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Living with Wolves in
Washington State

Join Conservation Northwest and Kittitas
Audubon on Tuesday, August 16", 7-9 pm
in Ellensburg at the Hal Holmes Center (209

Ruby St) for an exciting night of discussion
regarding Washington’s Wolves.

See Page 4 for more details...

Photos of Lookout Pack recorded on Conservation Northwest
remote monitoring cameras, 2008.

AUGUST MEMBERSHIP PICNIC/POTLUCTK! ]
Thursday, August 18" ~ 5:30 PM

atHal & G/ oria Lindstrom s Home -~ 1
Grilled hamburgers, buns, and the trimmings furnished by KAS

Members bring the rest ~ appetizers, salads, or desserts
Bring beverage of choice + plates, utensils, & cloth napkins for each person in your party
Please call 933-1558 or 933-2550 to RSVP by August 16", so we have an idea of the number
of people who will be attending
Come join the fun ~ bring family & friends, relax and enjoy great food and a chance to
talk with other members in the Lindstrodmds be

Look for a schedule of programs for Fall 2011 in the September issue of The Hooter!

All Audubon meetings, held on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the Hal Holmes Center next to
the Library, September through May (except December), are open to the public, so feel free to
come and meet with us. A brief business session precedes the program. Stay afterwards for juice,

treats, and conversation. Many thanks to the Ellensburg Public Library for sponsoring our meetings here!




Page2

KAS BOARD MEMBERS
President - Gloria Baldi 933-1558
Vice President - Bud Rechterman 962-4508
Secretary - Jim Briggs 933-2231
Treasurer — Marte Fallshore 925-6745
Conservation - Janet Nelson 674-6165
Education - Bud Rechterman 962-4508
Field Trips — Steve Moore 933-1558
*Newsletter — Jan Demorest 933-1179
Historian — Marianne Gordon 964-2320
Program Coordinator — Jeb Baldi 933-1558
Publicity — Gerry Sorenson 968-4857
Wildlife Habitat — Joe Meuchel 933-3011
*Bluebird boxes - Jan Demorest 933-1179

Past President — Gloria Lindstrom 933-2550
Membership — Tuck Forsythe 925-2356
*Christmas Bird Count - Phil Mattocks

962-2191
*Librarian - Ginger Jensen 925-5816
Social/Greeter — Kay Forsythe 925-2356

*NON-VOTING VOLUNTEER POSITIONS

KAS Board Meetings are held at 4:30
PM on the 1st Thursday of each
month on the third floor of the CWU
Science Bldg, Room 301 (above the
elephant desk). These meetings are
open to the public and all Audubon
members; please come and join in
the discussions. Meetings adjourn
by 6:00 or 6:30, after which we all
go out for a sociable dinner ~ NO
business discussion allowed!

Send in your stories & photos!

The Hooter is the newsletter of
Kittitas Audubon, published
monthly except for July.

Submissions from members &
other readers are most wel-
come and encouraged!

The editor reserves the right to edit
for space, grammar, and/or suit-
ability. Email text and/or photos to
bobcat@kvalley.com or snail mail

to Jan Demorest, Hooter Editor,

712 E 2nd Ave, Ellensburg, WA
98926. Submissions need to be in by
the 20th of the preceding month.

The Hooter
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i Summer, although very cool

PRES/! DENT § Snd windy, is still upon us and
it does not seem possible that
MESSAGE The Hooter articles are due

already for the month of August.

Two months have passed since last you perused this publication

and I hope you have had the opportunity to enjoy many birds in

the interim, whether it be in your yard, in the surrounding area,
or a place to which you have traveled.

There is a new regulation if you park in any Washington State-
managed land, including state parks, water-access points, heri-
tage sites, wildlife and natural areas, and trailheads. You now

need to have a Discover Pass dis-
cO
oSOV,

played in your vehicle. Since July 1

the pass has been required at all these Q/-\‘P
Y

areas. The fine for not displaying the

pass in your vehicle is $99. A day pass

is $10 and an annual pass is $30. If S
you have a fishing and/or hunting li-

cense, you don’t have to pay extra to go

on Dept. of Fish and Wildlife sites.

