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Barred Owl: at Sherbourne NWR, Achafalaya, LA, Feb.2@i@by Steve Moore

OA Novel Approach to Preserving an E
Reser ve | plesenfRdby U lAcy Bottcher

Membership Meeting- Thursday, April 19th@ 7:00 PM ~  Hal Holmes Center

The most effective method of combating species extinction is to
save entire ecosystems. However, even though worldwide many
reserves, national parks, sanctuaries, and other protected areas
have been established, very few are truly effective at saving
species. In this program, Dr. Lucy Bottcher will discuss a com-
pletely novel approach to managing one of the most species di-
verse areas in the entire world, the Tamshiyacu -Tahuayo Re-
serve of Peru. She will also present a theory as to why this area
is so much more diverse than other areas, including most of the
rest of the Amazon rainforest. Slides of some of the animals of
the area will accompany her presentation.

Dr. Bottcher grew up in Bishop in
the eastern Sierra Mountains of
California where she spent most 2 o e
summers backpacking. Her under- Ribereno vigers traveling along the upper
graduate degree in Zoology was Tahuayo River in a dugout canoe
earned from University of Califor-

nia Davis while working summers for the US Forest Service as a fire

fighter. The next seven years were spent in Oakhurst, California, teach-

ing high school biology, chemistry and physics, after which she returned

to school earning a Masterb6s degree fro
ern Arizona University. For the past 12 years she has lived in Ellensburg
with her husband and two sons while teaching biology at CWU and travel-
ing with her family to various countries in Central and South America. In
2010 she took a group of students to
the Tamshiyacu -Tahuayo in northern

Peru, and plans to do it again this All Audubon meetings, held on
coming June. the 3rd Thursday of each

month , September

through May (except

December), are open to

the public, so feel free to

May Program come and meet with us. A brief

business session precedes the

May 17t WOu~+x MShrinking Shrub Steppeo program. Stay afterwards for
Dr. Kim Marie Thorburn (Spokane Audubon) juice, treats, and conversation.

White -tailed Trogon

Please join us for this most interesting program on Thursday, April
19™ at 7:00 PM at Hal Holmes Center. This program is open, free
to the public, and co  -sponsored with the Ellensburg Public Library.
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KAS BOARD MEMBERS

President i Gloria Baldi 933 -1558
Vice President i Bud Rechterman 962 -4508
Secretary 1 Jim Briggs 933-2231
Treasurer i Sharon Lumsden 968 -3889
Conservation i Janet Nelson 674 -6165
Education 1 Judy Hallisey 674 -6858
Field Trips i Steve Moore 933 -1558
*Newsletter T Jan Demorest 933-1179
*Historian 1 Vacant

Programs i Jeb Baldi 933 -1558
Publicity i Gerry Sorenson 968 -4857
Wildlife Habitat 1 Joe Meuchel 933-3011

*Bluebird boxes 1 Jan Demorest 933-1179
Past President & Gloria Lindstrom 933 -2550

Membership T Tuck Forsythe 925 -2356
*Christmas Bird Count

Phil Mattocks 962 -2191
*Librarian - Ginger Jensen 925 -5816

Social/Greeter 1 Kay Forsythe 925 -2356

*NON -VOTING VOLUNTEER POSITIONS

KAS Board Meetings are held at 4:30
PM on the 1st Thursday of each
month on the third floor of the CWU
Science Bldg, Room 301 (above the
elephant desk). These meetings are
open to the public and all Audubon
members; please come and join in the
discussions. Meetings adjourn by 6:00
or 6:30, after which we all go out for a
sociable dinner ~ NO business discus-
sion allowed!

Send in your stories & photos!

The Hooter is the newsletter of
Kittitas Audubon, published
monthly except for July.

Submissions from members &

other readers are most wel-

come and encouraged!

The editor reserves the right to edit
for space, grammar, and/or suit-
ability. Email text and/or photos to
bobcat@kvalley.com or snail malil
to Jan Demorest, Hooter Editor,
712 E 2nd Ave, Ellensburg, WA
98926. Submissions need to be in
by the 20th of the preceding month.
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Spring seems to be herel!

