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No  Membership Meeting & Program in December!                       
But you can join in this  annual event:  

Ellensburg Christmas Bird Count (CBC) ~ Saturday, December 17 th     

The 117th Christmas Bird Count season is almost here!  Since the Christmas 
Bird Count began over a century ago, it has relied on the dedication and com-
mitment of volunteer citizen scientists.  In other words, it all starts with you!  

This will be Ellensburgôs 38th Count.  
Hereôs how it works: no matter the 
weather, teams of people each cover 
a slice of a 15-mile diameter circle 
centered in west Ellensburg.  Every 
year in December they count every 
species and group of birds they see.  
Some areas require a fair amount of 
walking, but much counting will be 
done from the car as the roads are 
slowly traveled.  Birds seen at feeders 
within the count circle are of equal 

importance, so for 
those who prefer the 
ñArmchair CBCò, your sightings for the day are also need-
ed (for any amount of time). 

At the end of the day, all gather to enjoy a potluck at the 
home of Steve and Linda Hall and to tally the dayôs re-
sults.  The potluck begins at 5:00!!  After the ñCount 
Dayò, Phil Mattocks compiles the statistics for National 
Audubon, which he has done for many, many years.  Peo-
ple who have covered a specific area in the past are veri-
fying that they will be doing so again this year.   

The first allowable date for this yearôs CBC is December 
14th. All around the western hemisphere, teams of like-
minded people will be counting on a chosen date within 

the 3-week ñwindowò, December 14th, 2016 to January 6th, 2017. In the January Hooter, there will 
be a summary of the history, as well as the current results of Kittitas Audubonôs Count.   

If you have never before participated and would like toé or if you have participated and cannot do it 
this year, please call Gloria Baldi @ 933 -1558 or Phil Mattocks @ 962 -2191.  

2013 Cle Elum Christmas Bird Count ~ Monday, December 19th:  Michael Hobbs facilitates this 
count; call 425-301-1032 or email BirdMarymoor@frontier.com  

The compiled results of all these counts over the years help to track fluctuations in bird populations 
and are used to guide conservation programs around the world.  

Interested in helping out with other Eastern Washington CBCs???    There are 
other chapters that are always in need of more volunteers. See page 3 for a schedule! 

mailto:BirdMarymoor@frontier.com
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KAS BOARD MEMBERS 
President ïTom Gauron  968-3175 

Vice President ï Judy Hallisey 674-6858 

Secretary ï Jim Briggs  933-2231 

Treasurer ï Sharon Lumsden 968-3889 

Conservation- Board members 

Education ï Judy Hallisey  674-6858 

Field Trips ï Steve Moore  933-1179 

Historian ï Gloria Lindstrom 925-1807 

Programs ï Jeb Baldi  933-1558 

Publicity ï Meghan Anderson   253-987-7629 

Scholarship ï Gloria Baldi  933-1558 

Climate Change ï Barry Brunson 674-6858 

Past President ï Jim Briggs 933-2231 

*Newsletter ï Jan Demorest 933-1179 

*Membership ï Tuck Forsythe 925-2356 

*Bluebird boxes ï Jan Demorest 933-1179 

*Social Greeter ï Kay Forsythe 925-2356 

*Christmas Bird CountïPhil Mattocks  899-3370 

 *non-voting members 

KAS Board Meetings are held at 4:30 

PM on the 1st Thursday of each 

month in the PUD meeting room, 

1400 Vantage Highway. These meet-

ings are open to the public and all 

Audubon members; please come and 

join in the discussions.  Meetings ad-

journ by 6:00 or 6:30, after which we 

all go out for a sociable dinner ~ NO 

business discussion allowed!  

    Board Notes  
 by Gloria Baldi  
 

 

The November 3rd KAS Board began with a lively presenta-
tion by Mary Keffer, one of our scholarship recipients. 
Maryôs thesis is on the impact of large scale irrigation and 
hydropower projects on the Columbia River Basin sand 
dunes. She pointed out that dunes often create wetlands 
by damming up ephemeral streams. They also facilitate 
groundwater recharge since they are very porous. She 
added that far from barren, they are vibrant ecosystems. 
Mary said the Beverly Sand Dunes is operated as a state 
ORV Park but the others should be preserved. She hopes 
to become certified in GIS operation. Mary thanked KAS 
for the scholarship. The funds enabled her to purchase old 
aerial photographs essential to her project. 

The business meeting was called to order and the follow-
ing are highlights: 

§ Preparations to reprint the Birding in Kittitas County 
brochure is in progress. Members will visit birding sites 
to update information and report to Steve Moore. 

§ Judy Hallisey will represent KAS at Centralôs Nature of 
Night on November 19th. Others are welcome to help! 

§ Judy also completed the KAS Annual Report and sub-
mitted it to National Audubon.  

§ Hal Lindstrom (expressed everybodyôs outrage?) over 
the Bundy acquittal in the Malheur Wildlife incident. A 
civil suit can still be filed. 

§ Steve Moore reported on the Teanaway Community 
Forest meeting.  It looks like closed roads will re-
mained closed. 