Prior to this time, visitors were asked only to make a donation;
this year state lawmakers slashed $60 million from state park
funding. It is hoped that the fee will help keep more than 100
state parks open.

How do you obtain the pass?

1. Beginning in the fall of this year, you can pay for one when
you renew your vehicle license.

2. or... obtain one at State Parks headquarters and regional
offices, and at state parks when staff is available.

by phone @ (866) 320-9933.

4. or.. in person from any of nearly 600 recreational license
vendors where state fishing and hunting licenses are sold.

3. or..

5. or online at https://fishhunt.dfw.wa.gov/wa/index.html

Please be aware that if you purchase from a licensed dealer,
online, or by phone, that there is a $5.00 fee ($1.50 extra for a
day pass).

As Jeb and I have traveled, we have often had to pay a fee at
parks in various states, so Washington is not unusual in this re-
gard. We have beautiful and varied park lands in this state—and
we hope the fees will allow them to remain the gems that they
are.

See you at the picnic on August 18! ~ Gloria Baldi

The mission of Kittitas Audubon is to
develop an appreciation of nature through

education and conservation, with a focus
on birds.
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June 4" ~ First Saturday BirdWalk ~ a perfect day
with little wind, comfortable temperature, and lots of
sun brought out of eleven participants, three of whom
were young children with an interest in birds. We net-
ted 33 species. The Red-tailed Hawk nest had two
little fuzzy heads peering up, and we assumed both
parents were searching for rodents for the family.
Some of the species seen were Bullock’s Oriole, Cedar
Waxwing, Rough-winged and Tree Swallows, Orange-
crowned and Yellow Warblers, House Wren, Spotted
Sandpiper, Western Wood-Pewee, Black-headed Gros-
beak, Common Merganser, and our resident Belted
Kingfisher.

*Note: Binoculars were loaned to a mother and
her daughter (?Cami and Felicity) to use for the
morning. Because they left early the binoculars
were also offered for use on the way back to
their car. I need to retrieve the binoculars so
other beginning birders may use them. I hope
she will read this and give me a call. Jeb @ 933-
1558.

July 2nd ~ First Saturday BirdWalk ~ Again, a per-
fect windless day for twelve birders to gather for a
walk in search of birds. Water was still high but not
flooding and the river was beginning to clear as sedi-
ment dropped.

Even with the birds busy feeding quietly in the foliage,
we did see thirty species. Highlights were the young
Red-tailed Hawk, not far from its nest, being harassed
by a Bullock’s Oriole and an American Robin. Two
warblers seen in June were still here, the Orange-
crowned and the Yellow, along with a beautiful Black-
headed Grosbeak, the sassy House Wren, and the nor-
mally elusive Gray Catbird which, on this day, posed
for all to see. For the first time, a Willow Flycatcher
was heard, although it was invisible. As we finished
the walk at 10:45, temperatures reached into the high
70's. Please join us the first Saturday in August to see
what wildlife can be found at the Riverfront Park.

June 20" ~ Lake Wenatchee, Tall Timbers, East-
ern Slope Cascade Birds ~ Sorenson’s Cabin visit:
Eight KAS members met at Super 1, heading out to
pick up a ninth member from Cle Elum at the U.S
97/970 junction. Our first bird was spotted there ~
two Wild Turkeys foraging in the field. The going-up
leg of the trip went smoothly, and soon we were en-
joying the evergreen and deciduous trees that crowd
the road above Lake Wenatchee.

Our next bird was seen inside the gate, on the way to
the cabin - a Ruffed Grouse feeding along the road.

At the cabin, bird feeders filled, we walked back out
the road to the Napeequa River bridge, and up along
the west side of the Tall Timbers church camp. At the
bridge, two Northern Rough-winged Swallows sat still
on a branch, letting us have a good look. We also saw
(or heard): American Robin, Western Wood-Pewee,
Yellow Warbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Red-breasted
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Sapsucker, Spotted Sandpiper, Hairy Woodpecker, ra-
ven, Swainson's Thrush (heard), and Northern Flicker.