PRES| DENT G Sthere are many more warm

MESSAGE

days interspersed between

the colder ones & which

means | should be outdoors
planting, hoping the deer do not devour the new shoots of
the previously planted vegetation already poking their lit-
tle heads out of the earth. And the birds! Itis such a de-
light to spot each species as it returns. Just this week
Tree Swallows again circled the nest box they used last
year, inspecting it for a possible nest site. Although we

have had about thirty male Red

-winged Blackbirds for

most of the winter, the females do not arrive until spring,

and we had our first female arrive on March 24

h Al

though | have not seen them myself, several members are
reporting the Mountain Bluebirds are arriving in flocks.
But we do have our robin tapping daily at the front win-

dows as

itthagees val i n Nd ntager whatr r i

we do it does not abandon its mission. (And that bird sa-
liva deposited each time it taps is a real chore to remove!)

But the joys out -weigh the few challenges.

With the welcome of spring, we also welcome our new

Treasurer, Sharon Lumsden

, who has agreed to assume

the position which became open when time became an

issue for Marte Fallshore

. Thank you, Marte, for all your

past help! And thank you, Sharon, for stepping into this

position of spread sheets and budgets!

With the change in Treasurer we are again reminded of
how fortunate Kittitas Audubon is with the legacy left by

Bea Buzzetti.

Many of you know the story, but perhaps

our newer members would like to know about Bea, a
unique individual, always seeking knowledge, as well as

being a long time supporter of Audubon.
ago The Hooter

(About a year
had an article about Bea by the late Peggy
Schnebly, which we can reprint in a future edition.)

A former Ellensburg High School science teacher, Bea had
several KAS members as biology students. Others, includ-
ing Jeb and me, had the enjoyment of backpacking, hik-
ing, and birding with Bea. She shared so many facts

about nature as we noted plants, birds, and insects.

If

she did not know the answer, we would always receive a
typed note (no computers at that time) within two days
with the information. (We have a shoebox holding those

type -written notes to this day.)

In June, 1992, Bea passed away at the age of 94. She be-
gueathed her small residence on Chestnut Street near

Capitol Avenue to  Kittitas Audubon

. Her yard was truly

a natural preserve, for each time Bea made a trip to the
nearby mountains or hills she returned with a handful of

(Continued on pagé)
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24 March: Cranes, Ducks and Raptors,

Othello Area  ~ On a day gray and warm with
later cool breezes, four of us steered toward Crab
Creek in search of the Sandhill Cranes. A couple
of stops for pockets of ducks on the far side of
Wanapum Lake had Lesser Scaups, a Horned
Grebe, and both Common
eneye (below the dam). White -crowned Sparrows
and Violet -green Swallows flitted around a pond in
weak sun east of Beverly, below the massive

northern face of the Saddle Mtns. We saw large
groups of robins, pairs of flickers, Mourning

Doves, and meadowlarks in the Russian olive
woodland bordering Crab Creek. Northern Harri-

ers, gorgeous gray males and brown females,

scoured the landscape here and at many places
throughout the day, plus we had an excellent view

of a soaring Prairie Falcon overhead.

-full of
rds tried

At the first farms in Smyrna, a tree
Brewer 6s Bl ackhbi

ing of small groups of cranes to the north, but
alerted, we followed farm roads towards the creek

where we
were able to
sneak behind
hedges for a
leisurely view
of 200 -300
cranes, sun-
ning, vocaliz-
ing, some-
times starting,
but settling
again.

