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Kittitas Audubon November 2012

Membership Meeting Thursday, November 158 7.00PM ~  Hal Holmes Center
For four seasons in the 19900
(remember his Beaver program last year?) spent 3to 4

months each austral summer (our winter) living in the
Antarctic. In his enthusiastic style he will describe o
conditions, camp life, and logistics, as well as discuss

the bird life and mammals. Birds, such as the Chin-

strap, Adelie, Gentoo, Macaroni, and Rockhopper Pen-
guins, plus Cape and Giant  -winged Petrels, Wandering
Albatross, and Shags, will be discussed. Photos and
commentary of seals and other mammals, icebergs,
landscapes, the field camp, and research boats, will

give information about this coldest region of our planet.

William has worked as a Fish and Wildlife Biologist for 25 years for several agencies: USFS,

National Marine Mammals Lab, National Park Service, the former Washington Dept of Fisher-

ies, and presently, the Washington Dept of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW). He has worked with a

range of animals for which he has done research, including Spotted Owls, Northern Fur Seals

in Alaska, Southern Fur Seals, Beavers in the Kittitas Valley, Bull Trout, and a variety of

other marine and freshwater fish species, salamanders, and critters such as squirrels. He

has a B. S. from University of Washington and an
is Area Habitat Biologist, which includes conservation work from writing grants to purchasing

conservation lands, acquiring conservation easements, and for the past ten years working

with the agencies and groups that are installing the Wildlife Bridges on | -90.

oPengui ns, Seal s, & preserfteg! byWilliam MayerdVDEW |
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All Audubon meetings, held on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the Hal Holmes Center next
to the Library, September through May (except December), are open to the public, so feel free

to come and meet with us. A brief business session precedes the program. Stay afterwards for

juice, treats, and conversation.

Many thanks to the Ellensburg Public Library for sponsoring our meetings here!

Future Programs (mark your calendar!)
December 15th (Saturday): 34th Annual Christmas Bird Count & Potluck (details on page 5)

January 2013 -~ can it already be another year?!?!? (program details in January Hooter!)
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KAS BOARD MEMBERS

President i Jim Briggs 933-2231
Vice President i Bud Rechterman 962 -4508
Secretary i Diane Bullock 968 -3175
Treasurer i Sharon Lumsden 968 -3889
Conservation i Vacant
Education 1 Judy Hallisey 674 -6858
Field Trips i Steve Moore 933-1179
*Newsletter T Jan Demorest 933-1179
*Historian 1 Vacant
Programs i Jeb Baldi 933 -1558
Publicity i Gerry Sorenson 968 -4857
Wildlife Habitat 1 Joe Meuchel 933-3011
*Bluebird boxes 1 Jan Demorest 933-1179
Past President & Gloria Baldi 933-1158
Membership 1 Tuck Forsythe 925 -2356
*Christmas Bird Count i Phil Mattocks

962 -2191
*Librarian - Ginger Jensen 925 -5816
Social/Greeter 1 Kay Forsythe 925 -2356

*NON -VOTING POSITIONS

KAS Board Meetings are held at 4:30
PM on the 1st Thursday of each
month on the third floor of the CWU
Science Bldg, Room 301 (above the
elephant desk). These meetings are
open to the public and all Audubon
members; please come and join in the
discussions. Meetings adjourn by 6:00
or 6:30, after which we all go out for a
sociable dinner ~ NO business discus-
sion allowed!

Send in your stories & photos!

The Hooter is the newsletter of
Kittitas Audubon, published
monthly except for July.

Submissions from members &

The Hooter

& 0 Audubon Council of Washing-
PRESI DENTAG§ S ton Meeting

MESSAGE | had the pleasure of attend-

ing the Audubon Council of
Washington (ACOW) meeting in the delightful town of
Poulsbo. Gloria Lindstrom was our official representative,
since | am just a trainee. She and Hal did a great job of re-
minding our peers of our outstanding work in Kittitas County.
Gloria also took possession of a sign proclaiming that we are
part of the Washington State Birding Trail Program. Watch
The Hooter for a photo spread when we install the sign at
Rinehart Park.

The main event was a presentation by David Yarnold, Na-
tional Audubonds CEO and Presid
Audubon along the four major migratory bird flyways which

he calls o0air bridgeso. The f
bon Strategic Plan for 2012 -2015.