Lunchtime back to
the cabin gave us
time to sit and
watch the feeders
where we saw:
Evening Grosbeak
families, Black-
headed Grosbeak,
Oregon Junco,
Calliope Hum-
mingbird, Chest-
nut-backed
Chickadee, Black-
capped Chicka-
dee, American Goldfinch, and a rowdy Steller's Jay.

Calliope
Hummingbird

Web photo

We left the cabin and drove 4 miles up the Forest Ser-
vice road to White River Falls. We spotted a Varied
Thrush along the road, and in the mist of the falls, an
American Dipper. On the drive back, Canada Geese
and an Osprey were seen, for a total of 25 species.

~ Gerry Sorenson

June 11*" ~ Birding with Deb: Eastern Kittitas
Valley to the Columbia ~ Seven birders joined Deb
Essman to search for birds between eastern Kittitas
Valley and the Columbia River, netting 40 species.

Along the old Vantage Highway near Fairview Road,
Deb pointed out a nesting pair of Swainson’s Hawks.
In the willows across the road were several bright yel-
low birds, making them easier to spot among the
leaves: Western Tanager, Yellow Warbler, and Yellow-
rumped Warbler.

Several stops along the old highway in the sagebrush
hills gave us glimpses of Mountain Bluebird, Sage
Thrasher, and Sage Sparrow.

The most productive stop of the day was at the re-
mains of what was once a lush riparian area, on the
way down towards the river. Much of the draw on ei-
ther side was burned in a fire last year, so the birds
seemed to be bunched up in the remaining trees and
shrubs: Western Wood-Pewee, Lark Sparrow, Western
Meadowlark, Eastern and Western Kingbirds, Town-
send's and Wilson’s Warblers, Bullock’s Oriole, Rock
Wren, and Barn Swallow.

This late in the season we didn’t expect to see many
ducks on the river but were pleased with a Common
Loon in breeding plumage, a Western Grebe, and Cas-
pian Tern. The present park personnel haven’t com-
pletely discouraged the Say’s Phoebe (removing old
nests from the rafters of the museum) who was feed-
ing nestlings in a new nest! Even though migration
was long over there were still Nashville Warblers sing-
ing in the trees and Violet-green and Cliff Swallows
flying overhead.

~ Marianne Gordon
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Education & more...

Hooter

Wolves in Wushington (continued from page 1)

“"Poachers kill wolves from Washington’s
first pack” ~ Twisp, WA, early 2011 ~ This tragic
news of the killing demonstrates need for continued
protections and public education.

“Public education is an important part of wolf
management, and it’s clear from this blatant act of
disrespect for wildlife that there needs to be more of
it,” said Derrick Knowles, who works for Conservation
Northwest in Spokane, and is a member of the state’s
wolf working group.

Join Conservation Northwest and
Kittitas Audubon on Tuesday
August 16 from 7-9 pm in
Ellensburg at the Hal Holmes
Center (209 Ruby St) for an
exciting night of discussion
regarding Washington’s Wolves.
Hear wildlife tracker and regional
wolf expert Dave Moskowitz and
Conservation Northwest staff
member Jay Kehne examine the
status of Washington’s wolves on

both ecological, social, and political levels. Come learn
what the future holds for continued wolf recovery in
our region.

Jay Kehne lives in Omak and serves as the Okanogan
County Organizer with Conservation Northwest,
working on social concerns related to wolves,
including livestock and hunting issues. Dave
Moskowitz, from Duvall, is a professional wildlife
tracker, photographer, and outdoor educator. He has
contributed his expertise on wildlife studies in Canada
and the Rocky Mountains, and is currently writing a
book about the history of wolves in the Pacific
Northwest.

The next few months leading
up to the finalization of the
Washington State Wolf
Management Plan are critical
to ensuring continued recovery
for wolves. Come learn how
you can have a last chance to
ensure that your voice will be
heard in support of wolves
being a permanent part of
Washington’s landscape.