Field Trip Reports

and
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(including a Eurasian Wigeon and White Pelicans
at Cattail Pond), a lone Snow Goose among hun-
dreds of Canadas on the highway pond west of
Othello, Bald Eagles, and a dead Great Horned
Owl, apparently electrocuted while trying to perch
on a power pole. We included the poor owl in our

Blisty 48spedies (ot Hedlined to see the Burrow-
ing Owls as the Crane Festival bus was there first
with its crowd of Atouri
about 5:00, heads full of visions and music of bird
images and calls. It was a great day!

sts

Steve Moore

First Saturday BirdWalk of March 2012 ~

Waiting at the bridge parking lot, Gloria and |
wondered i f we would be the
this month, but within a few minutes we were

nine in number. With the temperature in the up-

per 306s and a soft rain,

birds. l't6s nice -tatedBawmks t h
are |l ooking over their | ast
and only RTH nest we have found in the park). A

few more steps and we had a great show of three

busy Brown Creepers working the trees bottom to

top, and flying to the bottom of another tree to

begin again. This was followed by a pair of Prairie
Falcons racing across the sky, as well as Canada

Geese flying at a slower pace. The new Reecer

Creek flood plain had only two Killdeer this month

(after the Least Sandpiper last month). (We look

forward to the following months when the new

habitat supports more shore birds.) Checking the

lakes for water fowl, we found the lower one still
frozen, but the north | ake
freed except for five Ameri
if the dogs running off leash are having an ef-

fect, or were we just too late to see the usual

duck menagerie we normally find? Keeping an

eye on the river (and us) was a mature Bald Ea-

gle--- and the robins are back looking for old ap-

ples, rose hips, or anything else they can find.

For the morning, we had most of the usual

birds: Red -winged Blackbird, Downy Wood-

pecker, B -C Chickadee, Belted Kingdfisher, etc.

We finished the day in warm filtered sun, no

wind, and a total count of 25 species. A nice

outing! The next First Saturday BirdWalk will be

April 7 ™ when it should be warmer with trees
beginning to leaf out, which mean bugs --- and
bugs bring more birds from the south. Please

The afternoonds sights
ducks on ponds near Othello and Scootenay Lake
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News and weather

Hooter

AStringod Sol

I n the
& Bl oomso

solution that works to get rid of

sparrows at our feeders. We

had flocks of sparrows taking

over so | tried
solutiono.
| tied foot - long pieces of white

string to the wire on the top of

our tube sunflower seed feeders
letting the string hang down on each side. It did the
trick! The sparrows avoid the string and stay on the
ground, but the other birds land right next to the
string and eat the sunflower seeds. This has been
working great since | put the string on about two
weeks ago. Happy | can share this solution with you.

~ Marilyn Sorenson

ut i

April / May
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Welcome New Members!
~D%alne D isscoll
Ga rlelfa tryker
t ophdh8s tfRenewing Members:
Tish Dodge, Lynne Harrison, Gordon
Harris, Sam & Diane Rust, Robert Kruse,

Linda Turner, Wayne Erickson, Jeri
Prater, Eva & Steve Tyler, Dan Smith

st r i 7h8nks for Donations!
Gordon Harris

sue of

t h ¢

Cool websites about birds:

~ Geolocators reveal Black Swif
Mysteries:

http://earbirding.com/blog/
archives/3602

~ National Audubon State of the
Birds 2011 http://

www.stateofthebirds.org/State%

200f%20the%20Birds%

202011.pdf

~ Amazing Eagle Swimmenttp://

www.youtube.com/embed/87xNpOYOIQ4?rel=0
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Upcoming Field Trips  (continued from pag®)
MAY

, Rinehart Park.
& Gloria Baldi lead.

5™ ~ First Saturday Birdwalk
Meet at bridge parking lot. Jeb

6" ~ Saturday ~ Columbia Basin Birds ~

* NOTE DATE CHANGE ~ Marianne Gordon has
led this trip for many years and finds this time of

the spring to be especially bird -rich with 50+ spe-
cies expected. Waterfowl and a few cranes still ply
the fields and ponds; burrowing owls are a possi-
bility. Car circuit of Columbia River, Crab Creek,
Othello area, and Columbia NWR. Call Jo Ellen

Richards, 509-884-4444 for details.

11"-14" ~ Friday to Monday ~ 4 -day Mal-
heur Wetlands (note changed dates). An
encore of | ast yearo6s tr
at this amazing central Oregon wetland basin.
This year weol | be about
looking for warmer weather, more arriving mi-
grants. Accommodations (3 nights at Malheur

field station) are about $90 per person. Meals
available at the field station, but last year local
dinner spots were a special treat. Please call
Steve, 933 -1179, byMay1l *, for details or to
reserve a spot.

i p
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soil or tiny plants to distribute in her yard. From those small additions a whole natural area

emerged, and it was at one time designated a

City of Ellensburg Environmental Area.