The Pacific Flyway strategy, not surprisingly, features pelagic
and coastal birds but also includes Spruce Grouse and North-
ern Goshawk, among others. The primary target species for
the Central Flyway, the Greater Sage Grouse, holds the
greatest interest for Kittitas County. A group of Central Wash-
ington Chapters is drafting a shrub  -steppe Conservation Ini-
tiative. And if there is any good news in the whole global cli-
mate change discussion, it is the prediction that shrub -
steppe is likely to increase in acreage. Of course, this comes
at the expense of the forests, but that is a discussion for an-
other time. Will keep you posted on this initiative as it devel-
ops.

Jim Briggs, President

other readers are most wel-

come and encouraged!

The editor reserves the right to edit
for space, grammar, and/or suit-
ability. Email text and/or photos to
bobcat@kvalley.com or snail mail
to Jan Demorest, Hooter Editor,
712 E 2nd Ave, Ellensburg, WA
98926. Submissions need to be in
by the 20th of the preceding month.

Nature of Night
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October 6, First Saturday Birdwalk, Irene

Rinehart Park Morning chill greeted 9 birders

with quiet in the woods - we had to wait for 9AM -
sunshine to bring out the chickadees and Downy
Woodpecker that usually welcome us. Dark -
eyed Juncos were down from the mountains as
promised; the far pond held Wigeon and a Pied -
billed Grebe as early migrant visitors. We noted

that the muddy shores in the Reecer Creek flood-

plain are mostly under greenery or flowing water

- not so favorable for wading migrants - but we
did see Mallards, Green -winged Teal, Belted King-
fisher and Killdeer, plus

Snipe sunning on a logjam. Probably a Savannah
Sparrow feeding in the dry weedy fields. A sud-
den burst of flight brought a very dark Merlin to a
perch in a cottonwood 1 too brief but a satisfying
surprise nonetheless. 18 species.

October 20, Nisqually Delta NWR, Lacey,

WA. Six of us traveled to Lacey on Friday after-
noon and spent the night, arising early the next
morning to meet at 8 AM in a cold drizzle, still
hoping to view wetland birds; luckily the rain
stopped after about 20 minutes, and weak sun
warmed us until the early afternoon. A Kitsap
Audubon field trip group was also at the reserve.
Flocks of Cackling Geese were everywhere, mixed
among them flocks of Northern Shoveler, Green -
winged Teal, Wigeon, Mallard, and Northern Pin-
tail, with a few Hooded and Common Mergansers.
We had spectacular field scope looks at Bald Ea-

Field Trip Reports
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gles, a Peregrine Falcon that returned repeatedly
to a tree perch, Northern Harriers careening over
the flats, and a Northern Shrike high on a bare
shag. High tide at 10:30 AM pushed some wad-
ers into view: Long -billed Dowitchers, little

groups of Dunlin with their bills tucked under soft
-bellied

gray wings, Greater Yellowlegs, and Black
Plovers (in winter plumage); other groups of
peeps flew by j
but we never
got a close
look. (The
American Bif
tern and Pecto-
ral Sandpiper,
recent sight-

.Amer%an Bittern -~
this o erthre 3

a o f8

ings at the delta, eluded
) : @ us.) About 35 species.

The day turned into a lovely mostly -blue -sky day,

tempered by a brisk breeze that kept us turning

our collars up and wishing for cups of steaming

hot coffee or tea to thaw our frozen hands.

~ Steve & Jan; photos by Diane Bullock
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Nature of Night
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, an annual exploration of nighttime science, is a free educational event open to all
area residents and visitors, and will feature new and exciting educational activities for adults and

\r

kids of all ages. The event, hosted by the CWU Center for Excellence in Science and Mathematics
Education in collaboration with the CWU Science Education Club, and the CWU Astronomy Club, v

will offer the community an opportunity to explore the wonders of the night. This yeards event
scheduled for Saturday, November 10 ™, from 10:00 a.m.t03:00p.m. at CWU&s Bl ack W I

\r
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Black Hall will host a large number of educational experiments and displays from a wide variety of

v local agencies and volunteer groups. Participants will have the opportunity to see live birds of prey,

hear and identify the sounds of the night, learn about space, and even eat a self -decorated star
cookie. Astronomy activities will be provided to address astronomy achievement requirements for

\l Cub Scouts, Webelos, Brownies, and Junior Girl Scouts. For schedule of events and to make
reservations for the Planetarieum and Planets/Solar System show, see poster: http://

V www.cwu.edu/cesme/sites/cts.cwu.edu.cesme/files/documents/Final%20Flier%202012.pdf
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NATIONAL AUDUBON PRESIDENT MARKS COMPLETION
OF WASHINGTON BIRDING TRAIL

fiThe Great Washington
State Birding Trail is
officially open and
ready for bir
claimed National Audu-
bon President David
Yarnold to 90 chapter
members from around
the state during the
Audubon Council of
Washington (ACOW) in
Poulsbo Oct. 5 -6.