...from National Audubon

What would spring be without its
familiar avian harbingers? ~ What
would the fields and forests be like
without the familiar chorus of
birdsong? ~ Could we be facing a
future without some of our most
beloved feathered friends?

Many of America’s most iconic and familiar bird
species are declining in numbers. They are victims of
a growing list of threats, including disruption in our
climate, conversion of pastures and meadows to
farmland, urban sprawl, pollution, logging, and other
factors.

Audubon has identified more than 20 birds, once
abundant, whose numbers are now plummeting.

Visit the National Audubon website to learn more:
http://birds.audubon.org/

Our birds are sounding a warning; for the threats to
these birds are threats to the ecosystems upon
which all life depends, including our own. The
challenges are many, and so the solutions will be
many as well. But all solutions begin with knowledge.
So we ask you to watch the slideshow, meet these
winged messengers, and pass this email on to a
friend.

David Yarnold
President and CEO, National Audubon Society

Birdi ng Educati i

far mo

On June 3, Marilyn and I provided the birding part of
a field trip for 90 Kindergarten students (Lincoln Ele-
mentary) to Brian and Becky Cortese's farm.

There were four different activities that they rotated
through. A tractor-pulled hayride, a chance to climb
on the haying machinery used by the farm, a look at
samples of the different types of hay that are grown
on the farm, and our information on how birds of
prey help the farmers control rodents. We used the
KAS tri-fold bulletin board with bird pictures, showed
owl pellets (in small Zip- lock bags), and the pictures
of the rodent skeletons from dissected owl pel-

lets. We talked about the Great Horned Owls and
Barn Owils that live on the farm and about the Red-
tailed Hawks that nest in trees near by.

~ Gerry Sorenson

on
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Yakima River Canyon Scenic Byway ...
why we

There’s a famous bird in the Yakima canyon.
For years Audubon members from all over the state
have been watching the singing Yellow-breasted Chat
patrol his territory at
the intersection of
the BNSF tracks and
the Umptanum Trail.
I honestly think he
is the reason the
area was designated
as a Significant Bird-
ing Area by the Na-
tional Audubon Soci-
ety. Of course it is
probably not the
same bird year after
year but that par-
ticular habitat must
be attractive to
these largest of the warblers. It’s attractive to a lot of
other birds too. Deb Essman has a long list of birds
she has seen over several years of leading birding
trips as part of the “Get Intimate with the Shrub
Steppe” event.

But the Umptanum Trail, which begins just across the
swinging bridge, is not the only area of special interest
in the canyon. Former Governor Dan Evans thought
the whole canyon was special enough to designate it
as the state’s first Scenic Byway in 1968. Over the
four decades since the designation, various public land
-use agencies have purchased key sections of the can-
yon and today the Federal Bureau of Land Manage-

Conservation News

Web image
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ment has developed four recreation sites and the
Washjngton Department of Fish and Wildlife has cre-

S h o bybinflBriggsa I a&d@wo wildlife areas for hunting and hiking access.

Now a consortium of agencies,
environmental, hunting and fish-
ing groups, including Kittitas
Audubon, as well as commercial
interests, has come together to
form the Yakima River Canyon
Scenic Byway Initiative. The vi-
sion of the group is to make the
Yakima River Canyon a world-
class drive for Washington resi-
dents and visitors. Their mission
is to tell the story of the byway
and merge road safety with rec-
reation access.

The first thing the group wants to

accomplish is to update and pub-
lish a Corridor Management
Plan for the byway. Steps
have already been taken to this
end. A series of visioning ses-
sions has been held to make
sure everybody is on the same

page in the development.

Web image

Recently a new opportunity has come forth. A signifi-
cant piece of property in the canyon has come on the
market. The lead agency, Cascade Land Conservancy,
received a grant for approximately half of the price
but now we need to come up with matching funds. To
that end a fundraiser was held in June at the Canyon
River Ranch Lodge. Governor Evans himself kicked it
off. There will be many follow-up efforts as all ave-
nues of funding are
pursued. It is impor-
tant that this parcel,
just downstream from
the Umptanum Rec-
reation Area, be pur-
chased in order to
guarantee access to
fishermen and rafters.