From 1992 until 1998 the house was rented, with a small group of KAS members performing the re-

pair and cleaning duties. A decision was made to sell the house and KAS did so in July of 1998.
Thus, Bea Buzzetti became the benefactor of Kittitas Audubon, allowing us the luxury of not having
to annually raise funds.

Happy Spring days!

Gloria Baldi , President
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Jeb and | recently returned from a short winter
vacation to SE California and Yuma, AZ, where
perhaps no other bird is better known, or more

unique, than the Greater Roadrunner, a fascinating
creature with its feather head crest, and its

featherless orange, white, and blue postorbital patch
behind the eye. With a life -span of six years and a
length of 24 inches, it is a member of the Cuckoo
family and shares with that family zygodactylous feet
(two outer toes point backward and the middle two
point forward) so when it walks it leaves a distinctive
X-shaped pattern in the sand. It runs rather than

flies, has rather comical behaviors as it wags it tail,
erects its head crest and clatters mandibles together,
while its unusual appetite includes dangerous
creatures such as rattlesnakes, black widow spiders,
and scorpions.

The Greater Roadrunner

it repeatedly against the ground to break its vertebral
column in many places, until the snake is dead or
paralyzed. Then itis consumed. (Slamming is the
course of action for all the larger prey of this bird.)

In winter as the insects and snakes hibernate,
roadrunners must rely more on seeds and fruits of
shrubs and plants. They are also helped by tucking
into a dense shrub or crevice in the state of torpor , a
deep metabolic sleep. Jeb and | actually observed a
roadrunner in this state a few years ago when we
camped for the night in Death Valley National Park.
The temperature was close to freezing the next
morning and as we cooked breakfast, a very lethargic
roadrunner sat nearby. We assumed incorrectly that
someone had fed the bird a harmful food, when in
fact, a Roadrunner can lower its body temperature ten

Two situations made me seek

more information on this avian
creature. The first was that a

female roadrunner regularly

(the male less often) visits my
sisterb6s yard in Y
6handout 6, and it
we were there. It appears to

have her trained as it will tap on

the window, even to the extent

of throwing its body against the
window if not noticed. Only

when they are up in the

morning does the bird do this,

never if they are still in bed.

Does it hear their movements?

(Note: Although hamburger is a
common food offered, it should instead be substituted
with soft cat food as nestlings suffer a calcium
deficiency and develop bone deformities when parents
feed often with hamburger.)

Greater Roadrunner
-~ .

The second was the story by Dick McManus, a local
KAS member who spends the winters in SE California,
and who graciously, with his wife, Marilyn, took us
birding in that area. In his yard he once observed a
roadrunner jump to snatch a hummingbird from
midair. What a sight to have seen, and | discovered
in my reading that small birds make up about 2% of a
roadrunner diet.

The main diet of this bird, however, consists of
insects, especially grasshoppers and crickets, but
lizards and venomous snakes are also consumed. A
battle between a roadrunner and a snake would be a
sight to observe and may last fifteen minutes.
Cautiously approaching a rattler, the roadrunner
focuses on the head of the snake in an attempt to
grab it. Becoming more aggressive by wagging its tail
and flaring its wings, it attempts to excite the snake to
strike while protecting its own vulnerable parts, as
there is no reason to believe Roadrunners are immune
to snake poison. When the snake strikes, the
roadrunner grabs the snake head in midair, slamming

- lowers its metabolic
rate causing a deep
sleep. Less energy
used means less food
required during the
winter months. (After
sitting in the sun, our
roadrunner that
morning made a fast
retreat when we got
too close.)