    ~ Gloria Lindstrom 

Send in your stories & photos! 

 

The Hooter is the 

newsletter of  Kit-

titas Audubon,  

published monthly 

except for July.  

~~~~~~~  

Submissions from readers are most 
welcome and encouraged! 

The editor reserves the right to edit for 

space, grammar, and/or suitability.  

Email text and/or photos to bob-

cat@kvalley.com or snail mail to Jan 

Demorest, Hooter Editor, 712 E 2nd 

Ave, Ellensburg, WA 98926.  Sub-

missions need to be in by the 

20th of  the preceding month.   

The mission of Kittitas 
Audubon is to develop an 
appreciation of nature 
through education and 
conservation, with a focus 

on birds.   
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November 5  First Saturday Birdwalk  ~  13 

folks gathered to find birds in Rinehart Park on a 

cool and fairly quiet day, bird-wise.  One of our 

group brought a poetic description of the water 

ouzel, written by John Muir, describing the bird 

we know now as the American Dipper, often seen 

along the river here.  Before we strolled off, Tom 

Gauron volunteered a reading:  ñ éHow romantic 

and beautiful is the life of this brave little singer 

on the wild mountain streams, building his round 

bossy nest of moss by the side of a rapid or fall, 

where it is sprinkled and kept fresh and green by 

the spray! No wonder he sings well, since all the 

air about him is musicéò  [Muir wrote extensive 

and charming descriptions; to read further, web-

search ñSierra Club John Muir the water ouzelò].  

We failed to encounter a dipper on this day, but 

spied a preening Common Merganser in the river 

shallows.  Starlings dominated the treetops, 

shared with Downy Woodpeckers, a flicker, 

chickadees and a Ruby-crowned Kinglet.  Two 

Red-tailed Hawks and a Bald Eagle in a distant 

pine represented the raptors.  We heard a 

Bewickôs Wren and managed to coax Song 

Sparrows out of the brush.  16 species was the 

morningôs total. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diving water ouzel (American Dipper) from:  John 

Muir, The Mountains of California 

   ~ Steve Moore 

January 1, 2017 
Twisp CBC 

davidrudholm1@centurytel.net          
509-429-1105 Dave Rudholm 

December 19 
Cle Elum CBC 

425-301-1032 Michael Hobbs                                
BirdMarymoor@frontier.com 

December 15 
Bridgeport CBC 

509-686-7551 Meredith Spencer 
merdave@homenetnw.net 

December 17 
Leavenworth CBC 

509-393-0088 Gretchen Rohde                                 
design@thedesignranch.com 

December 28 
Chelan CBC 

509-682-2318 Steve Easley           
509-682-9653 Dan Smith 

January 1, 2017 
Wenatchee CBC 
dstephens@wvc.edu 

509-679-4706 Dan Stephens 

January 2, 2017 
Omak/Okanogan CBC 

509-429-8167 Heather Findley 
heather@eagleson.net 

More CBC counts that need your help! 

The Great Backyard Bird Count is 
coming!!! 

Itôs easy!  Itôs fun! 

(now global ~ everyone can participate!)  

Presidentõs Day 
Weekend          

Feb.18 -20, 2017  

http://www.birdcount.org  

Put these dates on 
your calendar!  

mailto:davidrudholm1@centurytel.net
mailto:BirdMarymoor@frontier.com


Take a look at the above graph.  It represents 
an alien expansion that would make a Barred 
Owl blush. This is the Christmas Bird Count data 
for the Eurasian Collared Dove (Streptopelia 
decaoto).  The chart is for Washington State 
with dates from 2004 through 2015.  (Numbers 
on horizontal axis refer to the number of the 
count year: 107th year to 115th year).  The in-
crease is unbelievable, jumping from 11 birds in 
2004 to 5266 in 2015.  This is the fastest and 
most sweeping invasion since Genghis Khan. 

So whatôs the story here?   How did it get here 
and what is it doing?   

The Collared Dove started out in India.  Now 
think about that.  The Princeton Field Guide Se-
ries, Birds of India, states: ñWidespread resident 
éOpen dry country with cultivation and groves.ò 
Indiaôs civiliza-
tion goes back 
over 4000 
years and this 
bird has had a 
long time to co
-evolve with its 
human neigh-
bors.  I suspect 
that along the 
way they 
adapted to liv-
ing in areas 
with plenty of 
ñcultivation 
and grovesò 
and other con-
sequences of 

human habitation.  

That would predispose them to moving into the 
expanding areas of human dominion. By the 
1800s and early 1900s they were in Turkey and 
then Europe. Then they got a boost from the 

clueless pet trade: a few ap-
parently escaped during a pet 
store burglary in the Bahamas 
in the 1970s.  There they mul-
tiplied and possibly with the aid 
of a friendly hurricane made it 
to Florida.  By the 1980s they 
were all over the Southeast, 
although they were not even 
listed in Birds of North Ameri-
ca, 1983 edition, even on the 

(Continued on page 6)  
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     By Jim Briggs 