THE
YAKIMA CANYON

SCENIC AND RECREATIONAL
HIGHWAY

Anybody wishing to
donate to this cause
can send a check to:
Yakima River Canyon
Scenic Byway c/o Cas-
cade Land Conser-
vancy, 409 North Pine
in Ellensburg.

Oh, and next spring 1968 Management Plan

be sure to get out and

see that Yellow-breasted Chat. And maybe a Bighorn
Sheep or two, or a Prairie Falcon or a Golden Eagle. Or
a...
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BirdKitt Postings!
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5/31/11 ~ (Hummingbird)
banding went well. I don't have
the data yet but it was all Rufous,
and around 250 total banded,
which ties or exceeds Dan's best
day of birds. No Calliope but I
saw my first-for-sure Calliope the
week before... ~ Chris Caviezel, Sno-
qualmie Pass

6/7/11 ~ Saw a pair of Gray Par-
tridges creeping through the

weeds at the edge of the Hayward
Rd. near the junction with Bettas
Rd. First time | 6ve
look at them. The only other time

|l 6ve seen them was |
snow caves on the CBC about 6

years ago. What beauties they

are! ~ Jan in Ellensburg

6/14/11 ~ The usual raucous
horde of Evening Grosbeaks was
unusually quiet, and perched at a
distance from the feeders, staring
intently. Not normal behavior,
they don't quit eating at the fast
food sunflower seed drive-through
until the feeders are empty, or
dusk. Upon closer inspection (see
photo below), I could see that
there was new competition for
boldness and entitlement:

~ Kyle Kennedy

»~

azing.Squirrel-Bi d

7/4/11 ~This young
apparently got tired of hiding and
swooping in for a meal, so set up
next to the food source.

~ Kyle Kennedy

Sharp-shinned
Hawk

_ s il b

7/15/11 ~ [ currently live in
California. On July 2 of this year, I
was visiting in your area and spent
some time at Owhi Campground
on Cooper Lake.

I noticed nest boxes nailed about
15 feet up on some trees right
above the lake. Their proximity to
the water indicated they were put
there for the benefit of cavity-
nesting ducks.

I know some people do this for
Wood Ducks. In this case, though,
I saw a female goldeneye swim-
ming just off shore. From time to
time she would fly into one of the
boxes, suggesting that she was
incubating eggs there.

I thought this particular duck was
a Barrow's Goldeneye because of
the yellow bill. I know that it is

Hooter

| i- sinsubsagibe @yahoomrowps. comv. dfryou haverdiffi-
Al i st ser oty eMmailrBeth Rdgers kittittasaudubon@inland.net

or Chris Caviezel chris.caviezel@gmail.com

urhanks te Beth Rogersvand Grickat Webb for get-

ting this up and running! This is a great resource

for ﬁndindg places to look for birds in the valley.
sen emai | t birdkitt

(0]

fi s h ahard toaistinguish Common from

Barrow's Goldeneye females when
there are no males with them. I
didn't see any males around.

Does anyone in your chapter know
which species of goldeneye is us-
ing the nest boxes in the Owhi
Campground?

~ Len Gardner

.and the replyé

I'm not familar with the nesting
situation at that lake. However,
Barrow's Goldeneye is a common
breeder in east-slope Cascade
lakes, while Common Goldeneye
only is known to breed in a few
locations in Washington - all in NE
Washington and I don't believe it
has been documented as a
breeder in Kittitas County.

~ Scott Downes, Yakima WA

6/6/11 ~ We saw this bird in our
yard (east
end of Cle
Elum) -
feeding on
the ground,
like a star-
ling or
grackle,
and about
the size of
a starling.
We're not
sure what
it is?

Thanks for any help! ~ Sally

Responses: It looks like a female
Yellow-headed Blackbird. ~ Tom

I agree with Tom ~ Yellow-headed
Blackbird female. There must be
some cattail marshes nearby?