J degrees to 93, which

Roadrunners mate for
life, and it is the
female who chooses
the mate. Because of

the energy she
expends in laying and caring for eggs, she needs a
mate who is an excellent provider and aggressive
enough to fend off any threat. She makes her
decision from both the amorous courtship display of
the male and from his offeri
Serious food must be vertebrate animals such as
lizards, snakes, small birds, or small rodents.
Vertebrate animals probably indicate he is capable of
bringing proper food for the development of the
young, which require mice for healthy development of
bones.

Nests of a solid foundation of sticks are built in
thickets of low bushes or trees. Three to six white
eggs are laid, which hatch in 18 days. A pair can have
two to three broods per season, but usually only two
to three young per brood survive because incubation
occurs as soon as the first egg is laid, and it may take
a week to lay eggs. Consequently the last to hatch do
not receive adequate food and are fed to a larger
sibling. Although this may sound gruesome, it is
natureds way of insuri
unique species survive.

ng
Gloria Baldi

(Most of the information above came from James W.
Cornet t 6 3he Randrdnner .)
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Page6 Swifts and the Old Ellensburg Hospital Chimney Hooter
For the past several years members of Kittitas Audu- the old hospital goes, hundreds of swifts will abruptly
bon have been involved in a west coast citizen science be left without their traditional roosting place.
project focused on the migration of a little - under-
stood bird, the Vauxébés Swift ( F%r%CH”LFW'%f?S""”(‘/’@WR%B"E %fSS)undmg
A relative of the eastern Chi wn‘txtow éaﬁc]et @Eneggsh b(te)fgdone
the ability to perch as most birds do and is adapted to '?] Ot fer areas %nl ” eetl Wi € new ct))wner about
clinging to the rough vertical surfaces inside large hol- this. | you would f (_ato earn more, or become in-
low forest trees. With the decline of these trees, from volved with us on t.h o prOJect. please stay aftgr the
logging and development, the swifts depend more and nexF monthly _meetlng on April 19 when we will be
. available to discuss it, or contact Jan Demorest (509 -
more on large old brick 933-1179) or Janet Nelson (509  -674 -
chimneys for roosting dur- 6165)
ing migration. Even these Vauxos Swifts droppijng into the

are being capped or torn
down for safety reasons or
these older, often historic,
buildings demolished.

chimney at Old Ellensburg
Hospital, August 2010

One chimney in Ellensburg,
on the Old Hospital on East
3" Ave, serves as a roost
site for these birds on their
semi -annual migration from
Mexico to Canada and back.
We see them in May when
they travel north on their
way to nesting sites, then
again in late summer as the
adults and juveniles head
south.

These tiny high -flyers scoop
up insects on the fly (in a
single day one bird can con-

For more information and videos:
www.vauxhappening.org
~ Janet Nelson

sume as many as 20,000

mosquitoes and other flying insects!). At dusk the
birds start to gather, flying high in wide circles around
their roost site, as if waiting for more to catch up. And
they do. More and more birds appear, flying in tighter
and tighter circles as sunset gets closer, forming a
funnel over the chimney, and at some unseen signal
one will angle itself and drop into the chimney. Others
follow in singles and groups until all have settled in!
We have hosted up to 800 in one night! Numbers drop
off as migration winds down. Last July, swifts were
unexpectedly seen using the chimney, pointing to the
need for more research.

The local project involves Kittitas Audubon members
who count the birds as they enter the chimney, re-
cording temperature, weather, and wind, other birds
present, or interesting behavior. Information from
this site, as well 58 other sites on the west coast, is
then sent to the Vaux6s
and coordinated by Larry Schwitters.

The recent sale of the old hospital and a request be-
fore the City for its are of great concern for these
birds. The environmental checklist, which has deter-
mined that there is no significant environmental im-
pact, is before the City right now, with comments be-
ing taken until April 20 ™. So far we have not found
other chimneys in the area that the swifts use. When

Happe

Chimney -top
design from
England
6 Roost/nest towers p
about 1006 above the gr

arfd near Robtéhady DakeZBE. d

aced
pund

The mission of Kittitas
Audubon is to develop
an appreciation of

nature through

education and
conservation, with a
focus on birds.

Nest/roost tower in a
private nature preserve
near Austin, Texas