Yarnold saluted the
600 volunteers who
worked with Director
Christi Norman to cre-
ate the seven loops
that cover 3,000 miles
within two million

acres of protected
habitat, supporting Audubon members celebrated the official completion of the Great Washington State
nearly 350 species. Birding Trail during the fall ACOW Oct. 5 -6 hosted by Kitsap Audubon. Photo by
The decade -long David Gluckma. (President David Yarnold is to the left of the birding trail sign)

achievement was
funded by $1.5 million from private and public grants, and individual and chapter donations.

Alongwithfull -col or paper maps, birders can now access each rou:
iPad, and an e -book. The seven Loops are: Coulee Corridor Scenic Byway, Southwest Loop, Palouse

Pines Loop, Olympic Loop, Cascade Loop, Sun & Sage Loop (includes Kittitas Co.), and the final one,

Puget Loop. Signs are being installed to mark the 375 local sites. A sign will be installed at Irene

Rinehart Park by KAS.

Birdsdé flyways are the glue that wunites the Audubon Soci e
ing his ACOW keynote talk. Washingtonés | ands and waters
Alaska to Patagonia, with many Important Bird Areas (IBAs) included on the Great Washington State

Birding Trail.

Three members of KAS attended, President Jim Briggs and Hal & Gloria Lindstrom.

The mission of Kittitas
Audubon is to develop Welcome New Member!
an appreciation of

t th h i
nature throug Linda McFarlane

education and
conservation, with a
focus on birds.
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Let us see into your engyrFlorg &una, macro, aerial, behavior, por-
trait, underwater, urban wildlife, abstract, black &

Sponsored by the Audubon Society of Greater Denver white, atmospherics and more. See details on the

Total of $3,500 in cash prizes website FAQs page. beadiine is b
for the top 11 images: eadiine 1s Le-
P 9 cember 1 st,
2 Grand Prizes of $1000 each 2012. Complete
4 First Prizes $250 each detailed instructions
5 Second Prizes $100 each on the website on
) . ] how to prepare
Special recognition for the  top 250 images : and send photos.

8 Featured on the contest website throughout

2013
8 Certificates of Merit

awarded to each THE ORGANIZER Audu-

bon Society of Greater

Open tg all photographers Denver is a 501¢(3) non -
worldwide, 18 years and profit organization. Pro-
up. Images must be taken ceeds received by ASGD
by the person entering from the contest will sup-
them. (see Contest Rules port their education, con-
for details) servation and research
Enter as many images as programs.
you'd like at $10/image or www.denveraudubon.org
6 images for $50. Digital For complete infor-

upload is required, but im-

ages may have been created with either film or mation and to see the winners from 2011

digital cameras. (see Contest Rules for details) go to: http:/
THE PARTICULARS Landscape, wildlife, and na- denveraudubon.contestvenue.com/

ture images from anywhere in the world qualify for index.php

Thanksgiving Day Bird Count _~ Get the turkey in the oven, then sit down and

count the birds in your backyard! |
November 22 "™, Thursday, for one hour 0 any hour of your choosing! You may sit in the comfort
of your house, or a special spot outdoors. Choose a center spot and expand it to a 15 -foot circle which

extends upward to form a cylinder. Count all birds that enter that area, but count the same bird only
once. If a group enters several times, use the highest count for that species. To report your results,
send to thanksgivingbirdcount@gmail.com €. 0o0r you canCricketport to
at birdnerd@inlandwireless.com or 509 -674 -4035. Any questions you
may have can also be answered by Cricket.

The Thanksgiving Bird Count was begun in the east in 1966 but did

not have a western coordinator until 1992 --so this is the W
anniversary. Last year 418 count reports from eleven western states

were received. The Dark -eyed Junco rated tops for the fourth year out

of five in several respects; it was most numerous (2,045), seen by the

more than 50% of counters (59.1%), and was the only species seen in

ten states (missed only in Nevada). The other species in the top ten in

descending numbers were House Sparrow, House Finch, California

Qualil, Black -capped Chickadee, Mourning Dove, American

Goldfinch, Chestnut -backed Chickadee, White - crowned Sparrow : :
and Pine Siskin . 2 : s |
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