
From eagles to hummingbirds, Idie Ulsh will explore with us 

how  and where birds make nests, and relate interesting 
facts about their  construction.   She has photographed the 

nests of more than 30 species and done intensive pe-

rusal  of bird nest literature.   In addition to her own photos, 

in this unique program she will include photos from  many 
excellent local photographers, from the University of Puget 

Sound Slater Museum,  and the Cornell Lab of Ornithology.  

Idie Ulsh is well known for her bird and butterfly programs.   She has completed an intensive 
three -year  study of bird nests.   She is a  past presi-

dent of Seattle Audubon, founder of the Washington 

Butterfly Association,  Seattle Audubon Master 
Birder, nature pho-

tographer, retired 

high school coun-
selor, and an inde-

pendent college 

counselor.  
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òFeathered Architects: The Fascinating World of 
Bird Nestsó  ~  presented by  Idie Ulsh 

Membership Meeting - Thursday, October 16th  
7:00 PM  ~  Hal Holmes Center   

All Audubon meetings, held on the 3rd Thursday of each month  at the Hal Holmes Center next to the Library, September 

through May (except December), are open to the public. Please come and meet with us.  A brief business session precedes 

the program. Stay afterwards for juice, treats, and conversation.                                                                                        

  Thanks to the Ellensburg Public Library for sponsoring our meetings here! 
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The Ellensburg 10th Annual Film Festival is 

coming the first weekend in October.  There 

will be a special showing of the new film òFrom 

Billions to Noneó which commemorates the 

100th year since the last Passenger Pigeon, 

Martha, died (in 1914), and brings into focus 

the effects of human activity and climate 

change on the lives of all living things on the 

earth.  

National Audubon has 

just released their re-

port on the  projected 

decline in population 

of almost half of the 

bird species in North 

America.  This film is 

a lesson from the 

past, illustrating, with 

heart -breaking intensity, the loss of a single 

species in less than a 50 -year time -span. 

A discussion will follow the showing.   Show 

time is Saturday, October 4 th  at 3:00pm, at the 

Grand Central Theatre (3 rd  & Pearl), but please 

check the website for any 

changes in the schedule.  Check 

out the website:   

http://ellensburgfilmfestival.com/   

KAS BOARD MEMBERS  

President ï Tom Gauron        968 -3175  

Vice President ï Judy Hallisey     674 -6858            

Secretary ï Jim Briggs        933 -2231           

Treasurer ï Sharon Lumsden     968 -3889  

Conservation ï shared by board members  

Education ï Judy Hallisey        674 -6858  

Field Trips ï Steve Moore        933 -1179  

*Newsletter ï Jan Demorest        933 -1179  

*Historian ï Gloria Lindstrom      925 -1807  

Programs ï Jeb Baldi         933 -1558  

Publicity ï Gerry Sorenson        968 -4857  

Scholarship -  Gloria Baldi        933 -1558  

Wildlife Habitat ï Joe Meuchel    933 -3011  

*Bluebird boxes ï Jan Demorest   933 -1179  

Past President ð Jim Briggs       933 -2231            

Membership ï Tuck Forsythe      925 -2356  

* Christmas Bird Count ï                          

  Phil Mattocks        962 -2191  

Social/Greeter ï Kay Forsythe    925 -2356  

 *NON -VOTING POSITIONS  
 

KAS Board Meetings are held at 4:30 

PM on the 1st Thursday of each month 

on the third floor of the CWU Science 

Bldg, Room 301 (above the elephant 

desk). These meetings are open to the 

public and all Audubon members; 

please come and join in the discussions.  

Meetings adjourn by 6:00 or 6:30, after 

which we all go out for a sociable din-

ner ~ NO business discussion allowed!  

The mission of Kittitas 

Audubon is to 

develop an 

appreciation of 

nature through 

education and 

conservation, 

with a focus on birds.   



September First Saturday BirdWalk  ~ Perfect 
weather with no wind, a typical fall morning, i.e., 
one that began cool but warmed into the 70ôs, 
with spectacular trees, enjoyable and interested 
birders, and birds!  What more could one ask?  
Ten enthusiastic 
birders found 
twenty -six spe-
cies of birds and 
two mammal spe-

cies, a deer and 
cottontail rabbits.   

Vireos were the 
birds of the day!  
Both Cassinôs Vir-
eos and Warbling 
Vireos were spot-
ted as they 
moved through 
the branches, 

hiding as quickly as 
they appeared.  We were allowed only a ógood 
lookô now and then.  Maybe they were hurriedly 
migrating south before our temperatures drop, 
accompanied by the Yellow Warbler, Western 
Wood Pewee, and an Osprey, the last we believed 
to be long gone.  However, a Blue -winged Teal 
may be a sign that winter waterfowl are arriving.  

That was the September BirdWalkéééé
concluding the twelfth year of bird records at 
Irene Rinehart Park on the First Saturday of 
every monthééé.  

144 Saturdays!            

    ~ Gloria Baldi    

 

 

Red Top Mountain Lookout, September 13 .  
Two carloads of KAS members made use of a 
perfect weather day to explore Teanaway Ridge, 
the easternmost and nearest -to -us rumple of the 
Cascade mountains,  between Swauk and Teana-
way river valleys.  Good Forest Service roads 
switchback up from Hwy 97 to a parking area at 
5000 ft where a trail leads in half an hour to a 

rocky 
view-

point 
and 
lookout 
cabin, 
still ap-
parently 
in use 
by the 
USFS for 
fire -
spot-
ting.  

The view is wonderful: the Stuart Range and 
county - line mountains in grays and oranges to 

the north,  snowy spires near Snoqualmie Pass, 
massive Mt. Rainier, Table Mountain in the east-
ern haze, and our own valley reflecting sun off of 
dozens of barn roofs.   

The woods were pretty quiet as many warblers 
and tanagers have left for the season, but Yellow -

rumped Warblers and juncos remain, and Hermit 
Thrushes eating elderberries and a Stellerôs Jay 
greeted us in the parking lot.  In the clearing on 
top, birds were more active in the sunshine: 
Townsendôs Solitaires and several Northern Flick-
ers were flying 
among lichen -
covered snags, and a 
Northern Pygmy Owl 
flew from perch to 
pine just up the trail 
from us.  We hoped 
for migrating raptors 
flying down the ridge 

but saw only a cou-
ple of Redtails, and 
all was quiet by mid -
morning except for a couple of Violet -Green 
Swallows buzzing the summit and a Cassinôs 
Finch sunning for many minutes on a conifer 

perch.   

(Continued on page 5)  
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