~ Jan in Eburg
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G E T 0 T H E The Hooter is now printed
HOOTERG ONL|loNBGcrays Harbor g p3
S N ~ 100% post-consumer
ave paper, printing, post- waste, manufactured in
0 age. If you would prefer to Washington State, using
7)) receive the electronic version, 100% renewable, zero -
send your name, mailing ad- carbon -footprint energy.
dress, & email address to: Check out the Grays Harbor Paper website at:
( info@Kkittitasaudubon.org http://www.ghplp.com/index.htm/|
A\ - . .
At the beginning of each Your KAS membership dues working for a
month, wedll send you an| emai I”"FFH™8 qui ck
to the new Hooter Let us know what you think!

per

BECOME A KITTITAS AUDUBON MEMBER!! (Or renew your membership)
Receive The Hooter ~ help support education and conservation activities and projects!

Two options_are available:

Darling Bird Studios, ©2007 UNA

OPTION 1: Membership in National Audubon includes a subscription to the magazine, Audubon, membership in
the local chapter (KAS), and KAS monthly newsletter, THE HOOTER

Join as a new National Audubon member $20 (includes KAS membership)
Renew a National Audubon membership $35

Make check payable to: National Audubon Society Include this form and mail to: Membership Data Center, P.O.
Box 420235, Palm Coast, FL 32142-0235

Name Address
City State, ZIP
Chapter Code COZY220Z

OPTION 2: Membership in only the local chapter, KAS, includes the monthly newsletter, THE HOOTER

__ Join the local Kittitas Audubon Society (KAS) chapter $20

__ Renew your KAS membership $20

__ Make a donation to KAS $ (amount)

Make check payable to KAS and mail to: KAS, P.O. Box 1443, Ellensburg, WA 98926

Name Phone

Address Cell

City Email

State, ZIP Would you like to receive The Hooter electronically?
Yes__  No, prefer paper edition

Kittitas Audubon is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational society.
All memberships and donations are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.

Membership forms are also available on our Web site: Kittitasaudubon.org.

For membership information contact Membership Chair, Tuck Forsythe ~ forsythe (at) fairpoint.net

Check out our website ~ see The Hooter in COLOR at www .Kittitasaudubon.org
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Upcoming KAS Field Trips
August ~

6" ~ Saturday ~ First Saturday BirdWalk.
Irene Rinehart Riverfront Park. Come join us at
8:00 am at the bridge parking lot. Bring binocu-
lars and a friend or kid. With some walking on
uneven ground the loop through the park takes 2
-3 hours. The BirdWalk is always open to the
public. Jeb & Gloria Baldi, leaders.

September ~

3" ~ Saturday ~ First Saturday BirdWalk.
Irene Rinehart Riverfront Park. See details above.

24" ~ Saturday ~ Raptor Migration Trip
~ |look for details and more information in the
September Hooter.

N lr & F € kK 4 F 4 Kk
] a 4
14" ~ Sunday ~ Potholes Rookery by Canoe. ji= <f- L -{g- ke € b € A=

Jud Weaver will lead a flotilla into the middle of
an inundated forest at Potholes Reservoir, where
cormorants, herons, and egrets nest. The area is
open to visitors following the breeding season.
We'll spend a couple of hours looking, then ex-
plore nearby islands. This is Washington’s Ever-
glades. Mount that boat on the car top and call
Jud to be included, or to borrow a canoe: 509-
925-9297.

Call Steve Moore, 509 -933-1179, with any
guestions on planned trips. Your ideas about
new and old places to go to see birds are al-
ways welcome. Even better, call to set up
your own trip in the coming months! And
please join us on any of the above trips.

THANKS TO KITTITAS COUNTY BUSINESSES SUPPORTING KAS!

Inland Internet, Roslyn, donates Internet service for our Website: Attp.//www.kittitasaudubon.org

Old Mill Country Store, Ellensburg ~ Provides a discount on bird seed to KAS members
and prints our county bird lists. Get your bird seed here!

Kittitas Audubon
PO. Box 1443
Ellensburg WA 98926
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ltds the time of year when
~ out in the vineyards, the tasters are

carefully sampling for sugar and acidity, in
anticipation of the harvest, the crush, and

ultimately the wine...

grapes are ripening
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