds 

for the past 10 years throughout the Western U.S. and 

Northern Mexico.   He has worked for non -profits, and 

private companies, and is the research director of the 

Alamos (Mexico) Wildlands Alliance.   He is currently in 

graduate school at Central, spending winters studying 

birds, plants, herps, and mammals while helping to 

run the Navopatia Field Station in Sonora, Mexico.    

òWintering Birds of Southern Sonora, Mexicoó  
presented by Adam Hannuksela  

Membership Meeting  -  Thursday, September 16th 
7:00 PM  ~  Hal Holmes Center  

Remember our new meeting location 
at the Hal Holmes Center next to 
the library.  Many thanks to the 
Ellensburg Public Library for spon-
soring our meetings here! 

Roseate Spoonbills               photo by Adam Hannuksela  
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KAS BOARD MEMBERS  

Co-Presidents ï Gloria Baldi  933 -1558  
            Gloria Lindstrom  925 -1807  
Vice President ï Bud Rechterman  962 -4508  
Secretary ï Jim Briggs   933 -2231  
Treasurer ï Tom Gauron    933 -2550  
Conservation ï Janet Nelson    509 -674 -6165  
Education ï Beth Rogers        509 -674 -1855  
Field Trip Coordinator -  Jeb Baldi  933 -1558  
Newsletter ï Jan Demorest  933 -1179  
Historian ï Marianne Gordon  964 -2320  
Program Coordinator ï Hal Lindstrom   
    925 -1807  
Publicity ï Gerry Sorenson   968 -4857  
Wildlife Habitat ï Joe Meuchel  933 -3011  
Bluebird boxes ï Jan Demorest  933 -1179  
Past President ð Tom Gauron  933 -1558  

Membership ï Tuck Forsythe  925 -2356  
 

*Christmas Bird Count ï Phil Mattocks  
    962 -2191  
*Librarian  -   Ginger Jensen  925 -5816  
Social/Greeter ï Kay Forsythe  925 -2356
     
*NON -VOTING VOLUNTEER POSITIONS  
 

KAS Board Meetings are held at 4:30 

PM on the 1st Thursday of each 
month on the third floor of the CWU 
Science Bldg, Room 301 (above the 
elephant desk). These meetings are 
open to the public and all Audubon 
members; please come and join in 
the discussions.  Meetings adjourn 

by 6:00 or 6:30, after which we all 

go out for a sociable dinner ~ NO 
business discussion allowed!  

Send in your stories & pho-

tos! 

Submissions from read-
ers /members are most wel-

come and encouraged!  

 The editor reserves the right to 

edit for space, grammar, and/or 

suitability.  Email text and/or 

photos to bobcat@kvalley.com  or 

snail mail to Jan Demorest,  Edi-

tor,  712 E 2nd Ave,       Ellens-

burg, WA  98926.  Submissions 

need to be in by the 20th of the 

preceding month.  

The Hooter is the newsletter of  

Kittitas Audubon,  published 

monthly except for July.  

As  you know by now, the 
presidency this year is shared by 

the two Glorias.  In sharing the 
responsibility, we will try also to 

share information each month in 
The  Hooter , some in the form of 

ñfood for thoughtò, some with organization happenings, and some 
just items of interest.  

During August of each year (based on our fiscal year) Kittitas 
Audubon is required to present an annual report to National 
Audubon, which allows us to collect some funds from the national 
organization.  Perhaps you do not realize the many projects and 

tasks that are undertaken by individuals to make our organization a 
viable entity.  Following is a partial list:  

 Thirty - three (33) natural history field trips, most to find bird 
species, but fish, native flowers, and museums have also been 

offered.  

 Eleven board meetings attended by sixteen Board members 
and visitors (all are invited), where members decide the direction 
and projects of KAS.  

 Eight (8) programs with various themes relating to natural 
history presented to the public in cooperation with the Ellensburg 

Public Library.  Need I mention the treats!!  

 Eleven issues of The Hooter are mailed to almost 200 

households.  

 Bird presentations to young people.  500 bird books were 
delivered to six schools, involving 34 classrooms.  Additionally, four 
presentations were given to Girl Scouts.  

 Bird books for the elementary level were given to three 
libraries and two elementary school teachers.  One other book on 

Grizzlies was also presented to the Ellensburg Public Library.  

 A National Audubon Society school environmental publication 
is given to one classroom teacher.  

 KAS donates monies to seven (7) bird research/
rehabilitation/environmental organizations.  

 For twenty -one years, KAS has participated in the Christmas 
Bird Count to collect data on bird diversity and changes.  

 Bird houses and feeders are constructed regularly for gifts, 

funds, and for the Bluebird Trails project.  

 Several members represent KAS on Technical Advisory 

Committees to attempt to further the enhancement of habitat and 
wildlife.  

 Letters and spoken comment by several individuals at 
hearings have been given on development issues that affect loss of 
natural habitat.  

 

The above partial list involves many individuals giving of their time 
to accomplish the tasks, and we could not be the organization we 
are without them.  Thank you all so much!!  During the year you will 
be reading more about some of these people.  And if you would like 

to become involved in a project, please see either of the Glorias.  
You can be assured we will find a project for you.  

PRESIDENTôS 

MESSAGE  



Saturday August 21st ~ Birding by the Map 

(BBTM ) ~ Taneum to Quartz Mt ~ Site #21    

Sometimes it seems just when you want birds 

they are not to be seen. That was  the case when 

five early birds took on the Taneum/Quartz Moun-

tain BBTM site.  

We started in the Gordonsô yard, but the birds 

that normally are everywhere just werenôt. We did 

manage 8 species, the best of which was a Great 

Blue Heron flying overhead just as the Cle Elum 

contingent drove in. Hm -m -m. I wonder where he 

thought he was going. Thereôs not much feed for 

big birds where he was heading.  

On up  the bottom to the Gnat Flat Road were five 

more birds, the best of which were Cedar Wax-

wings, and a Hairy Woodpecker, in the area that 

had been burned a few years ago.  

Up the hill to Gooseberry Flats, usually alive with 

birds. With a lot of searching, neck -craning, and 

just plain waiting we managed 7 species: Com-

mon  Raven, Pygmy Nuthatch, Mountain Chicka-

dee, Chipping Sparrow, MacGillivray's Warbler, 

Western Tanager, Red -breasted Nuthatch, and 

Northern Flicker.  

After what seemed like miles of dusty road be-

tween second growth firs and pines, we came out 

into Frost Meadows which are not clear -cuts but 

natural meadows. Now we were getting into inter-

esting birds: Cooperôs Hawk, Violet-green Swal-

low, Townsendôs Solitaire, and lots of Mountain 

Bluebirds. We agreed that Sibleyôs illustrations of 

Eastern and Western Bluebirds are much too 

bright, but paint and print canôt begin to get the 

Mountain Bluebirds as bright as they really are!                              

Mt. Adams  peeking over the horizon gave us a 

hint of what was to come. Well... was supposed to 

come. Mount Rainier had its head in the clouds 

but even the bottom half is awesome. Quartz 

Mountain has to be one of the best places in the 

state for viewing that mountain.  

What few birds we saw really werenôt too shabby 

either. As we rounded the last corner to the top, a 

very large, very dark grouse swooped across in 

front of us: a Sooty Grouse, formerly Blue 

Grouse. Also seen were American Kestrel,  Bald 

Eagle, Dark -eyed Junco, Clarkôs Nutcracker, and 

Red- tailed Hawk.               

With perseverance what seemed like a  shortage of 

birds still got us 30 species in all.  

On the way back we made a short detour down to 

Buck Meadows. The riparian habitat is coming 

back beautifully since the Forest Service built the 

campground up higher and shut the wet meadow 

off from wheeled vehicles. This old - timer hardly 

recognized  it as the same place we camped with 

our family on our Jeep jaunts to Shoestring Lake.  

         Marianne Gordon  

Saturday August 7th ~ First Saturday Bird-

Walk  ~ Conditions were perfect for bird searching 

on First Saturday BirdWalk.  A morning in the sev-

enty -degree range brought twelve people to-

gether, including two newly -arrived residents with 

their visitor from Bellevue.  (This is another indi-

cation that our announcements in the Daily Re-

cord  are effective.)  Twenty - four species were tal-

lied for the morning, interspersed with the usual 

ñgoings-on-about -townò conversation.  Some 

birds cannot be mistaken, but once or twice we 

consulted our field guides for positive ID.  A dis-

tant bird of prey or a less -seen flycatcher evoke 

some discussion for verification.  

Most swallows seemed to have migrated as we did 

not find a Tree Swallow until near the end of the 

walk, and only a few Rough -winged individuals 

were still around.  (One observation is that it 

seems we did not have the numbers of Tree Swal-

lows this year as in the past.)  Many species 

yielded only one:  Turkey Vulture, Song Sparrow, 

Red- tailed Hawk, Double -crested Cormorant, Bul-

lockôs Oriole, Red-breasted Nuthatch, and Spotted 

Sandpiper (the latter in comparison to last month 

when we saw six), but we did have close views of 

Cedar Waxwings, Downy Woodpeckers, and a 

beautiful pair of Kestrels.  The most unusual 

event of the morning was having a rather small 

garter snake in our path slowly devouring a 

mouse, which it swallowed whole.  Garter snakes 

often adapt by eating whatever they can find, and 

whenever, because food can be scarce or abun-

dant.  We watched as it slithered to a more pro-

tected spot under brush.  We never know what a 

BirdWalk will produce.            

     Gloria Baldi  

   

 (More field trip reports on page 5é) 
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8 - 24 - 2010  ά¢ƻ !ƭƭΥ  Sadly, Moe, the Sandhill Crane, 
died just a little over an hour ago in the presence of 
Marnee Wines and Mike Fuller.  It evidently did not feel 
well this morning and was lying down so Marnee called 
Mike.  Ironically, we were preparing to take it to Golden-
dale tomorrow to be given to a WDFW agent to take to 
a SE WA crane rehabilitation center.   

 We do not know if an autopsy will be done/required, 
but I did ask Phil via email if he would like it for the Uni-
versity.    DƭƻǊƛŀ . έ 

 
In last monthôs Hooter, you read of the efforts by a 
group of KAS members, a wildlife rehabilitator, and 
several dog herders, along with other volunteers inter-

ested in the welfare of wildlife ð these folks combined 
energies to rescue a Sandhill Crane from a field in the 
valley that had not been able to continue its migration 
north to its normal nesting grounds because it was un-
able to fly.  
 
Despite efforts to keep it fed and safe, this beautiful 

bird (named ñMoeò because it had been living in fields 
off of Moe Road) died on August 24th.  Moe had gained 
weight and seemed to be improving on a diet of live 
mice, grain, and salmon fingerlings donated by the Cle 
Elum Fish Hatchery.  It had been hoped that with 

physical therapy to increase the strength and flexibility 

of Moeôs wing tendons and muscles, that he may have 
been able to return to the wild and join his fellow 
cranes on the migration south.  
 
Although Moe did not survive to fly again, the effort 
was well - intentioned, and not without precedent. 
Marnee and Dr. Fuller have had many successes over 

the years in rehabilitating wild birds and returning 
them to their natural habitats.  
 
Thanks to all who contributed to this effort ~ it brought 
a fine group of like -minded people together whose in-
tentions are always aimed towards enhancing our rela-
tionship with the natural world.  
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The State of the Birds 2010 ~ Climate Change  

From North American Bird Conservation Initiative, U.S. Committee, 2010. The State of the Birds 

2010 Report on Climate Change, United States of America. U.S. Department of the Interior: 

Washington, DC.  

In this 2010 State of the Birds report, we consider one of the greatest environmental challenges of 

our time, climate change. How will the 

impacts of climate change influence our bird 

populations and their habitats? Accelerated 

climate change as a result of human activities 

is altering the natural world as we know it, 

diminishing the quality of our environment. 

This report calls attention to the collective 

efforts needed to protect natureôs resources 

for the benefit of people and wildlife.  

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service took the 

lead in creating this report through an 

unprecedented partnership involving the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service, State wildlife 

agencies, and nongovernmental 

organizations as a subcommittee of the U.S. 

North American Bird Conservation Initiative 

(NABCI).  


